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, MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION e
O R T A VR cod ey
The Amoriuan Ambassador February 2, 1944.
Marshal Stalin Place: Kremlin
Mr. Molotov Time: 6 p.m,
N¥r. Stevens C o de o oo @71 , W Rve e LAY /ﬂrﬁdé» 5
Mr, Berezlkov Y. /N/ Joien Ldea s Lone

Subject: Soviet-Polish relaticns,

Aftor ocompleting disoussion of the other subjeots the Am-
basaador said that th:‘fresidant bopoefngmo way might be found
to solve the prodlem EE=XLS difficulﬁjﬁolcs. In reply Marshal
Stalin asked for a dulging drief ocase whioh was 1ying on the
table and extracted a copy of "Niepodleglodd”, whioh he haid
was printed by the Polish underground in Wilno. BHe pointed
out that the atréamor on this issue (Jily, 1943) read in Pdl-'
ish: "Hitler and 5talin - two aspeots of the same evti*. It
was diffioult, he oontinued, to deal with such people. They
may be able to fool Mr. Bden, he added, dbut this shows their
real character,

The Ambassador remarked that he had nothing to ad@“to 
what the President hed already said, but that i: iv weﬁg_go¢w 
aible to find a solutlion it would be very desirabdle, M&rah&l
Stalin replied that the Soviet Government was alsa 1nter§ated

in finding a solution, But what, he asked, cun you adii&@ ua,

vo do ﬁff?.«ifﬁfy I;)’?:gg}ai/n? 1% potovan on The solvtien of ”" 5"""«””"‘ o

The Ambassadoyr sald thaq4ir uarahal Stalin had any meam
sage to oommunioatt to thefprﬁaident he would be glad tm{myanau
mit 1t. Marshal Stalln indiosted that he had nothing in mihd.
The Ambassador observed that thb settlement of tne Poliah’qué@g
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tion was prirarily of course a matter for Marshal Stalin to
deal -ith,

varskal Stalin then sald that ha would e slad 1f relstlons

%ith the Folish Government could be improved but that hs was
convinced 1t could not bve done as long as certaln persons who
were antaxgonistic to the Soviet Unlon remalned in the Govern-
mant.

fie mentioned particul rly 3Sosnkowski and Kot., ['e sald

hat Mikolajezyk might be 21l right, hut that he was a weak
Tan aqﬁ\commletely under the thumb of Sosnkowskl. These raeow-
ple wonld have to be removed tefore the Soviet Government
could deal with the Polish Government in londcn, ~The Peles
1iked to think that the Russians were good fizhters but that
trhey were fools, and thought they could let thae Russians carry
trae burden of the w-r and then step in at the end and partici-

pate 1in the spoils. The Foles would find cut who were the
Tools,

B85/
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JORANIUHN OF CONVIR DM“I N

February 2, 1l944.

The Arerican Ambassador Place: XKremlin
Time: 6 Delme
Mar shal Stalin .y /ﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁ { o
Mr. Molotov ( - ,] i N ’:l[__./l PR
“ e 1 7 / it 'q vt l“ ’“
iire Stevens v afq g ml
Iir. Berezhkov P‘C pee
o -Ma\ T
g al¥7g

Subject: Russian Bases for American shuttle bombers and

photo reconnalssance planes.

The Ambassadar stated that he had wanted an appointment
with Marshal Stalin to discuss the military proposals made
by the President at Telwran, partlcularly with reference to
shuttle bombling. He sta’ed that he was taking this matter
up on instructions from General Marshall and General Arnold

L I T

and with the caslizan®d of General Elsenhower. Daylight bomb~
Ing can penetrate more deeply into Germany if American bombers %
from the United Kingdom and Italy ﬁﬁmbﬂmbomﬂ are permitted to
land repularly in the Soviet Union. qé

Marshal 3talin asked approximately how many planes would
be involved. The Ambassador replied that 1t was contenmplated
to send one to three flights of 120 planes eaéﬁ?éééééuy We
would like to have facilitiles for the full number of 360 planes

