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SUBJECT :

PARTICIPANTS:

DATE, TIM E  

AND PLACE:

Expanded M eeting with Chancellor Helm ut Kohl 
of Germ any

The President 
Vice President
W arren Christopher, Secretary of State 

Robert Rubin, Secretary of Treasury 

Anthony Lake, Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 

Leon Fuerth, Special Assistant to the Vice 

President for Natipnal Security Affairs 

Richard Holbrooke, Assistant Secretary of 
State for European and Canadian Affairs 

Charles Redm an, U.S. Am bassador to Germ any 

Alexander Vershbow, Senior Director for 

European Affairs, NSC Staff, Notetaker 
Gisela M arcuse, Interpreter

Helm ut Kohl, Chancellor
Friedrich Bohl, Federal M inister
Dieter Vogel, State Secretary
Im m o Stabreit, Am bassador
Rudolf Dolzer, Chief of Intelligence
Coordination and Director General, Federal 
Chancellery

Joachim  Ditterlich, National Security Advisor 

and Director General, Federal Chancellery 

Andreas Fritzenkoetter, Federal Chancellery 

M atei Hoffm ann, Chief of Staff, Federal 
Chancellery

Dorothea Kaltenbach, Interpreter

February 9, 1995, 11:30 am  - 12:30 pm  

Cabinet Room

The President: First tell m e about the floods. (U)

Chancellor Kohl: This year we have had very crazy weather. The
first few days were very cold; then it got warm er and this caused 

the floods. The truth is the fact that, especially in the Rhine 

valley, we did a lot of things earlier in the century that we 

would not do today. People tried to m ake a crooked river

SECRET
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Straight. This m ade it run faster, and caused less water to be 

absorbed. After 1920, they thought this was the latest in 

scientific knowledge. Now it is seen as a m istake. The flooding 

was very bad in Germ any, but even worse in the Netherlands. The 

problem  is that a num ber of tributaries to the Rhine also 

overflowed their banks. W ithin 24 hours we had a huge flood.
(U)

The President; W hen we were in the Oval Office we spoke a bit 
about our respective positions on NATO expansion. I think we 

agreed that the Decem ber decision to use 1995 to determ ine the 

"why and how" of NATO expansion, but not to set a tim etable or 
identify countries, is the right approach. If there is agreem ent 
on that, we should m ove on to discuss Russia and Chechnya.
Yeltsin is going to give a speech to the Dum a on the 16th. It 

would be good if both of us could com m unicate to him  before then, 
to urge that he signal to the world that he is seeking a 

political solution and an end to the violence. It would m ake it 

easier for us to support him  if he did this.

Chancellor Kohl: I will m ake a few rem arks later on internal
developm ents in Germ any and about the status of European 

integration. I will first com m ent on Russia and NATO expansion. 

(U)

First, a basic statem ent: for us in Germ any, NATO is essential
for the future. I com pletely adhere to Konrad Adenauer's concept 
that our policy should be based on two pillars: European unity
and the transatlantic link. There is no priority between them  

because they are of equal value. The transatlantic link m eans 

our relationship with the United States. This is why it is 

trem endously im portant that U.S. soldiers be present to a 

m eaningful degree in Europe. As we continue to build the 

European house, the United States should have an apartm ent —  no 

one should push you out. fG-)

Another point is that we should broaden the transatlantic bridge. 
W e have the m ilitary dim ension, which is very necessary. But we 

should also strengthen econom ic ties and especially cultural ties 

—  relations between scientific com m unities, exchanges of 
students, scientists, scholars and young people. W e should not 
lim it exchanges to issues that touch our m inds, but also include 

those that touch our hearts. This is very im portant.

If I understand you correctly, we are in total agreem ent on 

enlargem ent of NATO. W e need to enlarge toward Central and 

Eastern Europe. They have high hopes and high anxieties. If we 

strive for enlargem ent without knowing the psychological 

situation, if we use harsh language, it will not work. It has 

always been our position that enlargem ent only m akes sense if it
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does not lead to increased hostility or enm ity with the Russians. 
Therefore we can only do it if Russia —  and Ukraine as well —  

are part of the process.

