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I~ 

EAST GER~f..\'.'O\': Trouilkd -10th . .\nnin .. •rsar)· 

East German)''s orrhodo:r: leaderl·hip almost ctrtainl)' i.·orriel· 
that President Gorbacher's arrfral todaJ' i.·ill prompt additional 
demonstrations and deepen the crisis facing the regime. 

~---~ 

The ti:nuous nature of the rcgime·s hold on the population showed 
again this week when thousands of East Germans tried to board thL· 
train~. c\·acuating the second group of emigrants from Prague to West 
Gcrn1any . .-\ riot in\'ol\·ing an estimated 1.000 East Germans and 
considerable police ,·iolencc erupted at the railway station in Dresden 
on \\ edncsday when authorities tried to clear the area to allow the 

train~ to pass. L_ ____ ~ 

With the escape route through Czechoslovakia effectively closed. 
would-be emigrants arc seeking other exits. Some arc swimming 
acros; the Elbe Ri\'er to Poland and eluding Polish border guards. 
Small groups of East Germans ha,·c also sought refuge in the US. 
French. and West German Embassies in East Berlin and at Bonn·s 
Emb;;ssy in Sofia. 

~-----

Commen1: The self-congratulatory rhetoric of the leadership during 
the 40th anni,·crsary celebrations will ring hollow to East Germans, 
and Gorbachc,·'s \'iSit is likely to provoke demonstrations this 
weckl·nd and afterwards. despite tight security. The size of recent 
demonstrations has been steadily increasing. and many disenchanted 
East Germans may well sec the Gorbachc\' \'isit as a golden 
opponunity to \'Oicc grie\'ances. Large-scale protests would inl-rcase 
the pressure on a regime that already appears to be suffering a 

leadership \'al'uum. 

Gorbixhc\·'s dilemma is to a,·oid undermining either East Berlin's 
effort~ to maintain the stability of the Communist regime or 
Moscow's relations with Bonn. which the Soviets \'iew as their key 
interlocutor on European arms control and economic cooperation 
issues. Thus, in public Gorbachev will play up the importance of 
So\'ie1-East German tics and support East Germany's position on the 
rcunikation and refugee issues. In pri,·ate. however, he is likely to 
press East Berlin for political reforms to case popular discontent 
and crnigration pressure. picking up on comments Soviet party 
lntcrr.:uional Department chief Falin made earlier this week 
advocating reform in East Germany. Gorbachev probably will 
also stress that the So\'icts and East Germans must enlist Bonn's 
cooperation to find an ordcrh· solution to the refugee crisis. 
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