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prominent. In Mid-June 1980, the BBC's prestigious Panorama investigative strand aired
"Project 706: The Islamic Bomb," that seemingly underscored alleged Pakistani-Libyan
connections, uranium supplied by Niger, the complicity of British, German, Italian, and
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Tibenham opened by alarmingly informing viewers that: "This convoy grinding across
the empty Sahara is carrying what could be the raw material for the world’s first nuclear
war …. It’s been mined in the Islamic state of Niger. It’ll be flown on to Islamic Libya;
then on to Islamic Pakistan. Tonight, Panorama reports exclusively on payments of
millions of pounds by Libya’s Colonel Gaddafi to finance Pakistan’s efforts to build the
‘Islamic bomb’."
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THIS TRAllSCIUPT \IAS 'l'Y1'ED l'ROM A 'l'llLEDIPHO:lE 

RElCO!!DING AllD NCYJ' COPIED 'FR0!1 All ORlCDlJ.L 
SCRIPl'. BECAUSE OF THE lUSK OF MISl!EtJIIJIG 
AND THE DIFFI CULTY, Ill SCME CASES, OF IDE!ITIFYI!& 
DIDIVlJlUAL SPEAKERS, THE BBC CA!lllOT VOUCH FOR 
l'1'S ACCURACY. 

PANORAMA 

·Recorded from trandlllioeion on BDC-1 a t 2010 16th June , 19tl0 

PHILIP TIBENHAJ>I: 'Ibis convey grinciing across the eapty 
Sahara ie carryin8 what· oou:;.d be the raw natcr.:al for th'3 wor1.d

1
s 

fix•t nuclea: w;i.r. The tru~ke aN he:i<lln8 f .. r " dusty desert 
e.ir strip wii:lt a <>a:."I!', of u...-auium yrllC'W OAko. It's been mined 
in tb9 Islaln.b sta'.e .,,: N:l(>gr. l t' D. bo flown o: ~ to Ialer.dc 
Id.bya; then on to I"l.£'.mio 1'ak'.othn. To"1ght, Pana.roma. rei>orte 
~cl~i~"'!.:t en p~)-eent~ of :IU.11!.0""...z -::! ;:C".!!:d..s b~~ L.t~"2. 1 ~ 'J~l~n~l 
Gaddafi to f!.nanoe Paidotan 1o affo-=ta to build the 1Islaoic Bomb'. 

~MUSIC) 

PHILIP TIBENliAM: Ear.> at Ka.>ic>ota, jU£t outside Islam.bed, 
under conditiona of rJ.sl.d ee'>'>T'i+.y, ?Wde'.;an'e a ttoapt1n8 t" 
';ra.nsforo yel:o ... cake into ral'll i;rey >..rani\10. Known within 
llli.litary aa project sev..n-o-su J t' J defended by anti-.a.:i=ra.ft 
t>1eeilas. Curious Europsn>.13 \/ho 1ve eU<>yed too close have been 
brutally beaten by ns=ity ;iolicu, Yet Pakistan is on t.lte vsrg9 
o! bu11Q.1ng the bomb b.,ca,,ee elm' 11 been able to buy e.lr:Ns t tou.l 
accoee to Western t~.>hnolcgy. P.<c>ject. sever-o-•ix owes its 
~xistence to sophistina~ed oomp<Ulles scattered across Europe 
who've been happy to accept Pakistan. money without asking too 
tlBllY queei:ione. The bu:rin8 of Waot<Jrn technology's been :>-o=i<>d 
cut by a network oi reeourosf'u! Pakisu..li a&ints in Europu with 
the help of their E\l:.o<>Je"11 llll.ddlomsn. Somotimes usin8 deception, 
socootLnes dangling he:rd cash, they've boen able to 89t i'rco privaw 
enterprise 1n the Weot most of the ooeponente they 'll need to build 