W ith regard to Chechnya, no one knows the background of the 

situation. I am  surprised that people in the W est hail the 

Chechens as dem ocratic heroes. To put it bluntly, they are 

gangsters. Our experts say that a large part of the M afia in 

Berlin is m ade up of Chechens. So this is not the nice group in 

white hats that the press som etim es describes. fG)

W e have differences at hom e with regard to Chechnya. But I would 

say that those who are striving for the dissolution of Russia 

will only bring about a catastrophe and destabilization with 

terrible consequences. W e are very close to the Caucasus. There 

would be an im m ediate im pact on all the Turkic peoples there, as 

well as on M uslim s in neighboring countries like Iran. Turkey 

could be destabilized and then we would be at the M editerranean. 
fG)

I am  looking with grave concern at Algeria. M y predictions are . 
very dire. Even Francois M itterrand, who long believed that he 

could som ehow turn the situation around in Algeria, is now very 

skeptical. If Algeria falls, it will only be a m atter of days 

before Tunisia falls. Then what would happen to M orocco? If we 

follow the m ap with our finger, we will soon reach Egypt and the 

powderkeg of the M iddle East, including Israel. W hat will the 

Saudis do? The House of Saud believes that they can buy out the 

radicals. The Royal House has unfortunately never read Lenin and 

this is a big m istake. Lenin wrote about .the capitalists buying 

the rope by which to hang them selves, and the sam e can be said 

for the House of Saud. fG4

If this is all true, we cannot lean back and say that Yeltsin is 

an autocrat, a traitor to the cause of dem ocracy. I am  not one 

who prays to icons in the corner. I don't know if Yeltsin will 
prevail. But I am  sure that if we leave him  in the lurch, 
m atters will get m uch worse. The two of us need to do this, not 
because we are em inent people, but because we are people to whom  

Yeltsin listens. W e need to talk with Yeltsin. I don't like 

calling him  every week and spelling out for him  how Russia's 

im age is going downhill. He doesn't like it, nor does he like 

being portrayed as a dictator. I am  not sure whether it is 

m alice or ineptness or both on the part of the Russian m ilitary, 
but he has a m ilitary who cheated him . They set him  up for a 

situation in which he could only fail. They set a trap for 

Yeltsin.

I urged Yeltsin on the phone to stop the bom bardm ent. At the end 

of the conversation, after talking to som e people, he said the
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bom bing would stop that day. I urged him  to publish that fact 
and he did. But after 24 hours, the bom bing resum ed. I am 100%  

certain that Yeltsin didn't lie. Som eone else did this, perhaps 

to topple him . So we need to talk to Yeltsin. I told Chretien, 
who asked whether he should invite Yeltsin to the G-7, that if he 

didn't, it would create an even worse situation. W e need to use 

every opportunity to talk with Yeltsin, so that he knows he will 
not get our support if he does not respect the rule of law and 

hum an rights. Now is the tim e in Chechnya to set a good exam ple, 
to set up a civilian adm inistration and restore a reasonable 

degree of order. I do not know if we can m ake him  understand 

this, but I know that if we isolate him  now and im pose sanctions 

-- if we insult Yeltsin —  it m ight sound good to our 
parliam ents, but it would not be the right course. Our task is 

to focus on the final goal, to m aintain his confidence and trust 
and to tell him  the truth as friends. W e should all m aintain our 
positions.

