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Early Election Forcing Puce of l"nity Dcbutc 

The ad1·ancement of the East German election is alread)'/orcing the 
pace of decisionmaliing in Bonn and East Berlin as the unity question 
increasing/)' dominates both German)·s' agendal·. \ I 

East German Communist kadcr Gysi canceled today's scheduled trip 
to Washington. citing the need to prepare his collapsing part~· for 
the March election. Gysi has called unification .. unstoppable" but 
cautioned against hasty mo\'cmcnq 
II he will fly to Moscow soon.Ll~o~11~0~"~.,~n-c-g•p..crc:cc=me'ieccr=-M..-:o=--=d"'r=o=\\:--. ---

~vcs toda\' to meet with President Gorbachc\' and Premier 
R,·zhkov. Mcan~\'hile-barclv a dav after a non-Communist caretaker 
g~n:m men t was announccd.:_somc I 00,000 demonstrators in 

I Leipzig called for Gcrran unity and an end to Communist rule. 

Also citing the new East German election date, West German 
Chancellor Kohl has canceled tri · · 
March. 

ons towar a "treat,· com 

Comment: The continuin 

new German initiatives, 
Ls_u~c~a~s_a_p_r_o_p_o-sa'· l"fi"o-r-:-a-d'e--:m~i~liccta-cr-ciz_e_d;--;:;E~ast Germ an'" mav be 

announced soon. I I . . 

Modrow and Gysi may try to use their Soviet visits to show their 
influence with Moscow: they probably will coordinate policy on 
managing the unification proc:css, including responses to popular 
demands for reducing the Soviet troop-presence in East Germany. 

Modrow may urge Moscow not to cut oil shipments or So\•ict orders 
for East German goods during the election campaign c\'cn though 
Moscow will be hard pressed to avoid temporary cutbacks. Gysi 
probably hopes Gorbachc\"s popularity in East German'· will helo 
slow the Commuljlists' eroding electoral prospects.I 
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