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POLAND: Catholic Church Legalized 

Poland·s legislature esterda 
Church 

~. 
I 

iving the Pope 
L~e~r=1=g~t ~to~ncca-=m~e:-a::-rr.::-b"is:-o:h:-::o:-::pc::s-. t~h:-.:e--:c:-.h--:u:-.:r:::cch;:-:-th;:-e:::-:::ri~h=--1 ~to~o·wn ro ert in 

its own name. and a free Catholic press. 

~:-:----~~~~__J A formal exchange of ambassadors between 

Warsa~ and the Vatican,_! -~---~-----~-----
[ [is expected later this year.\ L -----~ 

Comment: Giving the church legal status is an indicator of the 
regime·~ desperation for popular support. most immediately to 

improve- its prospects in next month's legislative election. The regime 
also hor·es to entice the church. long supportiv~ of Solidarity. into a 
more neutral role. Warsaw, which recognized the political opposition 

in the rcoundtablc accord. has. in legalizing the church. further 
abando11cd its longstanding ideological claim to rule alone. It has also 
conlirnwd the church's status as Poland's leading moral political 

force. 
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