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The Bloc's Last Holdout 

Pr11sident Ctm11se.rr11 's c:11rtain r11el«tion a.f party chief at the national 
partJ' congr11ss that begins A1'onday H"ill shoN· Rom11nia's isolatioj from 
tire transfol"mation sN·e11ping Eastern Europe. LI _______ _ 

Ceausescu has l'll~urcd that the hc-da'" n 
his orthodox 

Ceausescu has reiterated his Stalinist worldvicw in a flurry of 
speeches. blasting Polish and Hungarian reforms as betrayals of 
"socialism" and accusing the West of campaigning to dcstabil izc 
Eastern Europe. Despite his precautions and bluster. howc\'cr. 
Ceausescu has begun to acknowledge more se!·ious economic 
problems and to avow a new concern for the consumer. He recently 
shuffled a number of key jobs. apparently to improve economic 
performance. and has promised improvements in food and energy 

supplies.I I 

Comment The upheavals in Eastern Europe. especially the leadership 
changes in East Germany and Bulgaria. appear to have steeled 
Ceausescu's rcsoh"e to prescr\'e Romania as a bastion of Marxism
Leninism. In fact. Romania dosed its border with Hungary yesterday. 
CcausCSl'U may be setting the stage to denounce Budapest and reform 
at the congress. His uncompromising opposition to reform rules out 
major concessions at the congress. but Ceausescu may remo\'C a few 
ministers and SC'nior bureaucrats as scapegoat> for persistent 
economic problems. His O\'Crriding concern now. however. is 
stability. and he will stoo well shon ofi wholi:salc O\'crhaul of the 

top lcvels.\L -----------~ 
Despite sporadic rumors that Ceausescu's critics in the party might 
try to unseat him at the congress. there is no credible c,·idencc that 
his position is endangered. l\·1ost Romanians. howe\'cr resentful of the 
regime's repression and corruption. arc convinced protests arc futile 
as long as Ccausesrn is in power: recent indications that his health 
may be flagging only reinforce this resignation. L_ ______ _ 

Once Ceausescu leaves the scene. howc,·er. major changes arc likely 
to follow rapidly. perhaps accompanied by violence. The economic 
deterioration and popular frustration created by his rigid policies 
mean his ncpotistic dictatorship probablv will not long sun·i"c him. 
I I . 
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