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cogmte 4 BRI\
MEETINS WITH PREMIER CHOU EN=Lpp-S— ~3 &Y
LATE LAST NIGHT (9 MAY) I WAS SUMMONED Fop A CALL ON N
- PREMIER CHOU EN LAJ. I WAS INFORMED ON ARRIVAL THAT IHIS NN
= WAS A COURTESY CALL, BUT CHOU HIMSELF DID NOT TREAT IT AS SUCH N
- RELAT I he 35 D A WIDE RAIGE OF INTERNATIONAL PROBLENS. MosTes N
i RELATING TO ASIA. CHOU WAS ACCOMPANIED BY VICE MINISTER OF *QQ;
i FOREIGN AFFAIRS HO YING AND SENIOR OFFICIALS OF THE MFA,  NORTH %%g;
: b WARNER WERE PRESENT.  RECORD BY BAg . FOLLOWING ARE MAIN %&91
] POINTS, \
] fre nEOUTHEAST ASIA CUNDERLINE TWO). 'CHOU SAID CHINA SUPPORTED §§§§
1 HE NEUTRAL!SATION OF SOUTHEAST ASTA. WHEN PRESSED ON WHETHER n\
R THIS APPLIED TO INDO-CHINA ME SAID THE INDO~CHINA STATES MIGHT Q§§<
i e YOT NECESSARILY ALL BE NEUTRAL, 30F THEY WOULD ALL BE FULLY NN
5 INDEPENDENT IF THE UNITED STATES WOULD CEASE 1TS MILITARY N
: INTERVENTION., ' CAMBODIA COULD BE NEUTRAL, AND IF SIHANOUK ‘=?:§§;4
- RETURNED IT JOULD BY NO MEANS BE ' 'COMPLETELY RED''.  BUT UNJ ﬁm%b
STATES INTERVENTION HAD PUSHED SIHANOUK To THE LEFT.  “‘HE 1S %ﬁ§9§§§
» EVEN MORE LCFT THAN WE ARE''.  SINCE HIS RETURN FROM CAMBODIA ﬁgﬂf§§$
= » TENANOUK HAS BEEN SAYING THAT HE WILL FIGHT of FOR FIFTY YEARS rﬁki§§y
IF NECESSARY. ~ "'HE NEVER SAID THAT BEFORE'+ N

| Je UNITED STATES WITHDRAWAL (UNDERLINE3), CHOU SAID

] INTERNAL PRORLEMS BETWEEN THE STATES OF SOUTHEAST ASIA COULD BE L
SETTLED -THROUGHT PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS, BUT NOTHING COULD BE

! SOLVED UNTIL THERE WAS A COMPLETE UNITED STATES MILITARY

THE UNITED STATES wAS AUGUING THAT FOR IT TO A1 THDRAW wWOULD LEAVE
A VACUUM IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. THIS WAS NOT TRUE, AND CHINA DID ¢
NOT ACCEPT TWE ARG UMENT, WITHDRAWAL WOULD LEAVE BEHIND THE
PEOPLE OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, AND NOT A VACUUM INTO WHICH THE SOVIET
UNION wOoULD BE DRAWN, CHOU WAS EXTREMELY EMPEATIC ON THIS POINT,
AND DID NOT AT ANY STAGE EVEN HINF THAT WOULD PREFER THE UNITED
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NITHDRAWAL. ~ THIS SHOULD BE BRCUGHT ABOUT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. qfﬁﬁ@g&?
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“ - SUCH A CONFEREYCE TO THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN -COUNTRIES'', (THIS =
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STATES NOT TO WITHDRAW PRECIPITATELY.
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4. NEW REGIONAL ORGANISATION (UNDERLINE THREFE). ¥ o
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‘CHOU REFERRED 10 THIS ONLY OBLIGQUELY. HE SAID CHINA HAD Hiehs
CONSIDERED INVITING AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND TO PARTICIPATE {l =5y

IN THE BANDUNG CONFERENCE, BUT THAT THE TIME THEN WAS NOT RIPE, 8% X
IT wOULD NOW BF APPROF’RIQTE. "'NOW IT IS YOUR TURN TO PROPOSE -

4

I

" TALLIES WITH EFRLIER SUGGESTIONS WE HAVE HAD THAT CHINA APPEAP"
. TO ACCEPT AUSTHALIA AS BELONGING TO THE REGION).

