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Special Analysis 

:'\cw RcJ.(imc l.;ndl•r Fire, Slill I l:ls Lead 
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The Nation11/ Sufrntion front (J'S1\'J il· taking pains to a1·oid the kine/ 

of economic h11rdihip that tt"ou/d make for unrest befor11 the national 

election, l·et for Apl'il, and appears H·el/-situmeti to get through the 

H'inter. 1'he Front remains the fa1·c1rite to H'in the election, though the 

skrpticism of students and H'orkers might still inrprore the chancer of the 

nascent, poorly organi:ed opposition parties, pa 'ricular/J' if the 1·ote is 

del"J·ea. I I 

The new regime is gi,·ing high priority to 11\'0iding shortages of 

essential goods and sen·ices that could spark'' ide unrest. It has taken 
steps to ensure an adequate supply of food and l'ncrgy. including 
halting all agricultural exports. which arc worth more than S 1 billion 

l! '~ar\ 

For its longer term economic needs. Romania is mo,·ing to impro,·e 
its relations with the \\'est. The FSN has r-escindcd Ceausescu's 
earlier renunciation ofmost-fa\'orcd-na1ion tr:<de status with the• U 
has staled its inlcrest in establishing relations with the E 

Unkss the decrepit local distribution system breaks down completely, 
the FSN is in 11n excellent position to gel through the winter without 
major unrest. The So,·iet decision to continue mpp(ying energy will 
hdp. and roughly half of Romania's energy will rnntinue to come 
from the 11.·I iddlc East. BuchareM has enough fr reign exchange to pay 
for se\'eral months of such imports.\ \ 

Population Still Wary 

The FSN is under fire l'\·en as it 1110,·es to guar.mtcc the freedom to 
organi1.L' political parties. minority rights. and i'rccdom of assC'mbly 
and tra\'cl and to restore L'l'onomiL· acti\'it\· anc srcurit,·. The From's 
dforts to portra~· itself as embodying nation:il c onscns~s ha\'e failed 
to mollify a population that is suspicious it mc.tns to entrC'nch itself. 
Man\' Romanians disbclien: Front claims that :t means to be onh· an 
umbi-cll;t organization uniting prodL'lllocracy groups. ( \ 
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Rom:mian Political Pi;.rtics and Organiz~tions: 
The !::merging nnd the Moribund 

The :\illiunal Peasant Party. a dominant pany until forl·cd to disband in 194 7. is the l.lcst 
organized of the opposilicn groups •md claims 10 ha\"I.: thousands of supporters. Its program 
include!. return to traditional Christian \"aiue!.. democracy. nationalism-'"truc patriotism 
like !'resident Reagan·s··--and :;ocial justice. II fa,·ors a return to pri\"ate farming. 

The :\atiunal Liberal Party. a major force in Romania umil 1946. has called for a liberalized 
economy. l'ducational reform. and a return lo a constitutional monarchy under c:>.-King 
:'\lichacl. The Liberals sta1 led publishing the first opposition newspaper. Lihcralul. on 
f\londay. A representati,·c has said they arc in contact with the National Peasant Part~ to 

pn:srlll a common list of' andidates. 

Tht· Romanian Demucratlc Party mudds itself on \Vcstcrn social democratic parties and calls 
for free elections in the scc•.)nd half of the war. free trade unions, and continued membership 
in the Warsaw Pact. • . 

The Romanian Ecolo11ic11l :\Ju1·cml!nt supports the National Salvation Front (FSN) program 
l.lut maintains its right to criticize it. 

The Hungarian Democratk }."orum. created 10 represent :? million ethnic Hungarians
Romania"s largest ethnic minority--cmphasizcs support of the FSN's democratic values. lt 
has announced it will probably field candidates under the FSN. 

The D11mocrntic Forum uf Homanian Germans repa11edly has organized in almost all towns 
with l'thnic Germans. Ron-ania's ::?30,000 ethnic Germans probably cannot sustain an 
independent politi~·al pan~. 

The 3.8 million-member C.1mmunist Party has \"inually disintegrated in the face of the 
anti-Ceausescu revolt. E\·e11 if it tries to come back with a new name and rhetoric, it mav not 
sur.,.ivc. A small group of Communists on 30 December called for an emergency congress to 
dissoh·c the party and tram fer its assets to the FSN. but the FSN is distancing itself from the 
Communists. indicating it docs not want their assets. 
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S1udcn1s. wid~·ly regarded as 1hc moral force that O\"Crthrew 
Cc<1us-:scu. arc particularly \·ocal critics. In Bucharest Sunday more 
than 2.000 students protcs1cd the presence of Communist holdo\"crs 
and unknown figures in 1he 1ransi1ional go,·crnmcnt. demanded 
educa1 ional reforms. and thrc:mcncd new mass protes1s. Studenis 
dismi~scd the si.x student reprcscntali\·es on 1hc I I-member FSN 
Execu; i\'C Counl"il last week as puppets. and thousands of s1udcnts 
rcpon·~dly have demonstrated recently in Braila and Galati. 
south~·astern cities. 

'-------~ 

Waffling on Election Timing 

At lca~t six new poli1ical panics-none yc1 registered-and 01hcr 
oppo~ition groups appear to agrrc that 1hc national election should be 
postponed. They claim an early election will unfairly help the Front, 
which .1lmost totally controls the mass media. The groups also cite 
lack of such resources as telephones tn~ewriters, and office space, as 

slowin:~ their clTortslL _______ ~J 

The F~.N has indicated some fkxibility on election timing but still 
appear; comrnined to an early date. Spokesman Sil\'iu Brucan has 
said th: FSN would considcr a formal request for postponement and 
has pre-posed roundtable talks with opposition parties. President 
llicscu has said the election may be delayed a month. but Prime 
l\tinist•:r Roman is sticking with the FSN·s original commitment. 

I I 
Opposition groups probably cannot seriously challenge the FSN by 
April. In addition to its organizational and logistic advantages, the 
Front rnn lake credit for restoring stability and impro,·ing food and 
l.'ncrgy supplies. The opposition parties' chances may improve if the 
l.'!cc1io11 is dclavcd and the,· can win better access to the media. 
NC\"crtiiclcss. u"nless their (nexpcrienccd leaders can build broad 
alliancl sand produce coherent programs. or the FSN abuses its 
power 1·11ough to alienate ordinan· Romanians thc~e steps arc not 

likely m he enoush. \L ___________ ~J 
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