1f possible; if not the questlion would be subject to adjustment

according to the possibilities. 8talin lnquired whether the N

planes would be 4-engined bombers, to which the Ambassador re-
plied that they would be Flying Fortresses or Liberators. NN

The Ambassador then stated that Stalin might recall that
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mention had beenwmade&at Tehran of photo reconnalssance planes ‘- ..

and that it had been proposed to make one flight per day, de-
veloping the photos at the Soviet base and makling them avall=
able to the Soviet alr force. The plane would return to its
bage a3 soon a3 possible. The guestion of the bombers and the
photo reconnaissance planes 13 not necessarlly connected; the
flights of the latter could be started more easlly. The ataff
of the United States Army Alr Forces 1a ready to concert its
plans with the Red Armryy Alr starff and would consider bombing
tar gets of interest to the Red Army on return flights. Like-
wise photos of areas of interest to the Hed Apmy could be
taken by the photo reconnaissance planes on flights in elther
directlione.

Stalin inquired whether the fuel would have to be gupplied
by the Soviet Unlon, and what octane content was required. The
Ambassador replied that these planes used 100-octane gasoline.
Ffuel, spare parts and bombs would have to be brought in for the
use of the planes, as well as anythin;; else they required which
wasd not standard sgulpmsab in bthe lied Apmye. The 1l00-octane gasow-
line is btireomgerurbeweees-i-s now beln- shipped to the Soviet Union,
snd that required Rrmm by the planes could be teken from the
same stocks,

Stalin then asked what ground staff would be reguired for
3ay 150 or 200 planes and whether it was intended that American
or Soviet personnel be useds. The Ambassador sald that some
American 353&# would be necessary, but that the number would

depend on the wishesa and convenlence of the Red Alr Force.
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Specialists on planes of thils type would have to be brought in
to supervise the work of the ground crewss When the planes
land they reuuire tha swrvices of a large number of men; Lf:, ..

Jo S e s
- the ,caews, can o provided by the Russians 1t will be that much

A
the better.
Stalln sald he was agking for this information in order to
be able to make the necessary preparations. He sald that 150 to
200 planes can be taken care of at the outset, and that later the
number can be reconsgidered. The Ambassador asked whether arrange-

plane
ments cauld also be made for one photo reconnaissance/per day to

Italys. 3Stalin replied that he had already agreed to this at Teh-
rane. le sald it could be done and asked where the fields were
desired. The Ambasagador replied that one fleld in the north
would be needed for the plane from Britaln and another in the
south for the plane from Italy. Stalin suggested to Molotov

"that a field near Velikl Luki would be sstisfactory and added

ssa1duo)) Jo Axeaqry ‘uoisIg yduasnuey] 3y Jo suondapon 3y woay pasnpoxday

that 1t would be hearest., IHe sald 1t was too bad the Red Army
nad not yet recaptured Ursha since there are excellent flelds
near that town. He then brought out a map of the front and
indicated varlous possibilities, remarking that there was a
good fleld at Kotli west of Leningrad. The Ambassador remarked
1£ that %t was eaay;to change bases far photo reconnalssance planes
o #K;héééﬁggithe moat suitable fleld would depend on the missiond .
Stalin then asked what kind of fields would be needig for#
PIVOUPREE SU

4-engined bomberss. The Ambassador salid that they fly in® swewss
Ay .&“sl‘\ N e

of , 120 planes, but that they would fan out to different bases

land at Soviet airflalds from Great Britain and another plane from

i

v
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after bombing their tarset. Stalln sald he was thinking of
glving them tlree fields in the north and threes in the south.
The Ambassador answered that this was perfect. He polnted out

that the use of the fields by American bombers would quuize

N /.Vv»

the coordination of radio inf@ﬁmabtun Lo arrange for 1andin S /_;
.

Freuaf.