a bomb. Projoct noven-n-eix lo closn.r.y modelled on a ureniua 
enrichment plan~ a+. A:i.m;>.lo 1., l!c>lland. PaY.iet<m ma.'W!"d to 
penetrate the tight aemir11'f here and obtain a list of over a 
11\lndred suh-contra::to:':e - the basis of thei-= buy.\Jlg rocpe..4;n. 
'lbere are eo.no grim conclusions to be drawn !rota. the story ' ~ r 
projoot aeven-o-six. It'c b.coU8"t tho proepeot of a nuclo:u
ex'>hange botwee:> uns~ble regil::oe coueiclerably closer. SecondJ;r, 
it's prOVOd that any ruthleeo B~~ ueto~nod l;OVSrncont •-ith the 
lllC>noy and -...Ul can ge~ tho bomb b~ at<>al th. 11.-,d th1:rdl;r, t.'>e 
'ieot seriously over--esti=~d J ta owr. ability to stop the oproad 
of nuclear weapons. "aainet all the evidonce, Pald.ntan oont1nue 

to deny 1t'o building the oo.,,b. 
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PANORAMi\ - 16.6.80 
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GENERAL ZIA UL-BA(': I havo said 1 t on top of my veioo 
we'r<> not in compotition with an;y other country or tho ro13ion 
in the nuclear teohnoloBY. We nro not O<'lk1ng a bcob. Wo aro 
sold to tho i dea or nuolea.r or stopping nuclear proliforation 
in the world. But whoro the d.issonoion has arisen is I say 
that it io tho ri(;ht of an;y dovoloping country to acqui.ro tho 
modern tochnoloe:Y. And amongst the oodern technoloe:Y is the 
nu.oloa.r technology.. Nuoleo.r tochnoloay £or poace£\U. P\U"POoes .. 

PHILIP TrBENBAM: ~t'e not what ' s happening hero 
at Pinetake (pbon.), the Pcl<ietar insti tufa or toohnoloe:Y, 
wha..-o ooien~i.•ts are ci.6t&.rmlnod tc produce plutonium e.e the 
Vl.tal cor<> of a m1c•ear W'>t<pon. We believe they'll bo able to 
oa:rry out their ru-o" "':"at et8hteen mom:ha from n~w. When 
H happens, it'll \,e lar>(Sly ·<hanl<e •~ the organisation o!: this 
man. Mr S.A. Butt haa bcon "110 ing9nioue quartel'-!l>astor iar 
the Pakistani bomb pr~JAOt B"""d i » Paris, he spent co'.l.oese.l 
sums "f money on components f"r the bomb. 'U>porteolly Butt IW!:self 
'""s in at the birth vf ·<!1" bO'..o') at a ::.eeting heB by the lato 
A:>.i Bhutto, .c'reeont we.'<' ::>ro:.'osso:z .ibdul Salam, later to win 
a Nobel Prize, Ishwat Utllll!LrJ., Head of T.h" Pakistan Atomic Energy 
CanmisJion and ~!unir IQ:ru, whc. was to wcceed him. 'lhe deto:l972. 

ia!AL!II HASAN: rt we ,-z·c!1.n:, you !mow, like a 
Jamborae, you !mow, it waq ve:')' ••• thor<> wae a great deal of 

entbuel.asm and joy and theoe wqro, yvu know, the early deys 
you know, B"tlUtto had said th:\t n.-wt.11!.r.g, he could have go~ 
e»ay »i th anything. llio authori ~ •"ae unqueeti~ned . And 
:.oyalty to Bhutto was unqueeti~ne<l. l!o waa looked up= ae the 
great 11'.ossiah, So ·,a got "11 tileae ·uoye together and they 
were seuior peoplo, ver-/ sen.<.or :;>dOp!e, and junior pooplo end 
yc"1ngeters, and he oaid "~ o~k, we 're gc..lng to have " bomb , 
11.ko we'ro going to !1'\1e a par.ty." l!e aaid:"Can you give it 
to me?" So, you. know~ !;hey sta.X'tod sb::niti.-ig like schoolch!...!.dren. 
~ey said:uOh yes, yes, yea, 7ou ca.u have it, you can he.ve it". 
Bhutto was vory aDl\Jsed and he oa1d, wll, much na I epprecie.te 
7our enthueia.sm, bl\t 'i.h~oe a""E' eteriou~ mtters. But in e:t:I:I 

ease this is a very se~iC'\ls political decis!on which Pakis•.o..~ 
ll!Wlt make; and por!lepA I'll t.hi.rd world ccuntios wst n.'\ke ono 
<lay beo.aueo 1t ie <>oming. So, can you do 1 t. 'i'hoy said wo o.:ui 

do it given the resourceo and th~ iacilitieo. So Bhutto said 
"I shall find y'11! ~l"-'I reaourcos nnd '.i. shall find you tho facill tiea." 

