Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

April 7, 1962

E. Sagata, 'Record of Conversations conducted on 4
April of This Year at a Reception to Celebrate the
National Holiday of the People's Republic of
Hungary’

Citation:

"E. Sagata, 'Record of Conversations conducted on 4 April of This Year at a Reception to
Celebrate the National Holiday of the People's Republic of Hungary'", April 7, 1962,
Wilson Center Digital Archive, AMSZ, Department Il, 10/66, w. 3. Obtained by Marek

Handerek and translated by Jerzy Giebuttowski.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/208541

Summary:

Socialist bloc diplomats discuss "revisionism" in North Korea, as well as the status of
foreign radio broadcasts in the DPRK.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Kyungnam University
Original Language:

Polish

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

ilson Center Digital Archive

\
g
&~
b d

¢

Original Scan

oéf,@r,é;e9}/3/g{ihmm, 7 kwietnia 1962 T

Fetv
| TATHE 2)

e tatka

% rozméw prze prowadzenyes 4 kwietnia br. na przyjeeiu z ekagzji
éwieta naredewege Weglerskiej Mepubliki Ludewe j.

Tewe. B, KuRajewskii — kerespendent ageneji TASS w Phenianie, w rez-—

mewie ze mna petwierdziz, Ze obeenie teemy sie¢ w KRLD szereka dys—
kusja na temat rewizjenizmu. Dysmsjwiowaluapxtmia entenkdw

"fi_‘r"t_'ﬁ_,_"oo te jest rewizjenizm", poniewa.z'w eficjalnyech wypewisdziach

e e T
wane, Wskutek tege wytwerzyla sie taka atmesfera wérdd ezZenkéw par-

fi-f a cwiaszeza w pedstawewysh erganizsecjaeh partyjnyeh, Ze kaide
p;'z ewinienie ezZenka partii, miedzy innymi réwnie % nle wykenywanie
prz ez niege sweieh ebewlazkdw, zaniedbania i te. pedeiggane ped mia—
ne TeWIZjenizmu. W ebeenej dyskusji na temat rewizjenizmu biersze
mntel_g_p@ja 2 ) stuienujl wyda je sig Ze mniej te sprawy
sa, dyskutewane w‘réd revetnikdéw, a praypuszes slnie"niewie l1kim tylke
zakresie wirédé erlepdw.

Tew. Lutajewskl b»yZ ped silnym wraieniem epublikewanyck

kierewnietwa ekreéleniemrewizjenizm"ivrewizjenista" jest czeste uiy-

tege dnia rane w "Neden Sinmun" kelejnyeh wyjatkéw z deziex Tenina.
PowledzgiaZ mli peufnie, ée dzié epublikewane eytaty ss suezegdlnie
tinionoy;}nia debrane i wideeznie ua]ja za zadanie wykazaé, e w Ewiag—
kdmonuje sie rewizji marksizmu~leninizmu,.

Ogélnie ebeena dyskusja wyweZaZa éuze esywiende, sze zegil-
nie wérdd mtedz iesy.i studentdw,

Fod keniee styeznia & w lutym b.r, w RRLD are sztewane sze-
reg os6b za rewizjenistyezne peglady i "kZanianie sie wielkim" /przes
"wielkieh" nalezy rezumieé — zgednie v efisjalna interpretaejs tege
ekreélenia — Zwigzek Radzieeki 1 Chiny/. M.in, aresztewani zestali
dwaj doerzy znajeml mege rezmbéwey /Xulajewski przedywa w Kerel jus
kilka lat/.

Zapytatem tew, KuZlajewskisge jak pree dstawia sie ebecnle
sprava retransmitewania »rzez radiestaecje XRLD audyeji "I syeia
Iwigzku Radzieckie ge" w jezyku kere afiskim, Jak mi wiademe detychezas
radiestacje XRLD retransmitewaly ecedziennie ten gregram ek, godz. |
18~te j na falaea #redniek. Obsonie nies siyesaé tyeh audyeji na fa-
laek drednieh, sa ene transmitewane tylke na falach krdtkiek mrzes
radzieckie radiestacje dalekewsehrodnie, t ‘

e
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Tew. Fuiajewski edpewie dziaX mi, lekke irenisujae, e
tewarzysze kereafisey wwrieili sig z prepesgyejs zaprzestania retrans—
mitewania audyeji "I fyela Zwiseku Radzieckiege", peniewas mregram
radiestacjl jest estatnie %». przeladevany, a zmuszeni ss wigeej cza—
su pefwigeié na emawianie materiaZdéw IV Zajzdu PPK eraz na audyeje |
popagandewe dla Xerei folu&nilw&j. 0 ile mu wiademe audyeje radiewe
z Pekinu sa nadal retranssitewane przez radie paeniahskie.

Zaprze stante retransmitewania audycji ze Zwiszlu Radzieec—
kiege wywelale fale listdéw de Kemite tu Centralne ge PPX =z rmapytaniami
w tej sprawde. Lisdy nesza przewaznie anenimewy eharakter i mawiera-

Ja réwniez pytania, w sprawie peprawy zaspatrzenia ludnesei.