I don't know how things will develop, but we should pursue the 

expansion of NATO. The issue, of course, is Poland, not Hungary 

or the Czech Republic. But what sort of governm ent will Poland 

have in a year? W hat will be the outcom e of their presidential
elections? I am  told that in the Congress som e people are
talking of a fixed tim etable. I wouldn't dream  of interfering in 

your internal affairs, but if they ask m e about setting a precise 

date, say, five years from  now, I will say that the situation is
vague even for the next 12 m onths. In saying this, let m e say
that we certainly don't want’ the Polish situation to be unstable. 
They are our closest neighbor. The Germ an-Polish border is very 

special, it is the Oder-Neisse. You m ay recall that 12 m illion 

Germ ans were expelled from  their hom es on the Polish side and 

there are still four m illion of them  alive with children and 

grandchildren. This causes lots of psychological problem s. This 

is why we need to bring Poland forward.

W e should stick to our policy line on NATO enlargem ent. Perhaps 

we are wrong —  that is a risk we always run in politics —  but 
the other risk would be greater. There will be elections in 

Russia —  to the parliam ent in 1995 and the presidency in 1996.
I don't know how the dem ocratic forces will fare, but I hope that 
the Prim e M inister will steer a fairly calm  course. He is 

certainly not a reform er in the proper sense, but he is adapting, 
step-by-step, in the right direction. W hat I am  not sure about 
is his health. W hen he was in Germ any, m y doctor looked after 

him  because there were certain problem s. (-G-)

Vice President Gore: Prim e M inister Chernom yrdin's health
problem s are relatively m inor. He had kidney stones. Our 
im pression is that his com m itm ent to reform  has grown gradually 

but steadily. His negotiations with the IM F increased his
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understanding of the need to go forward, 
on privatization.

He has been im pressive

Chancellor Kohl: I don't want to go into his health, but I don't
think it is as sim ple as kidney stones. It is not so benign. 

f&4

The President: W here do you think we are in Bosnia and Croatia?
W e have spoken about the pressures of Congress on lifting the 

em bargo. You know what I will do on that.

Chancellor Kohl: I think we need to realize that in two m onths
things could go badly wrong. W e should look at the situation 

with no illusions. History plays a very powerful role in this. 
Let m e say bluntly: one thing that m ust be prevented is for
Tudjm an and M ilosevic to m ake a secret deal under the table to 

the detrim ent of the third party. Then we would have a Greater 
Serbia and a Greater Croatia. This rem ains a danger. W hat the 

Europeans are now trying to do with the United States is to m ake 

a fresh initiative before the spring. W e have to do this. I am  

ready to throw all the weight I have against Tudjm an. He is not 
an easy person to deal with. He is obviously a beacon of 
dem ocracy [said sarcastically], but he is a fact of life. W e can 

use our influence with him .

The second point to keep at the back of our m inds is the M uslim s. 
The worst things have happened to them , not only hum an suffering 

but a catastrophe for the wom en and children. W e now have 1.5 

m illion M uslim s living in Bosnia, with 800 m illion M uslim s around 

the world watching what the U.S. and Germ any do. They are also 

watching what Paris and London do, but they have lower 
expectations of those countries than of us. These problem s also 

relate to the M iddle East. So I think we should pursue our
policy line, bearing all of this in m ind. I am  open to any
proposal that prom ises progress.

I don't believe that W ashington is aware that, for Germ any, the
form er Yugoslavia is an enorm ous internal problem . 700,000 guest

workers cam e to Germ any with Yugoslav passports. They were very 

well regarded and respected people. Yet now they are split up 

into three com m unities fighting with each other. This is a bad 

developm ent. Another point not well known is that as of January 

of this year, we have 400,000 refugees from  the war in addition 

to the 700,000 guest workers. So we have over one m illion in 

Germ any. W e have accepted two tim es the num ber of refugees than 

the rest of Europe. So this is not just a theoretical problem  

that politicians see on TV, but one our people see every day. It 
causes enorm ous internal problem s, with people com plaining that 
we are not doing enough to end the war. Incidentally, we need
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W ithout him  we can forget about all
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Yeltsin with us on Bosnia, 
of our plans.