TIBENHllM: E-m<>tly three wooko later, Pnkiotani 

papora reported on Ali Bhutto's triW!'Phant tour of the Middle East 
and llor1.h Atloica - Sudan, Ethiopia and Lib,yn. He had to find the 
monoy ho 1 d promiaod IUo eoientiate. 
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KHALID HASAN: You Jmow, I '""' on the trip nnd "" 
viaitod, nbout eixtoon countries. Socr.'.llin, and Libyn and E,hlopi.3 . 
He didn t BOt it from Bailo Selaeeie, I can assure you. 

'l'IllENllAM• One of the moot ocototic wlcOIOOB of the 

tow: wae from Colonel Gaddn.!1 of Libya. Outwardly he was Vf1r'/ 
different from Bhut+o, but the two llltln reepented ea.eh other ae 

l:;rothero in Islam. 

iw;AN1 llhutto e.Ud - one of the laet th1n8S 
be ea1d, you know, l:ofo:i:o hie eX%'Ut1on - that "I w:int to oe 

ror.iembered "" " re·rolutioniny an<! as a poet. And I th1?lk 

<160.daf'i is a reve>lutl.OO!JrY too. 

TJJIE!IHAl': But it wsn ' t only brotherly love tbat 
att-.:.wtcd Gadd'.>£1 to !!hutto. '!he Col.onol r.ad P'~blicly :m<'. 
unashaOedly declared hls ye•.rnir8 !or a m.clear ""apon. With 
~o enormous weal fu fr"'" his oiliie'.ids h~' d ~cady tried to 
import n1tr.lear expertis6 . People ..-t.o would build him •.tiat he 
called the "sword of Isl.zrn" . Ho t-11. s Leban~se newspa.por 
" People now ea:; that t!lis oo.Jntr)" has fif'CY planes and the.t 
country has five-hundred th& d::.y wil! c01D9 >lhen they will r,a;y 

.;;Ji.1.a c ountry hs.9 tllnle nuol<>..r bocM and that country he'l 
ten - Lioya will not be abeeat ..r.ie1. thsit day comes. 

TIBENJlAM: Farlicr, be 1d made so.Jl<>what ne.iite 

a11proaches to Franoe and China i o buy an of~-th')-sheli' bomb 
and had been rejected. Ieter, he eve\1 tried to bribe India 
vi th Cl38Sive supplies of ~neap ~il in exchatl89 for c bomb 
and a;;ain t.e was turne<'. down. !':udt\on:'.y, here was Pald~t::.n -
.. potent ia:i tomb supplier -- d th 1 +.s ;>alD outstretched 
...U ~in8 f or Gaddai'i tc.. put money into it. Secret mootin80 begc.n 
in Paris between P:>Jcistani !llld Lil:yan re1-resentatives. S<> secret 
thl\t only a hP.ndfUl of men lJ.ew about +.hem. AooD8 them AJ.1 Shutto 

hl.maelf and Munir Xh»:l, Head of -';;10 fokiston AtOltic Energy 
Canml.ssi on. Tl:e f!.-.,ot 'l\Cet!.."'3 ... -as in 1973· We •ve been giwn 
an account of those mcetinga by a l.'o.ldstani diplo=t who "-'S 
involved. Like o'.:her Pt.\dstoni inf<'=~s :.n this fi.JJ:>, ho

1

s 
bee n •-a:rned of a l on<; prison sentence if he t..iJ<e. Bis nc<-=t 

or .mat happened is read. 

VOICE OVEI<: 'l'her<> weN va:rioue C10otl.D8• 1n 1~;7~ 
1.nvolvin8 Libyan end Pakistani r<op"9oentatives. 1'.oet Pcl<ist'.>ni 
clJ.ploma t o in Paris wero not tc.lu. Leso tMn ten people kn<>w of 
th3 moetin80 . The Libyan• ... anto<1 tbo entii'G oapabili ty. SU!ll!l 
in exccoo of five-hundr(od-million dollarO vero diocuoood. 'l'here 
,..,..., also diecuuoioru> with oth~r countries, 1n0ludin6 S'\ud1 Arnbia 
and Gu.U States. Tho r tntero•t• wo=e difforont frctll Ga<IM!i 1o, 
'l'hoy principallY wantad PiJ<ioton to poeoeeo tho exportioo . 'Ibey 
voron't 1!k'\ki.ng tho """° doman.ls no Gadafl'i. Dw;ing tho 1108<'tio.ticno 
the Pakiet<.nl ei de believed that a tot..'\l tnveetmont - 1f you lil<:e 
~o oall it that - of eoveral billion dollars """" possible. But 

not.hl.n8 lil<o that amour-t over arrivod. 