3talin expressed assent and stated that thaufiolde would be ine

Toa koot

 fowmed. The Ambassador also emphasized that the lanjuage diffi-

culty would have to be overcome, to which Stalin also agreed.
The Ambassador sald that by maeklng these flelds avallable it

would help grcatly in preventing losses, particularly to lage

‘ g&ng 'planes which had been damaged and might not otherwise be

I Sonbvons b

able to get back to their basegt especially in deep penetrativna.

£Y
Stalin remariked that the proposed plan would cause the Germans

to feel the Allied blows more and added: "We favor it".

The Ambassador then inquired how the detalls of the opera-
tions should be worked out, and suggested that General Deane
and Colonel Bond, the alr offlcer of the Hilltary M ssion, were
prepared to discuss 1t. Stalln replled that within two or thres
dsys he would ask Molotov and a representative of the Red A%my
to meet with the Ambassador and General Deane to dlscuss the

matter further. The detalls could be settled in subsequent

discugsions between General Deane and the Hed Army representative.

The Ambassador suzgested that i1t might be necessary for
Colcnel Bond to inspectthe slx alrporta to make suggestions

regarding necesgary facllitles and other matbers. Stalln re-

plied that arrangements could be nade for him to visit the . [/
O

flelds togzether with the Red Army representative. “
FBs/
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MEMORANDUM O CONVLERSAT N

February 2, 1944.

The Amer ican Ambassador

liarshal sStalin Copjr v o, = i1 W Byved Place: Kremlin
lre. Molotov / " 4 , Time: 6 Deme
N,_f . S 8 [_{/ . C o, v
Mr. Stevens f Coa "
lr. Berezhiov e N

Subject: Bases in Soviet Far Tast foar American bombers. ng

After discussing bases in the West for shuttle bombers
from Great Britaln and Italy, the Ambassador stated that he '
desired to take up matters concerning the Pacific War which

had been discugsed with the President at Tehran. IHe =aid he

understood the delicacy of thls question, but pointed out that

the plannink of our whols Pacific strateﬁy depends in large

‘4; L R o B A

N
on the Maritime Provinces or other Soviet territory in the

measure , on the 3ize of theAPombLng force which can be based

Far Tast. Pe gsaid it was easy en gu rh toffly olanes, but that
“....J-M/ ,"" 4 ’ toy Aot
the bhzses from which tlhey ooerat%ﬁmunt be plaﬂned long hefore
il r.\c_la, o fooa BT
operations begin. ai-<deeisien- eoﬂewvﬁ%ﬁ@mabeirwLeea@man must

\."

he ro arly a 4:te as peosgible and certainly prior

l"

ached at ag o
to the defeat of Germany. Marshal 3talin indicated agreement
with this viewpoint.

The Ambassador continued that the need for secrecy was

obvious and that any arragements liarshal 5talin may deem procer

in this connection will be understoud. however, planning for

the size of a force to onerste in the Far Zast and arrangements

5 _(;:";

n

¥

for its ov=r=2tions are matters of importance and we should there-

fore like to bezin preldémingry discussions as soon as nossitle.
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Marshal 3talin incuired who would revresent the american
Government in the discussions on t:'is guestion. The Ambasgsador
rerlied that he and General Deane would participate, and that
Admiral Olsen would be brought in when naval quebtlonq were un-

der consideration., Ee continued that re did not wish to go into
p‘\n

too much detail, but said that
th& onerations were nlanned against the Kuriles Islandg and
Faramushiro. The date of tlese operations might be advanced

if %oviet forces were nrernared to cooper:te,

Yarshal 3talin ssked wi etlier such cooperation was cesired
now or at a later date. The Ambassaidor replied that le was re-
ferring to the type of coo:reratiocn and strategic planning whrich
was desired at a future date. I'e tten showed Marshal 3talin

¢

on a glohe ths prefent ctage of orerstions in the 5a01fic. s:!

