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1 March 1946

SURTECT: Soviet Sponsored Research Organizations Currently Active
in Berline

™ : Col.A. Boyle .

1. Research activity within the Russian Zone of occupied Germany
and the Russian sector of Berlin is well orgenized. Three distinct types
of Russian sponsored rese.s.rch organizations are known to be operating at the
oresent time. Information concerning them is unfortunately limited in cha-
racter and little is known concerning the nature of their inter-relation-
ships.

2. The Soviet Technical Commission is a Red Army organization.

In Berlin it operates through a German organization kmown as the Deutscher
Normensusschuss, located at No. 175 Uhland 3trasse in the British sector of
Berlin. The Soviet Technical Cammission has established, through the Deut-
scher Normemsusschuss, fraom 30 to 50 technical subcommittees covering such
fields as non=-ferrous metals, construction steels, tool steels, lubricants
and motor fuels, textiles fibres, lagquers and varnishes s problems of bridge
construction ete. Cne of the »rimary concerns of.tl;ese technical subcom=
mittees has been with tests and standards and the assembly of technical li-
terature. In the Berlin area these technical subcommittees have been large-
ly build arvund and recruited from the Material Pruefungs Amt, located in
the imeriecan sector of Berlin, and the BSerlin Technische Hochschule, located
in the British sector of the city. The Material Pruefungs Amt is a tests
and standards institution corresponding very roughly to the U.S. Bureau of
Standards. '

The Naterial rruefungs. imt and the Berlin Technische Hochschule,
as wedl as scientifically prominent mdln&mls: were first contacted by the
Deutscher Normensusschuss. This organizstion has cont:umed to maintain all
further contacts between institutions and individuals and the Soviet Techmical
Gommission. Lle&eﬁummmmmmatmmt'm' £
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members of the Berlin Technische Hochschule is given below.

Deutscher Normensusschuss

E7/G7

Deutscher Normensusschuss

Prof. Ds ies Uhlandstrasse 175
(address) . 18 January 1946

Subject: Non=ferrous metals Committee.

Dear Profe cecee .
Tn connection with our collaboration with the Soviet Technical

Commnission for which already 30 special committees, all under German

leadership, have been founded, now also a
Non-ferrous metals Committee

is going to be established. ° e would be much obliged to you if you
would be willing to take charge of this committiee. For further de-
tails the undersigned, who also lives at Berlin-..., would like to
call on you at your home. You can also discuss the matter with Prof.
Dre ..., who himself presides several committees, in the Material

Pruefungs «Amt. ‘
e would appreciate very much if you would accept our invitation,

for it is very difficult to find in Berlin experts in the field of
non-ferrous metals and because we would like very much to fulfill the
wish of the Soviet Technical Commission

Deutscher Normenausschuss
Sign. Dr. Frank
The report of the various technical subcommittees are, of course,
the sole property of the Soviet Technical Commission. The material secured
from the technical subcommittees is published in the Soviet Union and. not
in the Russian Zone of occupied Germany. lost of the technical subcommittee
reports are translated into Russian before being sent to lloscow.
The method of research direction and control as well as the form
of payment varies.. The laterial Pruefungs Amt carries 6n its subcommittee
research as a body and all céntacts with the Deutscher Normensusschuss are
through its Director. The lMaterial Pruefungs Amt, as such, is financed
by the Berlin Magistrat which in turn is under eff'ective Russian control.
The members of the Material_Pruefungs'Amt draw their normal salaries while
. working on the research projects of the Soviet Technical Commission, hut
each member of the institution receives in addition a monthly issue of 2
Red Army officer's food ration. fhe Soviet Technical Commission, however,

prefers to deal with individuals and this method has apparently been Rollowed
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in the case of the lerlin Technische Hochschule. The Director of the lerlin
Technische Hochschule is prominent in the research program sponsored by the
Soviet Technical Commission, and he in turn has recruited almest the entire
staff of that institution for technical subcommittee research. The Berlin
lechnische Hochschule, like the Material Pruefungs Amt, is, of course, like-
wise dependent on the Berlin Magistrat for its finance. The members of the
Berlin Technische Hochschule, who are engaged on an individual basis, receive
a salary fram 1000 to 5000 marks avmonth'.as a member of a subcommittee. Some
individuals are members of mere than one subcomuittee and they receive full
salary from each of the subcomnittees with which they are associated. In |
addition to their salaries, which may be very considerable if an individual
is the member of two or more subcommittees, each individual receives the
monthly issue of a Red Army off'icer's foo}ration.

