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In this meeting, Werner Heisenberg, a key figure in Nazi Germany’s atomic bomb
project, reaffirmed the West German commitment not to manufacture atomic weapons
to a group of U.S., British, and French officials in Washington. 
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Memorancilim of Convenotion 

I 
SUBJECT: German Atomic Energy Program 

PARTICIPANTS: British Embassy - Sir John Cockcro1't, Mr. F. J. LeisbJllan 
French Fmbassy - Ifr. Jacque. Martin 

I 
German Diplomatic Hi.don - Dr. W. Heisenberg, Dr. Helmut Sigrist, ;!' 

Dr. Eduard Hess ~ 
I Atomic Energy Camnia.ion - Mr. John Hall, Dr. Paul Fine, Dr. ~nneth Dans 
I Dsparbnent 01' Stats - Mr. Philip J. Farlo,-, Mr. Gerard C. Smith, :. 

COPIES TO> Mr. George Spisgel, S/AH; Mr. W. Jr. Hiller, GEA 5" I 

BUR - Hz.. IIBrchant ~ GPA - Mr. Auchinclo.s J./ sl AH - 2 - j 
GER - Mr. ~on ~ HA - Mr. Wolr,v- ARC - 2... is, 

!lEA - Mr. Margolies... Defen •• - Col. Frank Elliott (OSD)c-- '" 
CEA - Mr. HillBr ~ Embassy London V 'Ii' '" 
HIeOO, Bonn /.1 Embassy ?aria v \.!.!/ ~ , c:. 

>-_ (Xl 

The .... ting was arranged to permit Sir John cockcroi:t to qne.tion ~ 
Dr. Hei.enberg concerning German plan. in t.':!. atomic ensrgy field in order that 

tfl- some limitation on German production of nucloar fuel might be arranged. ) ~ 

1'10' Dr. Heisenberg .aid, in reply to Sir John'. quo.tion, that Ge~ vOllld \ 
0"."... not dewlop an atomic ""apOtlS progr.,.. Genum;r, however, would want to bn1ld a ~ I 

o reactor in tho near future (within two years), producs hoavy water, refine OJ 
uranitDII, and latsr, perltape, mild a chemical soparation plant for enriching ...... 
urani1l!1l. Planning to date has kept in mind the proposod Eoo restrictions, i.o., ....: 
limitation of production or nuclear fue~ to saO grams per year and a reactor 
with no grsatsr output than 10$ Megawatts. Without tho Ene re.trictions, h_ver, cr' 
it v1ll now be pos.iblo to build a larger reactor. In no ewnt would this 
.reactor have a heat output exceediDg 10 Megaloratts, a1nce Get1laIl:y' l.aclas the 
experillnce to build a larger reactor at this time. Heisenterg indicated that 
0el'mal\T would keep its partners in!omed of its plans. 

Mr. Leishman noted that under tho Eoo, Ge~ would have been ablB to 0 
produce no more than sex> grams of nuclear fuel a year, and this was re4tec1 to en 
a reactor havillg an output of DO more than 10$ Hagawatto. He then inquired ........ 
about the relationship of production of Ducloar fuel to a 3D IIBgawatts reactor. ~ ~ 
Professor Heisenberg indicated that there vas a direct ratio, and that ablut ~ 
6 pound. ot plutonium .... .Il.d. thus be produced. ~ 

-. __ Sir Jolm inquired concerning German plans tor 18otope separation. Dr. 0; 
•. _Heisenberg indicated that thsrs have bean oxporiJoents with c9ntriblgal .0paratiOD,la~ 

which is usoful in producing small quant1tis. of enriched uromi"",; a gaseO!l" --II:: 
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