The President: W e also need to keep the M uslim -Croat Federation

strong. I agree that we do not want to see a back-door deal 
between Tudjm an and M ilosevic. I appreciate what you said. The 

Friends of the Federation m ight not m ake a big difference. But 
if you play a leadership role, it will help. It m ight not work, 
but we need to do all we can to head off a worsening of the 

situation. W e need to lim it the conflict. (-G '̂

Chancellor Kohl: Once again, I am  open to anything you think is
useful. But Europe is also the Europe of vanity. 1995 is an 

occasion for m any to look back. They will say: "W hat is this?
The Germ ans are back again?" It is difficult for our partners to 

accept that we are back in strength. So we need to see not 
Germ any alone, but others joining with us in supporting the 

Federation. Then it will work. fG-)

Anthony Lake: It occurs to m e that it is specific steps like 

this that would help the others adjust to the fact that Germ any 

is back. If you can handle this tactfully, it would be good, 

fe^

Chancellor Kohl: M r. Lake, you know that I think we are am ong
friends. M atters in Europe will turn for the better if Germ ans 

understand that, in m aking their contribution, they have to be 

wise and take into account the psychology of others. W e were 

never m asters of psychology. W e never got an A, we were never 
cham pions in that sport. Yet psychology is what is dem anded of 
us m ost right now. Adenauer told m e that it was very im portant 
to salute the French flag three tim es and to salute the Germ an 

flag only once. It does not m ean that Adenauer did not hold our 
flag in highest esteem . But I recall the gentlem an from  

California who was Secretary of State under Reagan (George 

Schultz). Adenauer's principle always gave him  the shivers. He 

did not want to salute the French flag even once. But we all 
rem em ber how he paid the price at the G-? m eeting. W ithin ten 

m inutes, there was a big fight with the French over a com m a in 

som e subparagraph. It is not necessary to repeat that 
experience. W e need to tie in the French. They have a difficult 
situation before the elections. Econom ic conditions are very 

divergent within Europe, so we need to bring European countries 

closer together. You can rely on m e to be helpful, but I ask for 

your understanding. I am  not seeking personal glory. I want to 

bring m atters forward. W e don't need a lot of publicity. W hen 

you have weathered so m any storm s safely, you get m ore thick- 

skinned. There is a widely published journal that is also being 

read in the State Departm ent, Per Spiegel. They once described 

m e as the last dinosaur, the last of a line of politicians. But
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if I am  the last dinosaur, then I need to m ove carefully. 
Dinosaurs can m ove things, but they need not always be at the 

front. f€-)

W ith respect to Russia, Central and Eastern Europe, NATO  

expansion, and the status of Ukraine, these are the essential 
points. No m atter what we do with M oscow, if we fail in Ukraine 

(and the form er Yugoslavia) we are lost. You can count on m y 

support. At every opportunity I will tell both sides of the 

Congress of this fact. I told the President earlier that for us 

in Germ any, and in the rest of Europe, it is essential that U.S. 
leadership not be dam aged or dim inished —  and the President 
personifies U.S. leadership. This is essential. W e cannpt 
afford for the U.S. to take a zig-zag course, nor can you. The 

situation in Europe is very vague and am biguous. That is why it 

is all the m ore im portant to take our next steps in the form er 
Yugoslavia together. f&)

The President: Let m e raise a couple of points briefly. First,
let m e thank you for m oving on EU accession talks for Cyprus and 

the Turkish Custom s Union. Second, I know we have differences on 

the subject but I want to speak about Iran. W e believe that they 

are actively prom oting terrorism . W e need to isolate them  —  not 
com pletely, but we need to be especially concerned about their 

m ilitary buildup and their support for terrorism . Therefore I 
urge you not to extend credits at less than com m ercial rates.
The situation in the M iddle East looked so hopeful a few m onths 

ago. I visited Dam ascus and m et with Assad, but now the 

situation is m ore tenuous. Given the terrorist activities that 
have taken place, Rabin's coalition has been weakened. Arafat's 