Lo 4 Y AP N U e -/ e By Loy hnnany o 2F £ e
’l‘&_ o e b oy NN :vr( {a vy T w TR ! A g L am e
sad that the operations wrich had bveen go.ng on in New uﬁinea by

ped

bl

1 .tg. utwpﬁb a"anese line of COWmunletlUnS‘ Thwsj*?%.wf
! . N _‘

._r@b%m{ but ;Lj,,zwould«a@dﬁ*oecome,n [ .
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a Qéld;n% Qﬁ@fdu&?ﬁ ThiMUﬁyted tdteo’fork 's Lad baken ?fe

,f' 4/

QW ’ J}#drliéf%lronﬁ_

o the whole: fout) 63 t“eater of Oneratmuu{ will drop off It

ten becomes a 1u§$_ on of wietrer furj her ong ations sshall te

/ B o

ancentr ted in the center or the QOrth. If‘t%ere'can e massed
-

bomb ing from t}e nort“, tre cazpaieps-in.Burma. and the Philipoines
woﬁId”Bémeasieri i%awnop%h-}s tﬂyﬂ@gﬁﬁﬁ Jhe- key-to-future. onera- ?
{‘/'V h f/r - B

tiLB&. The cuestion of how large an alr force we can base hﬂeth

is one to w-ich we would like to »ave an answer as early as ~o0s-
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gible. +hen it is received we can proceed to the preparation
of plans.

Yarshal 5talin renlied that at present the Sovist Govern-
ment is unable to tzke part in operations against Japan since
its forces in tie Far East are too small, It wil. be necessary .
to reequip the Red Air Force in the Far Bast before it can par-
ticinate in operations, This is being done, but it will recuire
another two or thrree months., By that time the 3oviets hope they
will have a new air force there, Four infantry corps of 20 to
22 divisions will then bte transferred to the Far ZTast. It can
not be done now, asg the Red Army is very busy in the West.

When German resistance in the West tegins to weaken, divisions
will be sent to the Far Fast. By the end/gie surmer the cues-
tion of wretiher the divisions can be transferred will tave been
clarified. as soon as tvese forces are transferred, trhe Soviet
Government will ceasc to fear Japanese provocaticn and may even
nrovoke the Japanese itself, It is too weak to do so now, how-
ever, as such acticn might result in the loss of the coastal
noditions., Consecuently taere is no inmealate vossibllity of
cooperation in that theater; it can only materialize later.
With regard to the question of beginihing conversations about

f

basing air forces in the Far Hast, the matter was discu
J".,[,,(‘,_. Lo e "ﬁb}*/ Ca Doehas
Gh Tanhran o) Ilsousatoany oam M .,?_.._tlnued.'.& B¢ 300 American
A te
nlanes ame baced there - and here, Marshal 3talin interposed
o~ bty o L
that trere wculd also beA)OVlet h&ﬁaes

Tre question of the locaticn of trese fields - whether on Kam-

ctatka or near Vladivostck - must be consicered., Marshkal Stalin

o .
n,. ﬂ,\\wwMﬂ‘.A, A e b £ o

LR Y PN,
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sald re would invite the Chilef of the Red Alr Forces in thre
Far Zast to ccme to lioscow and bring a map showing the avail-
atle air fields. The fields for bases for American planes
can thren be selected, and if the number is insufficient, new
fields will be provided.

The Ambasgsador said that he knew the Fresident understood
Yarchkal 3Stalin's feelings abcout not provoking the Japanese until
te 1s ready to dc so., The FPresident will be very pleased to
receive thkis information., It will he comr unicated only to the
President, General Varshall, General Arncld and Adwmiral King.
It will be of grest assistance in vnlanning orerations,

Yarshal Stalin reiterated“that if Japan is Qrovoked nc

m\w.%"'iy“ R e W

tirere ig a danger of losing ae Soviet tervitory 1n the Far
b

Tast., The Ambassador replied that the Fresident understood
this and fully agreed. iarstal 5talin then emphasized that
the inform=ti n must be livited to a very small group, and
said that on the Zoviet side the matter would be handled by
Zeneral Antonov.

