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Couversation. W~ June 10, 1944
: The Xremlin

Proesent: The aAmerican Ambasgsador, Mr, Harriman
Mapshal Stalin
Mr. Ve M, Molotov

Mr. Page, Second leoretary of the .meriocan
Embassy
Hre. Pavlov, Secretary to Mr. olotov

Subject: Situation ln China,

In dlascussing Soviet participation in the war against
Japan, the !arshal bdbrought up the aubject of China and
exhibited pgreat interest in the situation in China, He
eamphealzed that something should be done to improve 1t,
and sought my views thereon. I s3aid that as the Presie
dent hsad ststed at Tehran, the Generalissimo was the only
man to hold China together. The ¥arshal agreed. 7T sald
that the "resldent felt that Chlang should be encouraged
on two pointa: (1) to settle with the Communiats in the
North so that all could unite in the war against Japan
and to cease lookins with enmity at each other, and (2)
to 1iberalize his internal policies, The Warshal re=
marked "this 1s susler seid then done". I said that the
President would appreciate receiving hisg views on the
subjeoct.

The Marshal replied that Chieng was the best man
un’ier the olroumstsnses -~ unfortunately none better had
arisen -~ and he must be supoorted. However, his faults
mist always be borne in mind, From the military point
of viaw the Chinese had fought bettar five yeara ago than
they are flghting now. For exsmple, 40 Chineae divisions
in Loyang were recently defeated by 13 Japanese diviasions.
111litearily the Chinese are very wsak but nonetheless they
should be helped. With respect to the Chinese Government
a zood part of Chlang's entourage were “orooks", even
traitoru, and everything going on in Chungking beaame
known to the Jepanese the next day. Chiang's great sesond
fault was his refusal to use the Chlnese Communists
against the anemy. This 1s a stupid policy. Instead of
employing them agalnat Japan he continues to dlapute with
them on idecloglesal grounds. The Chinese Communists are -
not real Communista; they are "margarine" sommunists. t
Nevertheleas, they-are real patriots and they want to

"A
2
fight the Jhpanoue. i 7
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I inquired whether the Marshal had any suggestions »
as to owr Joint poliocy vised-vis China. Fe stated that P
Chiang should be brought more strougly under the 1nf1uuncaf¢
or the .americans -« we should and could take the leader- '
ship with respecst to China. 4Yhe Soviets and the 3ritish
could not do so., This imerloan leasdership snd zuldance,
howevar, must be flexlble. For example, some 004 men
mizht apring up in China, If 8o, they should be supported
and charged with authority. The Warshal maintalned that
the young generals in China had no prospect of promotion
or advancement, for they all feared the Chlang eantourage.

I Inquired as to the prosent status of Sino-30viet
relations and remarksd that there appeared to be diffi-
cultlies. The Marshal stated thet Chilang and hls group
were spreading false propaganda to the effect that the
Sovist Unlon had signed & seoret allimce with Japan
almed at China. Similar nonsense, unfrisndly to the
Jovliet Union, was belng put cut by the Chlang ontourage.
when asked why they resorted to such a policy, they
sinply denied that they hads ' with respect to Sovist
s011lcy vis-d~vis China, the lMarshsl stated that the
Soviet position was based on the Soviet=Chinese Treaty
of Friendship and Non~Aggression. Thls traeaty had autoe
matically expired but had been prolonged, He sald that
there was no intention to change this polioy.

I inquired as to the !ongolian-3inkiang border ine
cideuta. The i{arshal replied that Chlang waa not at
fault, but rather the Urumchi Coverunor, who was a "great
adventurer®™, He had wished to move some Yazaks and some
of them d41d not wish to comply with his wishes. Thers
had been conflicts between them and Sinklang troopaj
groups had orossed the Mongolian border, the Sinkiang
troops after them, and the llongollan frontler gusrds had
driven ths Cinklang troops backs: The lengollsn Covorne
ment had approached the Soviet Government requesting
asalstance 1f resl troubls aross and the Soviet Government
had agreed to come to the ald of Mongolia. However, the
situation had quietesd down and at the present tlme svery-
thing wes trangquil,

