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Peking, onsda~. ~ Hs ko rres poncie nt Jaakko Kau rin koski . 

Ue nordiske ambassad0rer i Pekinq har under en række møder 
med der es or dkor eanske ko llega. Huyn Jun Keuk, oplevet. hvordan 
nordkor eane rnes tonefald unJer diskussioner om diPlomataf færen 
er skiftet fra det barske til det udmyqe, siger di p lomatiske kil­
der onsdag . 

OPrindelig krævede am bd ssal..1 ~ r Huyn. at udvisningsbeslutnin(J er­
ne blev kaldt tilbage. og nan truede samtidig med, at Nordkorea 
ville afbryde l.Je diplomatiske forbindelser med Danmark, Norge og 
Finland, siger kilderne. 

Men etterndnden som tiJen qik, ændred es tonefaldet, oq ambas­
sau~ren er nu ndet så lanqt som til at udtrykke taknemmelighed 
over, at der er blevet udstedt indrejsevisa til de diPlomater. 
der ers ta tter de, der blev udvist På grund af anklage tor smug-
l er i er. 

Ambassad-'>r huyn har doy kategorisk fastholdt, at smuglerier 
o g illega l hanJel skulle være diriqeret fra Nordkorea. Han har 
sagt, at det Vdr på de enkelte personers initiativ, smuglerier 
og ulovlig handel foregik. 

~ Dip lomater i Peking med gode kendskab til nordkoreanske 
forhold er dog skePtiske over for denne forklaring. De anser det 
for utænkeligt, at enkelte diPlomacer skulle have taget sådanne 
risikable initiativer uden instruks fra højere sted. 
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LJet st ~ rste antal møder har ambassadør Huyn - der er doyen 
tor det dit-'lomaciske korPs i Peking - haft med Danmarks ambassadør, 
KJeld Morc~nsen. Det sidste foregik tirsdaq, siger kilderne. 

• De norske og finske arnbassad0rer nar haft færre m~der med deres 
nordkoreans ke kollega, og forhandlingerne mellem Sverige og Nord­
korea nar ikke fundet sted i Pek ing, men i Pyongyanq. hvor Sv e rige 
har en di i) lomatisk rePræsentacion under ledelse af en charqes Qi.. 

af fair es • . 

5 I Peking siger diploma ter, at Nordkorea stadig er meget isoleret 
: i Verden, 00 at en afbrydelse at ue diPlomaciske forbindelser 
~ til ue fire nor~1ske ldn de ville være et alvorliqt bagslag for de 
i nor ~ko rean sKe fur~øg Pd at o~nci en international Position. 

~ncJeliy ville en atbryuelse højst f å til følge, ae Danmark 
1 or-JeS a111b.;1ssad0rer i Pek inq ville unLJlade ae aflevere deres 

a kkred it iver i ~yonyyang . 

Og skul le 1fo r uko r ea 0nske at fo retaye en ge ngæ ldelsesakti on 
med udvisning at nordiske d i~lo ma r.er, var det kun den finske 
hanuelsattacne l Pyongyang , Arto Vainiomazki, der var i far e zonen. 
Sverige, der forr1andlelJe si y fr em til en frivilliq tilbaqer.ræk­
nin9 at nordkoreanske cJiPl uma cer. ville formentli g sli ppe f ri. 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Diplomatic/meetings
Beijing, Wednesday. RBs correspondent Jaakko Kaurinkoski.

According to diplomatic sources, the Nordic ambassadors in Beijing have through a
series of meetings with their North Korean counterpart Hyun Jun Keuk, centered on
the smuggling affair, noted how the North Korean tone has shifted markedly from
aggressively defensive to a more humble tone.

Ambassador Hyun initially demanded the retraction of the expulsion notices, and
threatened that North Korea would cut diplomatic ties with Denmark, Norway and
Finland, according to the sources.

Over time however, the tone changed, and the Ambassador is now expressing
gratitude for the visas issued to the diplomats set to replace those involved in the
smuggling affair.

Ambassador Hyun has categorically denied that the smuggling was directed by the
central government of North Korea. He claims the acts were carried out on an
individual basis.

Diplomats in Beijing with knowledge of North Korean affairs have however been
skeptical of this explanation. They consider it unimaginable that individual diplomats
would take such risks without instructions from above.

(Continues)

Diplomatic/meetings - 2
Beijing

Ambassador Hyun - who is the doyen of the diplomatic corps in Beijing - has held
more meetings with the Danish Ambassador [than with any other diplomat from the
Nordic countries]. The last meeting took place Tuesday, according to the sources.

The Norwegian and Finnish ambassadors have held fewer meetings with their North
Korean counterpart, and the negotiations between Sweden and North Korea has not
taken place in Beijing, but in Pyongyang, where Sweden has diplomatic
representation led by a chargé d'affaires.

Diplomats in Beijing say North Korea is a largely isolated country on the global level,
and that a severing of ties with the Nordic countries would constitute a major setback
for their attempt to attain a higher status internationally.

Another likely outcome of a severing of ties is that the Ambassadors of Norway and
Denmark in Beijing would abstain from submitting their accreditations to Pyongyang.

And if North Korea is to reciprocate by expelling diplomats from Pyongyang, only the
Finnish trade attaché, Arto Vainiomäki, would be at risk of expulsion.

Sweden, who negotiated a voluntary withdrawal of the North Korean diplomats, would
presumably be exempt from any sanctions.