B TINENT (UNDERLINED). THIS WAS THE SUBJECT OF A ~™a tanin
LENGTHY EXCHAMGE. AMB ASSADORS FOR NEPAL AND CANADA HAD ALREAD-LJ}§§§;
N

A
////

INFORMED ME THAT IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS THEY HAD FOUND THE .\Q
CHINESE ABSOLUTELY IMMOVARLE, AND DISCUSSION WITH CHOU CONFIRMED \\‘{
THIS. IT PUT TO HIM OUR OWN PCSITION AND THAT OF THE BENGALIS, \‘q
AND ASKED WHY CHINA DID NCT APPLY TO BANGLADESH THE POSITiJON OF \
REASONABLE PEACEFUL DISCUSSION HE HAD JUST OUTLINED TO ME AS A N
FUND AMENTAL- TENET OF CHINESE POLICY. THE ESSENCE OF CHOU'S \
RESPONSE WAS THAT THERE WOULD BE NO IMPRCVEMENT IN CHINA'S \
RELATIONS WITH EITHER INDIA OR BANGLADESH UNTIL THE QUESTION OF \

THE PRISONERS HAD BEEN SETTLED. CHINA DID NOT CARE IF THE WHOLE \
WORLD RECCGNISED BANGLADESH, CHINA ITSELF STILL WANTED TO SEE

N
THE TERMS OF THE UN RESOLUTIONS CARRIED CUT,. CHINA HAD TAKEN mﬂ&
A LOT OF PRITICISM ON THE ISSUE. CHINA HAD SUFFERED BEFORE ON s\

PRISONER OF WAR QUESTIONS IN KOREA. HGW COULD WE SAY CHINA® sE:T?
POSITION WAS INFLEXIBLE? FOR A MERE SIX HUNDRED ODD PRISONERE===a \%ﬁ
THE UNITED STATLCS HAD BOMBED THE DAYLIGHS OUT OF VIETINAM. zagznz§§5\
THIS CASE, THE LIVES OF 50,000 PRISONERS WERE INVOLVED.  WHO

ELSE PROTESTED? WERE WE SAYING THAT ASIAN LIVES WERE WORTH 1&53=:

THAN THE LIVES OF WHITE PEOPLE® WHAT WCULD WE DO IF THERE WAS H"{ %

AN ATTEMPT TO DISMEMBER WHAT REMAINED OF PAKISTAN?  CHINA WOULﬁswﬁ
CERTAINLY RECOGNISE BANGLADESH WHEN THE CENTRAL ISSUE WAS SOLVED. ..
CHINA EVEN STOCD READY TO NORMALISE RELATIONS WITH INDIA DESP*IBﬂ"‘!
iNDIA®S PAST RECORD.  (INTERESTINGLY, A5 THE MOST RECENT E"
EVIDENCE OF CHINA'S POSITION, HE SAID THAT CHINA KAD DELI“ERATEL*,,
REFRAINED FROM COMMENT ON THE RECENT EVEFTS IN SIKKIM SO AS TO .-
AVOID FURTHER IRRITATION IN SINOINDIAN RELATIONS), I nTTuWFTED—~‘~ \
T0 COUNTER HIS POINTS, BUT THERE WAS LITILE ROOM FOR ACCOMMODATISH:.

AND THE EXCHANGF WAS TOUGKLY WORDED, AND ENDED WITH A BASIC b
DIFFERENCE OF CPINION.  BUT AS HE WAS WALKING TO THE DOCR, CHOU'
SUDDENTLY SAID SOFTLY AND SOMEWHAT EARNESTLY, °'PLEASE BE.LIEUE
THAT WE WILL RECOGNISE BANGLADESH.,  RUT I HOPE YOU WILL TRY T0

UNDERSTAND THAT WE HAVE TO SEE THIS PROBLEM SETTLED FIRST.''