ability to deal with the situation has been underm ined. So we 

are at a difficult m om ent in the M iddle East. As you said, 
Algeria is in trouble and it could spill over to Tunisia and 

perhaps M orocco, W e need to be very careful how we handle that 
situation in the next few years. W hile we have our differences, 
we need to discuss them  in an open way. I have m ore confidence 

in our relationship with Germ any than with any other country.
The stability of our two countries is critical. The terrorism  

issue will dog us for the next few years. W e need to work 

positively on Iran and Iraq. I appreciate your support on Iraq 

sanctions. Therefore again I strongly recom m end that you not 
extend governm ent credits to Iran. Anything that increases 

Iran's capability to spend m oney on m ischief should be avoided.

Chancellor Kohl: I will gladly discuss this subject openly.
There have been a few m isunderstandings. But first, stability in 

Turkey is decisive factor for our foreign policy. In Germ any, 
there are few people who still rem em ber the old im age in the 

history books in which the British Am bassador described Turkey as
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b (4 ) R elease  w ou ld  d isc lose  trade  secrets  or  con fid entia l or  financia l 

in form ation  [(b )(4 ) of  th e FO IA j 
b (6 ) R elease  w ou ld  constitu te a  elearly  unwarran ted  invasion  of 

persona l privacy  [(b )(6 ) of  th e FO IA j 
b (7 ) R elease  w ou ld  d isc lose in form ation  com p iled  for  law  en forcem en t 

purposes [(b )(7 ) of  th e FO IA j

b (8 ) R elease  w ou ld  d isc lose  in form ation  concern ing  th e  regu la tion  of 

financia l in stitution s [(b )(8 ) of  th e FO IA j 
b (9 ) R elease  w ould  d isc lose  geo log ica l or  geophysica l in form ation  

concern ing  w ells [(b )(9) of  th e FO IA j
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the "sick m an of the Bosporus." But 1995 is not 1903. In the 

year 2000, Turkey will have 70 m illion inhabitants with an 

average age of 28. W e m ust bear that in m ind. If you com pare 

Turkey to Europe, there are enorm ous problem s, but it is still a 

land of the future. They have the’Kurdish problem s and Islam ic 

Fundam entalism , which is challenging the legacy of Ataturk. They 

are not exactly cham pions of hum an rights, or at least they don't 
m easure up to Harvard standards. But the Harvard m en who 

specialize in hum an rights haven't been to Turkey and seen what 
is involved in policing Kurdish villages. There one finds a 

different culture, but a highly developed one. tel

In Germ any we have three m illion Turks and they are excellent 
people. But when they go to Germ an schools, there will be lots 

of turm oil when a young Turkish girl does not return after her 
sum m er holidays and her Germ an friends find out that her 
grandfather has m arried her off. This is hard for Germ an girls 

to understand and it illustrates the clash of cultures involved. 
In Frankfurt we have 18 m osques. W hen I m eet m y Turkish 

counterparts, I ask them  how m any Catholic churches there are in 

Anatolia. The answer is none. So both sides need to be careful 
in passing judgm ent. In Turkey, churches couldn't even ring 

their bells because of Islam ic law. But we need to bind them  in. 
I am  pleased that the Custom s Union has now been adopted. The 

Custom s Union is a case in point. W e couldn't achieve it during 

the Germ an presidency of the EU, but believed that we needed to 

do it under the French presidency. This would look good for the 

French. As for Cyprus, what has been agreed is reasonable.

Regarding Iran, what I have said about fundam entalism  applies to 

Iran and all the other countries. I never understood why, before 

the Iran-Iraq war, people in W ashington hailed the Iraqis as 

cham pions of our cause. I never saw m uch difference between the 

two sides nor do I believe that Syria is a cham pion of dem ocracy. 
W e need to be careful. W e will not do anything to support them  

as long as they sponsor terrorism . W e have reduced econom ic 

contacts significantly. I read in Tim e m agazine that the U.S. 
petroleum  industry has m ore links to Iran than Germ any.