I inquired whether Soviet planes had participsted in
the border skirmishes. 7The Yarshal replisd that szeveral
squadrons of Soviet planes had been turned over to thety
Mongollan ally. Some of these planea had paprticipated,
They were piloted by Mongoliasn fliera, howsver, The
Marshal added that 1f Sinklang troops endeavored to ine
vade Yongoelis, Joviet armed forcesa would be ment to the
assistance of that country.
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SECRET

Conversation0000000 June 10, 1944
0000000000 The Kremlin

Present: The American Ambassador, Mr. Harriman
[0 Marshal Stalin
[0 Mr. Molotov

0 Mr. Page, Second Secretary of Embassy
0 Mr. Pavlov, Secretary to Mr. Molotov

Subject: Situation in China

OIn discussing Soviet participation in the war against Japan, the Marshal brought up the
subject of China and exhibited great interest in the situation in China. He emphasized
that something should be done to improve it, and sought my views thereon. | said

that as the President had stated at Tehran, the Generalissimo was the only man to
hold China together. The Marshal agreed. | said that the President felt that Chiang
should be encouraged on two points: (1) to settle with the Communists in the North

so that all could unite in the war against Japan and to cease looking with enmity at
each other, and (2) to liberalize his internal policies. The Marshal remarked "this is
easier said than done". | said that the President would appreciate receiving his views
on the subject.

[JThe Marshal replied that Chiang was the best man under the circumstances
-unfortunately none better had arisen -and he must be supported. However, his faults
must always be borne in mind. From the military point of view the Chinese had fought
better five years ago than they are fighting now. For example, 40 Chinese divisions in
Loyang were recently defeated by 13 Japanese divisions. Militarily the Chinese are
very weak but nonetheless they should be helped. With respect to the Chinese
Government a good part of Chiang's entourage were "crooks", even traitors, and
everything going on in Chungking became known to the Japanese the next day.
Chiang's great second fault was his refusal to use the Chinese Communists against
the enemy. This is a stupid policy. Instead of employing them against Japan he
continues to dispute with them on ideological grounds. The Chinese Communists are
not real Communists; they are "margarine” communists. Nevertheless, they are real
patriots and they want to fight the Japanese.

0l inquired whether the Marshal has any suggestion as to our joint policy vis-a-vis
China. He stated that Chiang should be brought more strongly under the influence of
the Americans -we should and could take the leadership with respect to China. The
Soviets and the British could not do so. This American leadership and guidance,
however, must be flexible. For example, some good men might spring up in China. If
so, they should be supported and charged with authority. The Marshal maintained
that the young generals in China had no prospect of promotion or advancement, for
they all feared the Chiang entourage.

0l inquired as to the present status of Sino-Soviet relations and remarked that there
appeared to be difficulties. The Marshal stated that Chiang and his group were
spreading false propaganda to the effect that the Soviet Union had signed a secret
alliance with Japan aimed at China. Similar nonsense, unfriendly to the Soviet Union,
was being put out by the Chiang entourage. When asked why they resorted to such a
policy, they simply denied that they had. With respect to Soviet policy vis-a-vis China,



the Marshal stated that the Soviet position was based on the Soviet-Chinese Treaty
for Friendship and Non-Aggression. This treaty had automatically expired but had
been prolonged. He said that there was no intention to change this policy.

gl inquired as to the Mongolian-Sinkiang border incidents. The Marshal replied that
Chiang was not at fault, but rather the Urumchi Governor, who was a "great
adventurer". He had wished to move some Kazaks and some of them did not wish to
comply with his wishes. There had been conflicts between them and Sinkiang troops;
groups had crossed the Mongolian border, the Sinkiang troops after them, and the
Mongolian frontier guards had driven the Sinkiang troops back. The Mongolian
Government had approached the Soviet Government requesting assistance if real
trouble arose and the Soviet Government had agreed to come to the aid of Mongolia.
However, the situation had quieted down and at the present time everything was
tranquil.

0l inquired whether Soviet planes had participated in the border skirmishes. The
Marshal replied that several squadrons of Soviet planes had been turned over to their
Mongolian ally. Some of these planes had participated. They were piloted by
Mongolian fliers, however. The Marshal added that if Sinkiang troops endeavored to
invade Mongolia, Soviet armed forces would be sent to the assistance of that country.