S3 53,

6. CHOU SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT THE WORLD SHORTAGE IN FOGD ZRAINS.

AND CHINA'S POOR HARVEST IN 1972 (''A FCIR PERCENT FALL, THAT 1S
TEN MILLION TONS'"),
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HE DID NOT OFFER OPTIMISTIC COMMENT ABOUT THE 1973 HARVEST,

AND HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION WHEN I SAID THAT WE MIGHT MOT BE
ABLE TO MEET ALL THE REQUIREMENTS OF OUR CUSTOMERS BUT THAT VWE
HOPED WE COULDSUPPLY SOME WHEAT TO CHINA. L ——

%
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BT 7. _ CHOU DID WOT RAISE THE SUBJECT OF OUR PROTEST ON NUCLEAR = \\\::
 TESFING, ey \\Q :
e im ' \
B  CHOU WAS DISINCLINED TO DICUSS BILATERAL RELATIONS IN  _ o~ \
S - DETAIL, BUT SINCE WE ARE STILL TRYING 10 GAUGE WHAT THE CHINESE /=5y \ 3
ARE ABOUT, WHAT HE DID HAVE T0 SAY IS OF INTEREST,  HE EXPRESSERZ Y

{ . A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE PRIME MINISTER AND TOVARDS THE &LB) \w;
: GOVERNMENT 'S FOREIGN POLICIES.. WHEN ASKED WHETHER HE SAW ANY N
4 SCOPE FOR A SUBSTANTIVE RELATIONSHIP BEYOND THE CORDIAL S \\
- PLATITUDES HE DID NOT INDICATE THAT HE SAW ANY SUCH SUBSTANCE Q\

)

| YET. BUT HE DID IMPLY THAT WE MIGHT HAVE SUCH A RELATIONSHIP,

! WHILE LEAVING OPEN THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THIS WOULD IN FACT

T' BE THE WAY THINGS WOULD GO. HE DREW ON HIS DISCUSSION LAST
YEAR WITH MALTESE AMBASSADOR FORACE CONCERNING THE PURCHASE OF
AUSTRALIAN WHEAT (O NFIRMING FORACE'S CWN ACCOUNT) TO MAKE TwO

i POINTS. FIRST, HIS REACTION TO FORACE'S COMMENTS DEMONSTRATED

i THAT CHINA WAS CONCERNED TO HAVE A POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH

! AUSTRALIA AS FORESHADOWED BY MR WHITLAM. SECONDLY, FCRACE'S

1 FORTHRIGHT AND BLUNT REMARKS REFLECTED AR ATTITUDE RARELY

H
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ENCOUNTERED BUT VERY MUCH APPRECIATED (ST MUCH SO THAT IT SEEMS
g TO HAVE MADE QUITE AN IMPRESSION ON CHOU! AND HE SAYS HE REPORTED
C,-‘ THE EPISODE TO MAO). THIS WAS THE KIKD OF RELATIONSHIP CHINA
WANTED , CHINA NEEDS SUCH FRIENDS. He RETURNED POINTEDLY TO 1
POSITION AT THE END OF THE INTERVIEW. HE INVITED US TO ADOPT _=
A CRITICAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS CHINESE POLICIES AND CHINESE OFFICIALS
AND TO EXPRESS OUR VIEWS FRANKLY AND FRE®UENTLY. ‘*IF NECESSA
YOU SHOULD COME DIRECT TC ME. CHINA HAS NEED OF SUCH FHIENDS.WFH,,..

10. SUCH EXPRESSIONS, OF COURSE, CAN BF APPLIED GENERALLY, anol-AH
WE SHOULD NOT OYER-INTERPRET THIS EXCHANGE. PRBUT CHOU CHOSE HIS[:"—?

WORDS CAREFINLY AND REPEATED THEM, DIRECTING THEM BOTH TO THE i
GOVERNMENT AND [0 ME PERSONALLY. WZ CAN PRORABRLY ASSUME FROM ;;—E—"
THIS THAT CHINA IS AT LEAST OPEN TO THE POSSIBILITY GFNJOT ==

)

.

NECESSARILY CLOSE RELATIONS WITH AUSTRAL'A, o i =D

FRANK IF iy
11.  GIVEN THE RECEIPTION I HAVE BEEN AGCORDED, I WOULD URGE (&)
THAT ARRANGEMENT BE MADE FOR WANG TO PRESENT HIS CREDENTIALS =
AND TO CALL ON THE MINISTER AS SOON AS POSSIELE, IF THIS HAS NOT<=
ALREADY BEEN DONE, VICE-MINISTER CH'IA0O KUAN-HUA IS TO HOST A
DINNER FOR ME TOMORROW.
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