EO  13526 1.4c, 1.4d

W e are not trying to
break out of the international coalition and adopt a go-it-alone 

policy. But in a free, liberal country like Germ any, we have 

open borders and we need to be vigilant. For exam ple, our 
chem ical industries are selling products for civilian purposes; 
we have to see that they don't also serve quasi-m ilitary
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purposes. W e have put in a great effort with the Germ an business 

com m unity to m ake them  m ore aware of the problem . I have asked 

the federal governm ent to urge them  not to m ake transactions that 
would serve unintended purposes. If you have concrete cases, 
please notify us, but do not give us general statem ents.

EO  13526 T.4c, 1.4d

Secretary Christopher: Our tim e is alm ost up. I want to raise
three issues just to em phasize how im portant they are to us. The 

first is North Korea. It is im portant to us that som e 

contribution be m ade by our European allies if we are to persuade 

South Korea and Japan to play the m ain role in the 

denuclearization plan.

The second subject is the M iddle East Developm ent Bank. This is 

som ething on which the countries in the region are very 

supportive. It is im portant that Europe not turn its back, but 
give som e support to the bank.

The third issue is renewal of the Nonproliferation Treaty for an 

indefinite period. W e should not take this for granted. Som e 

blocs are form ing in favor of a shorter extension. This would 

have a very adverse im pact.

Chancellor Kohl: M r. Secretary, on your last point, there is no
divergence of views between us on the NPT. On the other two, I 
would invite you to m eet with m y staff and discuss the details 

since we are short of tim e. But one thing is very im portant.
For a long tim e I have preached the sam e serm on within the EU. 
W hen we review the M aastricht Treaty in 1996, we need to 

determ ine what we can do to establish closer relations between 

Israel and the EU. I saw com pletely eye-to-eye with Rabin and 

Peres when we m et on this. Both of them  are aware that in the 

long term  for the peaceful developm ent of Israel is not desirable 

to have an exclusive relationship with the United States. Israel 
needs a second pillar, an association with the Europeans, not 
only in the com m ercial field but in the scientific field as well. 
This would not only be econom ically advantageous for Germ any, but 
politically and m orally advantageous as well. Before Hitler, we 

had very close relations with the Jews. If you go to the Leo 

Beck Institute in New York and look at the pictures on the 

staircase of all the Nobel Prize winners from  Germ any, one can 

see what an intellectual loss Germ any has suffered. This is why 

we founded the Germ an-Israeli Technological Council.

One m ore point on which we 'have been disappointed by our Am erican 

friends' reaction. This is the Clim ate Change Conference. W e 

have not seen any progress there. I know Vice President Gore is 

already beating his chest as I speak. I don't know if the Vice
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President of the United States will be able to endure the 

hum iliation, but m y sincere request is that he m eet with m y 

M inister of the Environm ent. She is a lady who would like to 

m eet in order to arrive at som e sort of agreed wording regarding 

the Conference. I know the situation that you have here. Bill. 
W ithin eight days after the floods we've had a com pletely 

different m ood with regard to the Clim ate Change Conference. 
People are asking us what we are doing to deal with natural 
catastrophes. Thinking of the election cam paign, it is always 

good to hear the views of individuals. But when the subject of 
natural catastrophes com es up, people believe that we are not 
reacting at all. So let us agree on som e wording. I have not 
suddenly becom e a m em ber of the Green party overnight, but I am  

concerned. The Vice President and I m et at the Rio Conference. 
W e know that we need to m ake m any sm all steps rather than big 

ones so please m eet with the M inister of the Environm ent.