The ambaseador pointed out that Generul Arncla had had

..{ﬂw ey

lOCthlanes in mind as the optimum number to permit the full

weisht of an air attack to be made agoinst Japan., s

QOMLBL-h@v&knm&ntmiiﬁﬂﬂ“lt“impéhﬁibl&wﬁﬂmm&ﬁ&u&ﬁﬁgs avElTavrie
PR e PO u

for thris numbery-the -question- s baareconsméﬂnad Marshal

Stalin replied that if 't number were to be based in the

Tar Tast new fields will have to be built. Fe said that whey

would see what was possible, Decisions can be reuached after

,;j/ .’«-xv-‘ ' s s P
' W LA T "vln.
the map is recelveu‘ﬂhJ ”“' crie
A B S ".rw'l-' A A

T
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[ CC Frou e

wmeepe . 1,5, UnGIENT
FP'OR THE BYRES 0P TN PHESIDERT ONLY, PERSONAL AND wsecirrt™:
Thisg afternoon I saw liarshal Stalin and discussed with

him in detall the milltary proposale submitted by you to him

at Teheran.

e

]
s 22 £hoWn

He apreed to provide on Soviet air flelds facilities for

shuttle bombing for 150 to 200 U.s. heavy bombers as a starter

and for daily U.3. photo reconnaissance planes from Italy and

Bngland. This accords with request we have received recently

[ > Qf
iy u i} pant aurd &)

EJ 17058,

from General Arnold approved by General lisenhower. Deane is

ih concurrenc

cabling further detalls to Arnold. Dlscusslions to implement

“"h
£
T
4
2

1
0
P

D Retpn lone*
B Declass

this decision willl be arranged lmmedlately between us and the

o w

Soviet Alr Staff.

I then brought up the question of planning for use by

American heavy bombers of Soviet alr bases in the Eust after

"Rusgsla enters the war agalinst Japan. Stalln repeated and
ariplified what he stated at Teheran in regard to Soviet
present air and ground strength in the ast and sald that
he could not afford to provoke an incldent now. He added
that because of their preoccupation in the West they could not
vet strengthen thelr army, though they were increasing their
alr strength.

He told me categorically (after I had explained in detail
the importance of our knowing at the earliest moment what
facilities could be mnde avallable] that facilities would be
provided to base thres hundred U.5. heavy bombers in addition

to lwusgslan bombers, and agreed to have the Chief of their Far

i

e
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=2 - February 2, 1944.

Rastern Ailr PForces come to loscow shortly to discuss the location
of suitable bases with Deane. 1 explained that General Arnold
had contemplated the basing of as many as a thousand bombers

in %" 13 area. 3talin replled Quote Then we must k¥ build new ‘
fields. Ve will see what 1s posslble.Unquote.

That these dilscussionsg must be kept within the narrowest
limits was emphasized by Larshal Stalin. T explained that I
would report 1t to you and that undoubtedly yvou would inform
Leahy, larshall, Iing and Arnold, but that I could assure him
it would not bte comwun’cated to anyone else except those
immedliately involved. I hope this commitmént can be respected.
General Arnold should inform General “eane promptly as to the
preferred ceneral locatlons of the alr filelds as between the
Vladlvostok area and Kamchatka and be given any further instruc-
tions or detalls that may be requlred for his dlscussions with
the Soviet Far lastern alr chlef.

In accordance with your request at Teheran, Stalln

agreed to exchange intelllzence infarmation regarding Japap.

e atated, however, that the Soviet information was not Cuote rich
Unquote. Ile also agreed to expand the weather Ilnformation now
provided for us.

I brought up your request for advance planning of

naval operatlons but he dld not appear familiar with fhe subject

and we reached no conclusion.
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T o= 5 - February 2, 1944.

pu—
7

R

Approval was glven by Stalin to certain other
military matters we have up; - ) o

he conversatiqy,thich 1aatéd for an hour and a
half, could not have beéﬁpmore frlendly and Stalin could not
have shown a greater disposltlon to be cooperative. Defore
~iving his approval he asked detal led questlons about each
point. In subsequent cables I wlll report the information which
ne volunteered at some length indicating the extreme concern of
the Japanese regardlng their present position. He also touched

on Poland.

