
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

August 23, 1968
Fred W. Valtin, 'Czech Crisis--Policy Guidance from

State' [Approved for Release May 6, 2019]

Citation:

"Fred W. Valtin, 'Czech Crisis--Policy Guidance from State' [Approved for Release May 6,
2019]", August 23, 1968, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Declassified by the Interagency
Security Classification Appeals Panel (ISCAP), May 6, 2019, #C01431408. Obtained and
contributed by A. Ross Johnson.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/208791

Summary:

CIA official Fred Valtin conveys to FEC President William Durkee   requested guidance
from the State Department   that RFE should not broadcast   calls for active resistance to
the Soviet occupiers even if from high-level Czechoslovak officials.  

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from MacArthur Foundation

Original Language:

English

Contents:

Original Scan

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


C01434018 

, ,, f'.~-·. • ..!lo ""~±~· .. 
· .... --~~ .. -

.· ·.·~. vt"rf:'IQI ·~ 

Mx / .... mmor_3n_ .. _ __. ........ , . 

StJB.J.EcT·: ·Czech Crisis----.Po1icy .Guidance :from S.tate 

1. .Late 1.a:s·t. n;lgh t Bill Dur'ke·e· :so'tj:ght g.ui·<il;ance 
a:gai·nst the CQll°j;in'genpy· that a high'"-l.eirei-.C2;~eh ptYlitical 
figur·e '(e·.g., S'vob.od.a or Hajek) issuetl a. st~t-eme"il.t c.all .. ::J.ng 
on the ,Cz·e-c:Q. a~m.e<l. forc·e·s :.~nd/or tA.e :~ech :p~)..a:tion ·to 
.go· into· active· re·E;iistance against-the S<;ivie·t. orrcl~Ation 
force·s. Durke'e·'.s ·qu.es·tio:n: wa.:$: .lfoes· :ltFE_ ~n tJ:uit event 

b:roa·d:cast ~u:c;h a statement o.r such statements· as "factua.l 
. news"· o?:"· d.oes. Rn. ig,Iior·e .! t as· bei:ng colJus;ive :in .a chain 
of. eyents« that ntlgh;..µ·: end in·· a .b10-o-Q ... bath?' 

2 o ])u;r:ke.e .mid:e· it ·cle:ar that he was a.d:dress~rt.g hi·s 
query 0n:;t.y tn rel a :Pi9n to· sta t€me:nt.s o.f" thi-S . nature that 
riii_gh t be issued by ·cze·ehs of ·cottsi.derabler and. und.is-p:uted. 
·offic·ial. ·st.a tur·e o He said .that.it was under·st'l)'Qd · hO·th 
in New York and. )!uhieh that ·calls. ;t;or actiV'? r.esistanc·e 
.fr.om lower l.eveTs wo.ul.d be ignore4 :i..~: IUrE: b.ro.adcast:!3. 

3. In vi.ew of the h·our and t.h.e· fa·c.t that Durkee w.as 
p.os:i,ilg a hyp~tJietical qttes.tiori, .I d.eci.d.ed to p'ostpone 
seeking gui.d.aitce fro~ the D:ep.artm~.nt. Ac'C©r·diJtgly, I 
·ca,lle·d. ·ir-.r-uehe:ar·t .f irs·t: . tb,i·ng. this'. mor:n·iilg ~ He sa:Ld i;;ha t 
the. l;>epartment was tk¢n: ·wx .. e:s:t;·li'D,g wi~h a.ii .m:~·.tpler· ·of 
hypo-thetical coni;inge;ncies and that r had j·u$1;;: ·a'dded 
another. 

4. He called ba~k :shb.r-tly. after ·noon an.:Cl ..qdvised ·tJ::iat 
it was the .Department '·s p·QSi tion.- that· calls fqr.' :a·c-t±ve: 

resistance must not be bro~dcras·t ·J:>y IU'Ft, no matt$' fJ.Y~m 

what leve·1 o:f cz:e·ch o:ffici:alq.o.m it ·emana:f;;e.s. Tt-:tw·h~art 
.said th.at.it. wa~ r·e·e·o-gnize.d· t.hat• Rl!~ might i'ncu:v: s:o·me loss: 
in c:red.il;:dlij;y, but that this w~s pre.fer-abJ.e to· ~l( 1 $. 
p-c~-ssibJ.y be·co:ritin;g c·o-l:"e:sp..9'ns.ib1.e· ;fo~· iilie hl..<:l"~~l-h"ath th~t 
ilqhod.y wan".t:s. i],truehe:ar·t said. th;at_ th:is- de'ci_s.iort. harkerl 
back to· the p·ost-Hungari~·ri revolution: .a:a.a.1,.ysi·s ·o".f the 
r·01e· pl,a:ved by me;dia: und.er· W·e:s tern. co.n:trol in the final 
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ou tcom:e ·o:f t.ha t ev.ent. ~;ce<;),l:'-E!.i.llg to ~rue·lw!'lrt, the· D.'epal"t
. ni,e11t·· 'Wants t0·· be c-el;'i;1,1.:j:n. that all ~~dta tinae·r _g~ve.'.!'.'lIJll$n.tal 

ct~nti··r)i .have' -an. :a;b.so:l1f$e.-l"y cl·e·an . .r:e·c<n-:d. :i:n· caS'e the· -Czec.h 
s·i tua ti on sho.tild. ·en_d trag.f:caliy. 

5-.. The :above _guida.h.:C:e .has: been. :wa:ssen to· both RF~ and. 

Distribution: 
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