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Legislative Affairs: This has been an extremely productive N
week for Defense issues on Capitol Hill. We have made progress
on several of our major legislative proposals in both the House
and Senate.
Of primary interest, House and Senate conferees continued to
meet each day this week in working toward resolution of our FY
1983 Defense Authorization Bill. Although final action has not
yet been completed on several of the major outstanding issues,
including procurement of the MX missile and C-5 aircraft, we

have achieved favorable results on other issues. The conferees
have rejected or watered down several of the potentially trouble-
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Although we appreciate the general_level of Congressional
support shown for the Defense portion of the Supplemental, the
House and Senate have deferred action on many of our program
Supplemental requests. This will likely result in increased
costs and delays for some of our important Defense programs.

On Thursday, Frank met with the Senate Assistant Majority Leader
and Defense Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman, Ted Stevens.
Stevens was very cordial and is strongly pushing for passage of
a Defense Appropriations Bill for FY 1983 before the election
recess in order to avoid a Continuing Resolution. We offered
him our full support because of the extreme hardships for
military families and the increased costs which are created in
a Continuing Resolution by the prohibition of new construction
starts. Stevens expressed strong support for our attempts to
bring about cost-saving management reforms to the Pentagon, as
well as for the Administration's Defense build-up.

Tuesday, I gave a breakfast for Chairman Dick White and other
members of the House Armed Services Investigations Subcommittee
at the Pentagon. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss
White's active interest in proposing legislation to reorganize
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. After an exhaustive set of hearings,
the Subcommittee reported a legislative proposal and the Full
Committee approved White's bill. As I indicated to the Commit-
tee, we share their strong interest in reviewing the JCS struc-=

ture. Toward that goal, I have directed General Vessey and

the other members of the JCS to report to me by October 1
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