D
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Conversation, February 2, 1944
The Kremlin

Fresent: The Americen Ambassador, Mr. Harriman
Mershal Stalin
Mr. V. M. Molotov

Mr., F. B. Stevens, Second Secretary of
the American Embassy
Mr., Bereshlkov, Soviet interpreter

Subject: Iggrovoment of air and signal communications
etween Washington and Moscow,

The Ambassador stated that the leat two questions he
desired to take up had both been raised at the Moscow
Conference. They concerned the improvement of alr and
signal communications between Washington and Moscow.

With reference to slignal communications, he stated that

en excellent radioc circult had been established between

Tehran and Washington; if Moscow could be tied 1nto this
circulit communications would be speeded up greatly., The
cirouit would of course be avellable for Soviet traffiec

1f the Soviet Government desired to use it.

Marshal Stalin replled that he thought this coulad
be done, and Molotov nodded acquiescence.

With regard to aly communications, the Ambassador
stated that he had asked the privilege of sendl in one
4~motored plane each week to handle important mail and
passenger traffic from Tehran and Cairc for Moscow,

5335107 Jo A1eaqr] ‘UoISIAlQ ydrasnuey 33 JO suodajjo)) ayy woxy paonporday

At this point Molotov interjected that he felt it
might be a good idea to slign an sgreement similar to that
between the Soviets and the British which provides for
Soviet operation on the line between Moscow and Tehran
and for British operation beyond that point,

The Ambassador contimied that we would like to send
in one 4-motored plaene per week on any basis of reciproe
city which the Soviets might propose, The asdvantage of
the 4~motored plane is that 1t can fly through or around
bad weather and thus avold costly delays. We will attempt
to arrange for any reciprocal privileges which may be de- '
sired by the Soviet Union, v ¢
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wiler

Marshal Stalin then stated that 1f permission 1s
granted for American planes to proceed to Moscow it would
constitute a precedent for other embassies, He stated
that he did not see why the Ambassador insisted on press-
ing this matter.

The Ambassador replied that the only other country
for which such a service might conatitute a precedent
would be Great Britain. Molotov stated again that the
agreement with the British provides for a conmnnection at
Tehran. He added that conversetions were begun last year
for an sgreement with the Unlited States but that nothing
had come of them.

The Ambasgsador stated that we attach importance to
this queation because the longer range of the planes and
the regulsrity of service which would be possible would
be of great convenience to important peraons connected
with the war effort who frequently have to come to Moscow,
He polnted out that there is complete reciprocity in the
use of facilities between the Unlted States end Great
Britain and that planes of one country are constantly
flying over territory of the other,

Marshal Stalin replied that he reslized such a sere

fﬁice would be & conveunlence for passengers, but said that
1t would not be convenlent for the Soviet Government. He
‘then suggested that the United Statea might consider

selling to the Soviet Union 4~engined planes which sould
be flown by Soviet pilots, He added that incidentally

the Soviet Union would soon have some planes of thelr

own of thla type.

The Ambassador sald he was under constant pressure
from Washington to establish this service. He said that
the American Uovermment, General Marshall and the Army
attach great importance to 1t. Our planes would conform
to any regulations which the Soviet CGovernment might see
fit to impose. The Ambassador sald he hoped Marshal Stalin
might be able to arrange for the service to begin. Cone
venlent counections are tremendously importsnt in cute
ting down the time required to reach Washington., Members
of General Donovants staff, for inatance, who left
Moscow on the Ambasasdor's plane, reached Washington in
six days. This is the only reason for our desire for
speedy communications.

The Ambassador added that in August 1542 Marshal
Stalin had placed great importance on itransport planes
and that he had accordingly given the matter close atten-
tion. Transport planes are now coming forward to the
Soviet Union in greater numbers. If the Soviet Governe
ment desires to obtain 4emotored planes the Ambasasador
stated that he would try to arrange to procure them, He
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emphasized, however, that we still desire to estsblish
the weekly service.

