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(1-1 Instellment) Fremier Chou Ea-lai accompanied by Vice-Premier

SvJ;ject file «2éi\iarshal Chen Yi, Vice Foreign Mianister, Chang Han-Fu

(M

and several other members of the Chinese Delegation
called on the Vice~Presideat at his residence at 9.30 a.m.
tody (21.4,1960) and were with him ti111 11.15 a.m. ,

The Vice-President, initiating the discuss ion, |
recalled his inability to accept the invitation of the
Chinese Government to visit Peking last October. The
invitation dated 19th October was received by him on
the 24th October but on the 2lst a serious clash between
an Indian police party and Chinese Fronter Guards had
occurred near Kongka Pass., In those circumstances he
could aot very well visit Chiag,.

The Vice-President said he was speaking more in
sorrow than in anger, He pointed out that India had shown
every anxiety to continue her age=-old friendship with
China and to strengthen the bonds of understanding
between the thousand million peopls of these two countries.
It war In this spirit that independent India had in 1950
refused to take the Tibet issue to the United Nationa,
and when it 'was raised there by cthers, counselled restraint,
The same spirit was shown in the Panch Sheel agreement |
(1954 ) and reaffirmed at Baadung (1955); and the information
about Chinese incursions was not given immediately to
Parlimmeat sad the people (1957-58)., Year after year
India had beea pressing for China's admission into the
Uode In 1956 the Dalai Lama was persuaded to return to
his rightful place in Li.asa. Now the people of this
country are genuinely desirous of friendship with the

*Chimese poople and their welfare, but whéa tragic incidents
happened on our borders a wave of indignation swept across
India which the Frime Minister had been trying to control
and restraig. But in a democratic counbtry like India it

was aot poselble to curb the strong reactions of the

- ~
‘1

pe Ople.
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The Vice=Presidunt, coatinuing, stated that the
friendship between these two great countries of Asia
was more important than any bits of territory. "We
long for peace but as our Prime Minister mentioned in his
Banquet speech, the very spirit of Buddha and Gandhi ig
being challanged by these recent uafortunate events. We
are mystified at these new claims in view of the statements
made earlier to our Prime Minister that the old €hinese
maps would be revised."

Finally, the Vice-President said that our Prime
Minister was our greatest leader and China's best friead.

"He wants the problem to be settled with self-resﬁect
for both thecounctries, The interest of this great
friendship should not be set aside for minor problems
and unjust territorial gains."

Premier Chou En-lai¢/, in reply, stated that with ]
regard to the basic principle as indicated in the speeches
made on the 19th and 20th of April, both sides were sgreed,
The fact that they had come all the way from Ching was
a proof of their desire for friendship and their wish ‘
that these dif fereaces should not be exaggerated., They |
recognised that the people of India and China desired é
friendship between the two countries. The vigit to the i
Chinese Pavilion in the World Agricultural Fair by milliéns j
of Indians was proof of how the people of India cherished
friendly feelings tewards China. ‘ !

But it had to be recognised that tliere were
historical reasons for the present problem. These ware A

problems left as imperialist legacies and therefore

AR

should be resolved by the new Govermments of India antl
A

China. The incidents which occurred were certainly \

SLanidne

. A
unfortunate but were entirely unexpected as could be soen,

A

from the fact that the Chinese Government had extended

F A

an invitation to the Fice-President only two days Be*f@.'n?.
G

(w
the clash in Kongka Pass. A4s a proof of their desire to



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

s
A\VY)
L 1)

avoid such iacidents, the Chinese Goverament had stopped
sending patrols along the Sino-Indian border,

Vice~-Presjdent: "Recognising the desire for friendship
on both sides, it is imperative that we give coacrete
expression to this urge for frieadship; Our words shcn}.d
be backed by deeds™, He stated that the Chinese had
occupied Tibet only in 1950 and reached the southern
limitsqéinkiang only in 1892, So before that there céuid
have been no Chinese administrative, much less military,
personnel in Aksai Chin,. In fact, Ladakh was definitely
a part of the St te of Jammu & Kashmir and when the British
Indian Government in 1870 wanted to use the caravan
routes in Aksai Chin the vhen Governor-General, Lord Mayyp
wrote for permission to the Méharaja of Kashmir. 3o even
the British Gover:ment, one of the mightiest powers ofi; the
time, had to get this permission. This was proof eﬁbugh'or t}
the sovereignty and administrative jurisdiction'of
Kashmir over these areas.

The Vice-President added that it would be unfortunate
if this problem could aot be settled with our present
Prime Mlaister as it certainly would be more difficultlﬁo
resokve in the future. The Chinese Premier must recognise
that there was great resentment in our country and it
was oaly our Prime Minister who could restrain it. The
Vice-President further said, "we do not want you to ge
back empty handed to China. Therefore you must try amd.
come to some sort of satisfactory settlement, consonant
with the self-respect of both couatr;ea";

Mr. Chou En-lai said that it was not a fact that
China had only exercised her jurisdiction in Tibet
since 1950, Tibet aad China had had relat ions for the o
last 1300 years and in fact Tibet became a part of Chifia™
700 or 800 wemrs ago. Similarly, Sinkiang had been a§ ;€§~x=

of China for a long period.