The research program of the Soviet Technical Commission is popular
both with institutions and with individuals. It offers an.opportunity for
useful activity and since much subcommittee work is concerned with the assembly
of all research data in various technical fields for the ygars 1930 to
1945 it contributea to the research records of the institution concerned.

The importance of the food paymént cannot be owveremvhasised.

Same of the scientists and technicians engaged by the technical subcommite-
tees are not legal residents of Berlin and consequently are not eligible for
the city's food ration cards. In consequence they are éntirely dependent on
the monthly Russian food ration.

The formation of technical subcommittees oovor:i.ng a very wide
range of technical subjects has afforded the Soviet Technical Commission
an admirable recruiting device. Very recently the following questionaire
was presented to members of the technical subcommittees by the Deutscher

Normenmusscechuss. Individuals rﬁponsiblo for institutions or several com=-

-

mittees were given to understand that the continued receipt of Red Army
officer's monthly food rations would depend on the number of a
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answers from subcommittee members to ithe last query of the questionaire.

' Questionaire
for the experts in the committees who are col-
- laborating with the Soviet Technical Commission.

Name:
Profession and Title:
Born, when: where:

Short statements on education:
Statements on field of specialization and special knowledge:

Lastposition before the collapse:, TLast salary before the collapse.
Present position:

Statements on present political opinion and activity:
Are you inclined to work for either a limited or unlimited time
in the Soviet Union?

L B BB B I B B B LR N N R R R R R B B

Address and date signature

The Soviet Technical Commission has been effectively operating in
\ Berlin for at least three months and the work of the technical subcommittees
is apparently fairly well adwanced. It is the belief of those engaged in
subcomnittee work that the entire organizational pattern has been well

thought out and that the subcommittees both individually and collectively

are functioning with marked efficiency.

3. The People's Commissariat is a Russian Communist Party Organi-
zation operating throughout the Russian Zone. This organization has special
divisions or branches which are concerned with secientific and technical re-
seareh, It Is not known through which German organizations the Commissariat
operates, but it is probable that the Deutscher Normenausschuss is utilized
by them in some capacities. In contré.st to the Soviet Technical Commission's
policy on subcommittee membership, the German technical committeées functioning
under the: People's Commissariat are recruited heavily from former Nazi party

\ members. Nearly every Nazi party member dismissed by the lMaterial Pruefungs

1 Amt is now engaged by the Commissariat or by a third type of Russian sponso-
red organization :.vhich will be a&scussed shortly. Salaries and food rations
provided by the Feople's Commissariat are about the same as those provided by
the Soviet Technical Commission. The technical fields covered by the Com=
missariat ecommittees are very broad, but no details eoncerning specific |

comuittees are available. One of the principal eontact men for the People's

“
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party member Russian authorities were made aware of the Beilstein chemiecal
library at Tharandt. Since this library is one of the finest of its kind in
Germany, it was promptly visited by two different Russian scientific and techni-
cal commissions, one of which was from the Ukraine. Shortly afterwards the
Ukrainians evacuated the entire library. A few days later the second Russian
commission revisited Tharandt and were considerably disappointed at having

lost the library to their fellow competitors.

6e There is little evidence to suggest that research in the pure
sciences has been similarly organized by interested Russian agencies. Effective
if indirect control, however, is exercised over individual scientists and scien-~
tific institutions throughout Berlin.