Marshal Stalin remarked that the Soviet Union had
recelved no 4-engined planes from the United States. The
Ambassador repllied that thus far only twoeengined planes
had been provided, but said that 1f 4-engined plsnes were
veeded he was willing to take the matter up with Wash-
iagton, '

Marshel Stealin answered that the Soviet Unlon would
be pleased to buy some 4-engined planes, even outside
the scope of Leund~Lease, but added that he had not raised
the question since he knew the United States needed all
it could produce. The Ambasssdor asked that the question
be allowed to remain open,

FBS:un
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Februanry 2, 1% 4.

The American Ambassada
Flace: Kremlin

idarshal Stalin i e: 6 Dl

M. Molotow
¥r. Stevens
Mr. Berezhkov

subject: bxpansionof exchunge o weather inforrnwtion.

The .usbagsador stated that it would be useful to have
3taiin's asslistance in arranging 1o expand the exchange of
acathor informution reiating to the Pucifie area. Stalin

indicated that 1t would be possible to expand tiils sarvige.
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L0 AaTOUM P CONVEAGATION

S
February &, 1944. St

The Ambass: dor Placea: Xremlin

Time: 6 P.ile
Mdarshal Stalin

Mr. Molotov - -

oo M Code ity 4 U7 R
¥Mr. Berezhkov ' o » ,

Mr. Stevens fe v i, Yo Lac .

Jubject: Exchange of Milltary Iunformation.

During his conversation with Marshal Stualin the Ambasgsa-

da stcted that among the ninor matters he desired to mention
was that of the exchange of militury information. He inquired

whether such militury intekrligence informution on Japan as was
in the poussession of the oviet military intelligence couid be
made svailable %o us.

Marshal otalin replicd thav the Soviet infofimation on Japan
wag not very rieh, but that what there was wouid be msde avall-
able. The imbassador replied that our informitlon wus also very
incomplete, but pointad out that by ascembling what we possess

jointly it might be possible to plece together a useful picture,

Stalin replied that the 3oviets would not conceal the information
they have.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

The American Ambassador February 2, 1944.

Marshal Stalin [] Place: Kremlin
Mr. Molotov 0 Time: 6 p.m.
Mr. Stevens

Mr. Berezhkov

Subject: Soviet-Polish relations.

After completing discussion of the other subjects the Ambassador said that the
President hoped some way might be found to solve the problem of the ["~and]
difficult[~ies with the] Poles. In reply Marshal Stalin asked for a bulging brief case
which was lying on the table and extracted a copy of "Niepodleglosc", which he said
was printed by the Polish underground in Wilno. He pointed out that the streamer on
this issue (July, 1943) read in Polish: "Hitler and Stalin - two aspects of the same evil".
It was difficult, he continued, to deal with such people. They may be able to fool Mr.
Eden, he added, but this shows their real character.

The Ambassador remarked that he had nothing to add to what the President had
already said, but that if it were possible to find a solution it would be very desirable.
Marshal Stalin replied that the Soviet Government was also interested in finding a
solution. But what, he asked, can you advise us to do with such people.

The Ambassador said that [~the President placed great importance on the solution of
the question and] if Marshal Stalin had any message to communicate to the President
he would be glad to transmit it. Marshal Stalin indicated that he had nothing in mind.

The Ambassador observed that the settlement of the Polish question was primarily of
course a matter for Marshal Stalin to deal with.

Marshal Stalin then said that he would be glad if relations with the Polish Government
could be improved but that he was convinced it could not be done as long as certain
persons who antagonistic to the Soviet Union remained in the Government. He
mentioned particularly Sosnkowski and Kot. He said that Mikolajczyk might be all
right, but that he was a weak man and completely under the thumb of Sosnkowski.
These people would have to be removed before the Soviet Government could deal
with the Polish Government in London. The Poles liked to think that the Russians were
good fighters but that they were fools, and thought they could let the Russians carry
the burden of the war and then step in at the end and participate in the spoils. The
Poles would find out who were the fools.
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