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Den finske regerings beslutning om udvisning af fire
af de fem nordkoreanske diplomater har givet anled-
ning til udfgrlig omtale og kommentarer i den hervee-
rende presse. Ogsa udvisningen af de nordkoreanske
diplomater fra Danmark i sidste uge er blevet udfgr-
ligt refereret i finsk presse.
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Lederkommentarerne spekuleer i 3rsagerne til de nord-
koreanske ambassaders ulovlige aktiviteter i de nor-
diske lande, og finder, at disse aktiviteter synes at
vaere organiseret fra et centralt punkt. Bladene hen-
viser til Nord Koreas darlige gkonomi, der bla. har
indebaret, at en rakke lande, herunder Finland, har
store ubetalte tilgodehavender, og til den i de senere
ar kraftigt ekspanderede nordkoreanske udenrigstije-
neste. Man finder det ikke usandsynligt, at udbyttet
af de ulovlige transaktioner har skullet finansiere
ambassaderne og deres omfattende propagandavirksomhed.

"Helsingin Sanomat" (uah.) betegner de nordkoreanske
diplomaters adferd som et groft brud pa spillereglerne,
der kan skabe vanskeligheder for det/diplomatiske sam-
arbejde. "Hufvudstadsbladet" kritiserer det finske
udenrigsministerium for ikke, som det var tilfaldet
f.eks. i Danmark, at pracisere overfor offentligheden,
hvad der var grundlaget for udvisningen af de nord-
koreanske diplomater. Den finske offentlighed er sa-
ledes uden klar viden om, hvorvidt der ogsd har varet
tale om narkotikahandel i sagen, hvilket er en sarligt
oprgrende forseelse mod opholdslandet.
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Finnish press coverage of the expulsion of North Korean diplomats
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The Finnish government's decision to expel four of the five North Korean diplomats
has received broad coverage in the Finnish press. The expulsion of diplomats from
Denmark last week has also been covered extensively.

Editorials have been speculating about the causes behind the North Korean activities
in the Nordic countries, and it has been suggested that the activities have been
organised by the central government. The newspapers have discussed this in relation
to the poor state of the North Korean economy. A part of this story is the country's
high level of foreign debt , held by Finland and several other countries. The rapid
expansion of the North Korean foreign service over the last few years may also be an
underlying cause. It is not unlikely that profits from the illegal transactions have been
financing the Embassies and their extensive propaganda activities.

"Helsingin Sanomat" (independent) describes the North Korean diplomats behaviour
as a grave breach of norms which has the potential to complicate diplomatic
cooperation. "Hufvudstadsbladet" criticizes the Finnish foreign minister for not
explaining to the public the reason behind the expulsion, as was done in eg.
Denmark. In other words, the Finnish public does not know whether narcotics have
also been involved in Finland. This would of course be a particularly serious offense to
the receiving country.

P.AV.
Nils Jeeger