N
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The Vice-President stated that he was not a student

of history and did aot want to go into details. The

important question was the fact that the two countries

should be not just neighbours but friends, It ghould not
7

en there but t'e important thing was to bind the Indian /

matter if it was necessary to give up some territory here

peo le closer to the Chinese peo-le. From 1947 onwards
the Indian peopde had been great friends of the dhinose
people, !

Chou En-lai replied that the Chinese could not
give up territory here or there without reason or justifi-
cation, VWith regard to the eestern sector of the border
he stated that nelther the present nor the previous
Ceatral Govermmeats of China hadrecognised the so-called
MacMehen Line. India only advanced her coatrol in this
area & ace her Independence but even though China did not
recognise the MacMaghon line, she had not vielated it,
China advoc:ted the maintenance of the status quo and had
not raised aay territorial claims south of the M#cﬂéhon
Lins,

The Vice~Presideat stated, "All right, you recognise
the MacMahon Line ian the sast; you should similarly
recognise anxl settle the position on the western kax side
in discussion with the Prime Minister so that this reserm;
meat is not allowed to grow.Y '

Premier Chou En-lai interjected that there shouid be
mutual accommodat .on on both sides,

4t this stage Foreign Minister Chen Yi said he would
like to speak. He stated that they had great respsct
for the Vice-Presid at and therefore they listenéd to him
with Interest. But he hoped th® Vice~President anmd the
Indi an side would also listen to them. In the past the
imperialist countries had bullied both India and China,
India had been bullied by ouly one power, but Chins had.

B

V-

been bullied by a aumber of them. China today could a0t
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be bullied by the imperialists but when "our Indien friends
want to bully us, then we do not know what to do®, There
were many people like J,P, Narayan in China but the Chinese
democracy controlled them. Whsa the Chinese Goverament
wanted the Vice-President to come to China, it was not to
fiad fuult but with a view to settling thig unfortunste
problem,
When Prime Minister Nehru invited Premier Chou to Delhi
they had at first considered reiteratiag their invitation
to come to China or alternatively of fixing the meeting,
as proposed earlier in Raangoon., But after eonsideraﬂoln
the Chinese Goverament had felt that in theinterest of
friendship Premier Chou should come to Delhi for these
discus: ions, This again was a proof of Chinese aincerity,
Chen Yi thea referred to the American base in Okinawa,
the revival of Japanese and German militariem and the
azgressive posturcof the Seveath Fleet in Chinese waters.
These were a threat and a danger to China and for this
reason China hoped to make her relations with India along
the Sino=Infilan border quite peaceful. There was no need
for China to hurt India and to create two fronts - one againat
. the westera powers and aaother against India.
“ The Vice-President again affirmed that India had glmyp
followed an aanti-imperialist policy whether in Asia or
Africa. On this issue also we adopt a similar attiﬁude.
It should aot be impossible to come® to an agreed solution
which, as the Prime Minister had stated the previous
evening quoting the Buddha would be a victory for all
because it would be the defeat of ao one, He underlined
the use of the words? I pray for a psaceful settlement™ by
the Prime Mianlster as significaant of his deep and earnest
desire for such a setli.lement.
Marshal Chen Yi siad that he had ao doubt about
Prime Minister Nehru settling this issue now or in the

future. The Vice-President agreed with this wholeheartedlﬁ‘; |
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Marshal Chen Yi also invited the Vice-President to visit
China and the Vice~Preside:t said that he would come
wheaever it was convenient,

The Vice-Presideat remarked to the Chinese Prime
Minisier t'at according to the newspapers he iooked grave
after his talk with the Indian Prime Minister. The Prime

Minister was aware that ours was a free press and at least

were not autheatic or accurate. To this Mr, Chou En.lai
replied that they in China did nct believe in this kind

of freedom; for example if he siiled then thelndi an %x
said that it was a false smile and if he did not smile Ry
thea they said that he was grgve. Chen Yi added that about
their meeting with Mr, Krishna Menon the Indian press had

said that Mr. Menon had made some sort of a dramatic
interbantion at thér request., The fact was that the meeting
with the Defence Minister was arranged by the Indian T
Government . '
Mr, Chou Ea~lal then said that for the past ten years ‘
China had bz en 'rying to build itself internally and even
when the differences appeared last year, there was no 3
campaign to arouss nutional sentiment sgginst India, ."Thc. ‘
Indian Ambassador in Peking had always been courteously v 1
treated but he could not say the same about the treamnt metaﬂ
out to ths Chinese Ambassador in Delhi., The Vige-Presideant |
wbuld no doubt appreciate that China had their own Jaiprakash";
Narayans. The difference was that the Chinese Govermment i
did not allow them to mislead the people, Mr. Chou En'-lai A
sald that the Vice-President had pointed out that Chinag i
had occupied Tibet and Sinkiang, This was not correct, i
Sinkiang and Tibet hal been part of China all along for many’ !
centuries. He said that if China was accused of oc.cupa’rim. o
Tibet and Sinkiang, thea they could say thst India occnd,
Kashmir. To this the Vice-President replied that th&a%

not carrect at all, Kashmir had been a part of Indiao\( +
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from the earliest times. He quoted a stanga from the
Mahabharata to prove this, Throughout history Kashmir

had been a part of Iundia. So there could be no comparison
of Kashmir with Sinkiang and Tibet, which had been taken
over only recently.

The Vice-Presidemt co.cluded that a.ll'these problems
could be settled in a girit of mutual accommodation and
friead ship.

The Chinese Prime Minister repeated that Ching had
no claigs south of the MacMahon Line,