The Vice President: I would be happy to see her. W e want to
work closely with Germ any both at and after the conference. W e 

have a disagreem ent over whether the industrial countries could 

now undertake a com m itm ent without the participation of fast
growing developing countries like India. I m et this m orning with 

30 CEOs from  the insurance industry of the U.S. and other 
countries, including the M unich Reinsurance Com pany. The 

insurance industry is alm ost panic-stricken about the 

im plications for them  of clim ate change. It is not only in the 

popular press in which the flooding was linked to global warm ing; 
the Econom ist also m ade this point. M any scientists have noted 

that changes in precipitation can result from  clim ate change. 
After the eruption of M t. Pinatubo, a scientist friend of m ine 

said that you can forget about public support for global warm ing 

for three years, because of the cooling effect of Pinatubo. He 

said the political situation has not reached the point at which 

it could support revolutionary ideas. But public support is 

building. W e have a com prehensive clim ate change plan that the 

President approved. W e are not in a position to m ove as 

aggressively as Germ any has suggested, but we adm ire your 
leadership and we will do the m ost that we can. I will certainly 

m eet with the m inister. tG-)

To raise another subject, I am  going to the Brussels G-7 

Telecom m unications Conference. I want to thank Germ any for its 

quiet and effective support for efforts we have been m aking to 

keep the French from  building new cultural barriers, such as 

raising quotas for television program s and film s. If it helps, 
we can also salute the French tricolor three tim es. (G-)

The President: If we can defeat the French on that, I will
salute their flag six tim es.
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Chancellor Kohl: This is a tough fight we are having with our
French friends. No m atter who is President in France, ‘it is an 

issue on which they will be tough. They won't give an inch. M y 

European colleagues who think as I do never say a word; they let 
m e take the rap. But I am  opposing the French because they are 

wrong and because the system  there have proposed has not proved 

itself. W e have to ask why there aren't better French and 

Italians firm s, com pared with the 1950s. Fellini produced 

m arvelous film s, yet he didn't have any governm ent subsidies.

The Vice President: French film s have gone downhill since
Brigitte Bardot got older.

The President: Let m e raise one m ore thing. The M exican crisis
illustrates the im portance of our G-7 m eeting in Halifax. I owe 

Germ any and others an apology because there was not enough tim e 

to consult before the IM F vote on M exico. The situation was very 

dire and we had to m ove. I am  glad the IM F voted in favor of the 

package. M exico illustrates the nature of the problem s we face 

and underscores im portance of the Halifax review of ir̂ ternational 
econom ic institutions. W e haven't thought through the financial 
problem s that are created as m arket econom ies take root in m ore 

and m ore countries. f€-)

Chancellor Kohl: I am  very grateful for your com m ents. Behind
the scenes, there has been a lot of turm oil. I will pass along 

your rem arks to m y colleagues. M inisters of Finance are in a 

class by them selves. They com plain that foreign m inisters are 

always in the lim elight, while they are stuck in the background. 
So I will give your Treasury Secretary a hint: He should send
each of his colleagues a bottle of whiskey. This will be good 

for the next crisis. fG9

The President: W e are com pletely in accord on NATO, but I think
we need to be sure that our public statem ents are in synch. The 

Central and East Europeans and the Russians will be reading what 
we say with a m agnifying glass to see if there is even a 

m illim eter of difference.

Assistant Secretary Holbrooke: I recom m end that you and the
Chancellor agree on three or four points. fC-)

The President: Okay. First, we are sticking with the schedule
agreed for 1995, including presentations to the partners on the 

"why and how" this fall. Second, we have not taken any decision 

on what we will do in 1996, nor agreed on the list of candidates 

or tim etable. Third, Russia-NATO  discussions will continue 

separately and sim ultaneously, but there will be no Russian veto.
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Fourth, we support the expansion of the EU, which is related to 

NATO expansion but without an exact linkage. (U)

On Chechnya I think we have the sam e views, isn't that right? W e 

are concerned about what has happened, but we still support 
reform  and dem ocracy. Boris Yeltsin is still President. W e 

support the territorial integrity of Russia and its neighbors.

(U)

Chancellor Kohl; That is right. (U)

End of Conversation
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