J'B 
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TtDENJl>\M• But n:neLivo m.une of money did arrive 
1n Pakistan. Another senior Pakistani, nw 1n fel\r of a 
ten-Yo'1r prison term, has told us oxolueively that et:i.egoring 
oonsi~nto of money - somotimOo 118 much 0.8 o.-hUndro<J...<:lil11on 
do:lare in oanh - ws epocially flown frao Libya to Pak1atcn. 

!She flight s bos;:in in 19?5. 

A plann loft Tripoli for Pakistan in 

De':lombor and another in the aumber of 19?6 co.rryin8 J!J(Jne'/ 
from ~olonel Gaddo.!i fo~ Mr Bhutto for use 1n the mc.nufacture 
of an n'x>m br>mb . And mO"leY wa9 "1""11• carrieo. in suitcGeos 
by truste1 .,ou,.oiE'1<> in hi~ d-moml.'lat.ion notes. Mr Bhutto told 
me that Colo:1oJ. (,a;•,':.L!i ho.cl eevou:. ~iocunsions "1 th hiJn 

on t.'l<> eubjo;,t at rei:oro aur:.ng thb Io::.amic Swmdt end had 
promised all the f!.ru.nc'-al hr-:L;; l'IG~eeRB--Y t<> iranufMtura ouch a 
bomb , but i.leo J..r,di~.a~.ed tiut ha ,,,,.,,l.d liko to ha"e tho first 

ons. 

TJ:BEllliAM: B w~ 'What lup:,><>nA<l on thia pe.rticul.a"= 

occasion, h~ w '<aB the monoy got to the pl..ne . 

ln suH<-.a~etl, carried by a cour!.er each 

tl.Jlle on a Boeing flight b-:m T=J.po:i.1 ..,fa Romo to l(ara.ch.<. under 

a very speoial secu ~ ity axrt'.JJ8"mAnt~. 

TIBENlL\M: 
1n cash. 

So ono m&n c..rryl.J\g a-hundred-million 

Yee , ni least a-hundre<>-million. There 

was a epecl.Al arreng..rne"\·t at R,)'11'> e.irpon for eacurit:Y a.:10 the 

impress ion given wa~ the. .. it \la9 .. VJ1' nieht. 

TIBENHllM: 
eanh i or ~e bomb . 

A:ld thoro ' • no queoti on tho.t this """ 

Oh there' s no doubt about that • ... 
TIBEllHAM. S.:> poct>la with the money, tho te"1uloloSY 
end trainl.rlg had o.~..r..,ys been .i.vnilablo. In the en=ly eoventieo 
..i:en the Pnki otan bomb pro1~ct ""'" horn, tho United Swtoe ru:>d 
Cana ~ otill .firmly believed tnat it '"'" tnoir duty to bootow 

nuoloar k;nowled6<> on the a~lillg 'l'hird \lorld. 

VOICE OVEil: \/ho r.nye aci~ntieto aro eorious . 
Cortainl:Y not Profoeoor K:loolie (pnon) who p1oy0d thO p!Ano while 

n etudant •""8• 

FB 
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'l'IDENIIAM: In this rel.ruced interMtional 
amoophere Pakistan ordered Cand.> (phon.) reMtor from C~ · 
partly beonuse ahe Sonuinely neoded nucleo.r power. But there 
was Mother reaeon: it was the first stop towards tho bomb. 
nie ,easioot route to the bomb is to produce plutonium. 'l'o do 
tha· on e. J..<>rge scale you need e. nucloo.r reactor like thin. 
1+.•11 turn you out lote or spont atomio fuel containing 
pluton!um. To rec°' or that plutonium you must have a roproooesin8 

plant. niat '1aS t<> bo Pnkiatan's next ctop. 