L Prof. OTTO WARBURG, Nobel Prize Winner in Cancer Research is

B2 -
currently residing in the American sector of Berlin. Very recently he ap-

plied for permission to resume research through the American Military Goverrnment
channels. He was informed %y'a Major Shulgtz, of the Education Division,

that an application to resume research should be filed with the proper authori-
ties of the Berlin Magistrat and that, if they .approwved, his. apvlication should: ',
then be re-submitted to himself. If it was found, after proper investigation,
that Dr. WARBURG's political record was satisfactory, the apolication would

then be submitted to the Inter-Allied Kommandanture for final action and the
granting of funds. The funds would in efflect be paid by the Berlin llagistrat.
Apparently unknown to lMajor SHULITZ are the Following faects. Dr. Warburgds
application to resume research must be submitted to the section"Abteilung

Kultur" of the Berlin liagistrat. This section is in the charge of a Mr. Win-
zer, who has resided for a nmmber of years in the Soviet Union. On receiving

Dr. Warburg's application lr. Winzer's first step would be to eonsult the Rus-
sian~headquarters at Karlshorst. For the last six m@nths Dr. Warbnrg hhas

been endeavouring to avoid pressing Russian offers to work directly for them or to
leave the American sector of Berlin for evacuation to the Soviet Union. The
American officer's comment that the resumption of research was a German problem

and that permission for the resumption of such research must follow these

- 6 =
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channels is correct in theory, but stupid in practice. Unfortunately, from

the American side, it is a typical instance.

({3

Within the American sector of Berlin are nine Kaiser Wilhelm
institutes devoted to research in the natural sciences, These institutes,
varying widely i#/ currently available staff and equipment, are financed by
the Berlin Magistrat. The Berlin lagistrat is completely under Russian con-
trol. American concern with these institute8 has confined itself to the
withholding of official sanction to resume research and the prohibition of
the meetings of the various colloquis, The hgad of the Berlin Kaiser Wil-

LUQJv;&_helm Institutes, %_Eilmffszffﬁilisan appointee of the Berlin lagistrat,
recognized by the Russian authorities, provisionally recognized by the

American authorities, but not recognized by the Western Kaiser Wilhelm Ge-

sellschaft at Goettingen in the British Zone. Recently a Dr. lMaximilian

C;CVVT/ ﬁfigigﬁ?, formerly secretary general of the German Chemical Society, was
newly appointed Leiter der Arbeitsgruppe fuer wissenschaftliche Dekumenta-
rion, presumably by Dr. Havemann. Dr. Pfluecke is a former Nazi party
menmber now actively engaged in working for the Russians. Dr. Pfluecke
came to the attention of this office through his informing of the Russian
authorities of the whereabouts of the Beilstein manuscripts and library at
Tharandt in the Russian Zone of occupied Germany. Dr. Pfluecke's action
resulted in the confiscation of the Beilstein materials and thg evacuation
of the library to the Soviet Union. Meanwhile, ironically enough, many of
the old members of the Kaiser Wilhelm Institutes were dismissed for nominal
party membership,

Russian activities és concerns research in the field of the pure
science is not confined, however, ®he the indérect control of institutes in
the British and American sectors of Berlin. The former Kaiser Wilhelm In-

stitute fuer Hirnforachung at Berlin-Buch, in the Russian sector, is being

reconstituted as a medical-biologiecal institute. In Septd&mber, Dr. Timo-

CM DAfeei‘f‘-Ressovsky of the Genetics Section of the former Kaiser Wilhelm Institut

g L
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leuer Firnforschung was evacuated to lioscow as were his more prominent

, assistants; Dr. Zirmer(physicist), Dr. Born(chemist), Dr. med. Catsch(gene-

{

tics), and Dr. Zarapkin(biomathematician)., ~ Shortly thereafter the Genetics
o

A Section became defunct. The newly formed institute is under ?rof. Brugsch

f'fbfﬁy of the University of Berlin who acts in the double capacity of Director and

e
head of the Clinical Section. Dr. Lohmann, of the University of Berlin, ia

now chief of the physiological section and the services of two physicists,

/
‘rof. »oebllch and lrof. Rampe have also been sefured. The new institute

—
—

has been promised all mecessary equipment and assistance by interested Rus-

sian agencies, but it is still too early to properly assess its real function.

