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Summary:

In his note to the CPSU CC, Gromyko writes that the Soviet MFA should reach out to
Pope Paul VI about supporting the NPT. As the Pope has spoken out against the arms
race before, Gromyko is optimistic that the treaty will gain support from the Vatican.
This would exert influence on other Catholic countries to support the treaty as well.
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B nnane nameid O0pPBOH 38 OO0ECIEUSHNE NOLAEDHEKE AOTLO-
BOPY 0O HEPaCIPOCTPEHEHWUUW sAZEDHOFO ODYRUA HA NPOUCXOZAmEH
ceffuac XXII ceccuu I'enepanpHofl Accauoneu OOH u OHCTpeimero
ero zaxnnueHusa MAL CCCP cuurtaxn OH NONE3HHM O00P3TUTHCH UYEDPES
uyepm@ecd Kagajns K nane lasay JI ¢ reuM, 4YT0OH IONHTATHCH
W CIOMB30BETH BO3MOEHOCTM BATWUKAHE B 5TCM HANDABJISHAU.

auna [laBenm ¥ BHCKa3HBaACA KaR HyOAMYHO, TAK N B IAU—
HHX G6CEZaX C COBETCHKUME NIPEICTaBUTENAMI B NONB3Y [IDEKpa-
MEeHAA TOHEW BOODY®GHMA, B TOM YUCHIE 4 HAZEDHHX, W 38 Dasopy-
wenue. [loznep®xa CO CTOPOHH SATHKAHE B TOH WUNW WHOL GopMe
ZOFOBOPa O HEPACHDPOCTPaHEHUH MOTAa OH 0K833Th ONDPEAENSHHOS
BO37EGHCTBUE HA KATONUYECKUE CTDPAHH, HEKOTOPHE N3 HOTODHX
CO3ZanT, KX WM3BECTHO, 38TDYAHEHUA 38KINUYEHWD LOTOBODE.

[IpoeKT HOCTAHOBICGHEA IMPUISTAETCH.

ilpomy paccMOTpRETE.

T anpensa 1968 roxa
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SECRET Copy N2 1
[stamp:

CPSU CC

11708

30 APRIL 1968

1st Sector]

to the CPSU CC

With respect to our struggle to ensure support for the nuclear weapons
non-proliferation treaty at the 22nd UN General Assembly session underway and its
[Translator’s note: the treaty’s] fastest possible conclusion the USSR MFA considers it
useful to turn to Pope Paul VI through existing channels in order to try and use the
capabilities of the Vatican in this direction.

Pope Paul VI has spoken both publicly as well as in personal conversations with Soviet
representatives in favor of halting the arms race, including nuclear [arms], and in
favor of disarmament. Support to the non-proliferation treaty from the Vatican in one
form or another could exert a certain effect on the Catholic countries, some of which,
as is well-known, are creating obstacles to the conclusion of the treaty.

A draft decree is attached.

Please examine [it].

30 April 1968

[signed] A. Gromyko