• • • ·The :-:eo.ctor was our source far 
l>l·.itonium. Already wr bPd bef!l'll negoti.at:..ll8 to buy ropr~essing 
e:iuipoent to 01tr<wt plutco'!ll.UII frCll' '\.'>~ spent fuel. And we 
~'i tho dosl.On fot: '< plant since :9:>6, 1h9 experimental ..rork 

was tc i>e do:.e at r1.r.:Jtook (p'tcon.) - tlle Pakistan Inatituto 
f or lfuolear Science e..:id T~ch'l>l.,gy. :em;.tto said e roe.1 toem 
would be bu.Llt up r.nd <>09 ""a nMemt.1ed; money was never a 

problem. 

INDIAN PRC'PAGA?!DA FII<1: O:i the llund.c<.d~d-thirtY - oight.'1 &x:r 
of the year at ze~o - two brr.i'!'B, thirty mi.nu toe, twenty seco:lds, 
Greenwi ch mean time, cor."9..p.>ncllr.g to eight h~ure, zero-eight 
mill\ltoS, twenty seconds in thco mo:i:n:.r"5 Iudi.an Standl!rd Ti.09, 
'\.bA gre.ph went haywire • 'l:hre~ miTIUTP.9 eer:ier :Ill the desert 
thr<>ll8h the hnzo or dust and dab~!.s you cc.n see the hillock 

ris ing. 

mEtl:lriM: In tho •Pring of 1974 Pnldsten•s old 

enoCIY India pull ed off a. rAmarlo:>.blo .,,_ . .,pagand:\ coup trJ dstoncting 
what was called "o. peacei.'ul i;i:i.utoni"-• device" ahe ahook the w .. st 

end r aki.stati. IndiD. ha.d ac<r.iired ri.,tonium and ooaten t:-.en 
tc the puroh. 'l'be shaken Fcldatanir roausod th"i.r nttenti.:>n 
on c,09 of th9 most po·•erful in<'uStrialiota in Fr:ulce . 'l'b9 
bea d of SCN - the bigaast orporter c.f reprocessing plant" 
:Ill the • orld - i s h:cncois-X&vier PotJ:cot. Hie oo!!J!lC!lY is 
plxty-aix per cent '.l<ntrollod 'Jy -.;he French govo=ont. He'd 
aJxondy tsen 1.r· 09:;otiJl.tion ·;!.t.'1 the i'akistants over the supply 
of a nucleo.r reprocesain.3 plant whi~h rocovsre plutoniuin f:ooo 
spent fuel . Poinc~t f'.lllJ or-ceptod the Puki&t:>ni's i;ilc~din.>S 
that t.'1ey needed the rJ.ant purely for <ti,~d~oso ci''il ipc...er 
programme. It ' s herd t o "ccept , :;J-im·&\2!-f•e French govcrnmert 
>!(;re t otally w.a:.ia.ru or P::Ucista.n'e lons- te= intentio'l!l. 
0., July the twenty-oigbth , ~975 th'> French eirbnoBY :Ill Druneols 
v.r:ots l.n oonfidence t" thO ,Frenoh Foreign O!fico that tl.e 
President of tho Pakistani A toui<> Energy CoJllmission ho.d declared 
th:l.t ..mother tho French deal ~ent throw;::h or not, P<!Jdot..".I' 
planned to get a plant able to mamU"cturo ti-o om:Ul !lll>ount of 

plutcninm necos•ar:l' for an orploeivo oodc<', uain6 ro.tural. 
irre.diatod urlU}ium produced by thei.r Canadl.An reactor. 
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TillENllAM: So, are you tolling ioo th.-.t throuebout 
thia wholo period it never croaaod your mind th."t this plant 
could be put to anything other than pol\Coful purpoooa? 

FllANCOIS POIJlCET: Obviously,! <'an't ""I' th.-..t. I mo"'1 

if you mako ••• suppoao you 11"\ko a atool plant could you be oortain 
tbst none of the steel would aver be used to cake a gun. Thore

1
o 

no rel!\tion. This plant waa int?nding to roprocee :Irradiated tuel. 
Pald.etan has a source of irr"lOJ.a'tod tuele, B1.nca thoy Mve ono 
:reactor they are p1"mlil.'8 to hav9 othero . They havo to ro:;>rocecs 
this f'uol. 'lb.~y m"!-lcc cl. .L-er:to~eoJJ:'.I\8 plant, that's quite normc.l. 
WhGn you cO'lle and sa,v, ah,'t.ly ba they will make 1\11 atomic boclb. 
~ be with a ot'3e! rla.nt they ·.n '..l make a woapcin, they """1 make 

c. gw;, make pistol , wno c= 9"Y. 