e The character of the relationshic between Russimn authorities
and Cerman scientists has and still varies widely. What may be described as
a first phase in this relationship consisted in the removal of laboratory
equipment and the evacuation of key séientific personnel to the East by in-
terested Russian agéncies. This phase reached its most intense form in May
and June of 1945, but continued throughout the fall of that year. Currently, as
has already been described, intereéted Russian agencies work through German
"front organization" such as the Deutscher Normenausschuss or approach scien=-
tists or teqhniciané in which they are interested in a friendly, gquasi-pro-
fessional manner. In many instahces they have offered themselves as a haven
of refuge to former Nazi pafty'members which have been reduced to manual
labor by the American Denazification policy. Through the Berlin Magistrat
they control effectively‘;uch organiz;tions as the K;iser Wilhelm Institutes
and the scientific and technical personnel associated'with them. Occasional=-
ly, hewever, former techniques are still used. Very recently a prominent
scientist called at Russian headquarters at Karlshofst_on a matter of Business.,
Nearly every ten'heters, he was confronted by a sentry; The waiting room into
which he was shown was empty save for one other individual who scrutinized him
closely. When he arose to leave he noticed that he had been sketched. Tﬁe
scientist in qnnstion was finallg’unhsredLinto an enormous rool at the far

end.ofxrhich, seaﬁpégnnﬁl.dia:,_uulkafnugsian.cfticial. The manner of the
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official was fioroe. in 1ovd and pereapbory Lmes he demandad Lo know Lhe

reanon wWhy the scientist refused Lo yp Lo Mosoow, Atar an unforpetanle

sudionoe, the soientist wes free tu return to the Ameriosn seobor.

ity Interestod Mussisn apencies larpely dominste soientifio and
Lootnologioal 11fe in berlin, The three western powers, or Lhelr om part,
are apoarently unswars of the nature snd ortent of this Qomination.  The
netivities of the Soviet Teotnicel Conmission, for exsmple, may bae said Lo
he wall known 4o all interested sireles in berlin szoept Lo Lthe officisls
theoretioally concarned in Lthe militery povertments of Lhe Lhres western

LINETrRs,

9«  This report, hes oonfined itselfl 1o the ferin ares becsuse
vary Lityle reliable information is svailsble eoncerning sindlar sobivity

within the Mussisn Zems of ooouyied Garmany. Y has recently snd rslisbly

bosn reporied, howsver, thet, the Former Laborabories and proving ;f,rsmflu

of the ileeroswaliensmt st Veenemwnie, Kumsrsdorf and Willersleben are
eurrently being opereted by the H;d hrmy.,  Astivity st lesnemisnds 18 re«
vorted tu be eoncerned with heavy urti,llory‘ launched roekebs. ALY tie
memeny, no Further dw;lommd. work has been engapsd in on the /=1 and

=2 roekets, bul enyinsers rom ieenemvenis, reesently in Perlin, state that,
sush projeets will be undertsken in the very near fubure. At Lumersdorf

south of erlin, experiments are proceeding with powler impelled rockets and
Yhe proving grounds st Hillersleben, near Megdstury, sre ourrently sotive,
/ At present the staffs st Peonemvends, Cummersdorf and Hillersleben sre smsl«=

lor than those fourmerly mainiained by the namsnffam;n, but the recruiting

( /L | of aAAitiona) personne] is provesAing reidly,  The recrulting yrogrem for
#11 rookel projects is under the direstion of Digl. Ing. Loyos, formerly

of the Hoiohsl uf tf ahirt, mumm, wio is at the momént residing in the

asian woutor of harline , GomdAvions of work ana ay ab Fenewsenia, Ko

C2
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