Tow, M, Koepyrow — II Sekretarz Ambasagy ZSRR,zapytal stejacege przy
tym samym stele Dyrektoera PretekdéZu Dyplematyezne ge MSZ XRLD Pak
Yn Gyna, jaki jest eel ukazujacyoch sig es~tatnie w prasie cytatiw

%z dzieX Lenina. Pak Yn Gyn edpewisdziaX, %e esbecny ekres w ERLD
eharakteryzuje sig¢ szezeglélnie wytezena praca catege naredu., ¥ tych
| warunkaelk ludzie nie majs czasu de praey nad sebs, nie maja meili-
wefel preesiadywania w demu lub biblieteee z ksigiks w reku. Cheae
wige pemde w sameksztaXseniu i zapeznaniu sig, pemime braku ez asu,
7 dzieXami klasykdw marksizmu-leninizmu przez ezienkéw partii i
wszystkieh, ktérzy pragna regiebiad swejs wiedze, dekiera sie tema—

tyeznie materialy i publikuje na ramaeckh prasy. Wa pytanie, ezy dowér
materialdw detyezy spraw aktualnyeh i jaki ake ja ta zna jduje oéﬁéwigk‘
wréd ludnefei, Pak ¥n Gyn petwierdzil, se dewierane ss tematy aktu-

alne 1 Ze akeja ta spoetkaln sie¢ = wielks widzigeznedeis me streny

luénefeci,
Tow, Fendler - Attacke imbasady WRL — pewiedzial w czasie remmewy

ze -na 1 II Sekretarzem Ambazady CSRS Durezakiem, e Ambasader i inni
Pracevwniey Ambasady WRL uczestniesyli przed swietem naredewym w sze— |
regu spetkaniaeh 2 zaXegami fabryk, szkék, spbélizielni »redukey jnyek
i tpe ¥ referatack i przemdwieniaeh, jalkie wyglaszali = tej ekazji l
méwili m.in, e pepareiu ze streny naredu weglerskiege dla walki na-—
redu kereafiskiege ¢ w y e e f an i e wejsk amerykafiskieh z Kerei
PeZudniewej. W sprawezdanisck prasevyech samieszezoenych w dziennikach

1 » paeniafiskiek siowe "wycefanie" gestale wsnedzle Exxkxmpiwmx na "wyg— |
I zamieniene
/ nanie®,
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Odbite w 4 ezm,




Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

[handwritten]
D Il. Kor/0-242/3/62
17 April

Pyongyang, 7 April 1962
[stamp: SECRET]
RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS

conducted on 4 April of this year at a reception to celebrate the national holiday of
the People’s Republic of Hungary.

Comlrade] B. Kutajewski, TASS correspondent on Pyongyang, in a conversation with
me said that currently in DPRK there is a wide-ranging discussion on revisionism. The
discussion was caused by inquiries of party members: ,What is revisionism”, because
leadership members often use the words “revisionism” and "revisionist” in their
official statements. As a result, among party members, especially in basic party
organizations, there appeared an atmosphere in which every infraction by a party
member, such as failure to do his duty or negligence is classified as revisionism. In
the current discussion on revisionism, rather the intelligentsia and the students are
engaged, and to a lesser extent - workers, and probably to a very limited degree -
the peasants.

Comrade Kutajewski was profoundly impressed by the publication in this morning’s
issue of Rodong Sinmun further excerpts from Lenin’s works. He told me in
confidence that the quotes published today had been chosen with particular bias and
apparently, are meant to demonstrate that there is a revision of Marxism going on in
the Soviet Union.

On the whole, the current discussion caused much agitation, particularly among
young people and students.

In late January and February of this year the DPRK saw a wave of arrests of people for
revisionist views and “kowtowing to the greats” (the “greats” are taken to mean,
according to the official interpretation, the Soviet Union and China). Those arrested
included two close acquaintances of my interlocutor (Kutajewski has been in Korea for
several years now).

| asked comrade Kutajewski about the current status of retransmissions of the
Korean-language program “From the Life of the Soviet Union” by DPRK’s radio
stations. As far as | know, DPRK’s radio stations had been broadcasting the program
at around 6 p.m. on AM radio. Currently the broadcasts are not available on AM
frequencies, but are transmitted on short-wave frequencies by Soviet Far Eastern
radio stations.

Comrade Kutajewski replied to me, with some ironic overtones, that the Korean
comrades had proposed to discontinue the retransmission of “From the Life of the
Soviet Union” because the radio schedule is overloaded recently, and they are
compelled to devote much more and more time to talk about materials for the IV
Congress of the KWP and for propaganda broadcasts for South Korea. As far as he
knows, radio broadcasts from Beijing continue to be transmitted by Pyongyang radio.

The discontinuation of broadcasts from the Soviet Union has brought a wave of letters
to the KWP Central Committee with questions in this matter. The letters are mostly
anonymous and also contain questions regarding improvement of supplies for the
population.

Coml[rade] M. Kopylov, Il Secretary of the Embassy of the Soviet Union, asked the



Director of Protocol of DPRK Foreign Ministry, Pak Yn Gyn [sic], who was standing by
the same table about the purpose of the recent quotations from the works of Lenin
published recently in the press. Pak Yn Gyn replied that the current period in the
DPRK is marked by particularly intensive work of the entire nation. In such
circumstances, people have no time for self-development, they have no chance to sit
down at home or in a library with a book in hand. So, in order to help in self-education
and in becoming familiar with the classical authors of Marxism-Leninism, despite the
limited time at the disposal of party members, with all those willing to learn in mind,
thematically selected materials are published in the press. When asked whether the
choice of material is topical and about the resonance of this program among the
people, Pak Yn Gyn confirmed that the selected materials are topical and that the
program met with great gratitude of the people.

Comlrade] Fendler - PRH attaché embassy, in a conversation with me and the second
secretary of CSSR, Durchak, said that before the national holiday the Ambassador
and other employees of the PRH Embassy had taken part in a number of meetings
with employees of factories, schools, agricultural cooperatives, etc. In their addresses
and speeches that they made on this occasion they spoke about the Hungarian
people’s support for the Korean people’s fight for the withdrawal of American troops
from South Korea. The press reports published in the Pyongyang dailies the word
“withdrawal” was everywhere replaced with “driving out”.
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[signature]
E. Sagata
Il Secretary Embassy