~'lllEl\llt.l'I: Thie is th" sort of repro~eeeing ple.nt 

H.Poincet builde. Wha-:. tiu Pakista.r.i• wntod W"~s a eco.led-do'.m 
version of tho eam<> t.'llr.g. If their plane for an expending civil 
programe had bee~ genuim• they wouli, indeed, have needei e pl&lt 
like t.'lis. ilut they hso:l ' t :;ileced a 9ingle oT<ler in th.ct ~~· 
So they had no need for su~h a l:i.r©' t>leut. Some Americo-'lS, unlike 
the French, wora begi.nninB to realJ•e wha~ a ilfference the plent 

oould lllalrn. 

J~ llYE: !Jbai;'s the diif'>rcnce oetwoen h?.v:lng a 
TU to large areoM.l of weapons usa~le mater!al 'lui to quickly as 
-'PJ)Osod to having to <>ke it out <.n SLJ."ll qna."lti ties at a ti.Cle. 

':i'Il!E?l!IAM: 
llaV(; in mind? 

that 
NYE: Woll, I \Mlli imnJ;ine th'l mc.ter1s1oLcould 

have beer. diverted from tho ::;> ~ant or >WUld be available if s.".!egu:?..rcls 
>'Gre broken would be somo ... tiere fift.,.,n or t-.<anty bombs wor'-..h right 
awe;/ aa op::;>ooed tc a :iruoh srn.J.lcr airounts tl".at would beV3 '° be 
done t'orough clandestine plants or by other mo(lns . 

T~IBA!o\t 
And nn abi 1.l t.( to add to thoeo fifteon 

quite regularly. 

!Mia 
Yea, qu1 to r>gularly. 

TIBE!fili.Mt Bbutto wa• in Camel..'\ .men tho French 
made up thoir tl'.inOa to go shoad lll'.d oupply the plMt. l:.'v>rything 
now rested on e rubber Bt."\lllJl frcm tho IntcrMtionol Atanic Energy 
/igoncy in Vienna. The l!(!'>DOY •'.>D to inopoot <ho plont and mor.itor 
the emounto 0£ nuclon:r "'°" torUil produced. Bhutto wao e.ctucl.ly 
inni<.lo the Canadian par1J.amont building whon n 011ble arrived grant.tne 

into:rn.'\tional npprcll'l.l. 

:Fii 
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KHALID HASAN: And you know hia face 11 t up and ho 
rola.xed. Ho we V9ry VtJry ploased. And, you know, le tor 1n 
the o.fternoon thore was a preoa conference and he said "look 
whY LU'<! you aak.l.nB me quoationo about the reprocoaa1n8 pJJ>nt. 
'.!ho Ill.EA has clollX<ld it. So whl>t a.re your m1agivin8a" 

TIBENHAM1 From its headquarters 1n Vienna., tho IAEA 
ie suppooed to aot ne th« world' n nuclear p:uardian end oobudS>:l<'!ll. 
Frun the millions of words the. t your 1n here evory d3y an D:rt1J1f 

of civil servn.."lts is ill,, th9ory a'>le to spot nu<>lear misbeh2:Viour 
and put n atc9 to it. C~mplicatA( safeguards woro, indsod, bull t 
into the Faktatan.i ~oell>'>nt. :!lut what use ore safegue.rds if a 
na·oion intends "" b,il'"-'1g a b:>mh'< 

SIGV~.RD iXLUND: I can't ;,e~.,-;.1 at tho time when t:rls 
matte::: was approved b!' the board that they '>ad declared thnir 
Snt..nt1on to go ahPaa .:lt:1 "' lTlcl«ar ""apcn prcsrame. ~t I 
dlm 1t recall. 

TIBEtl!IAM: Pakistan unds:.:took trot no reprocesain8 
:;lent nor any =torl.cl. produGed ohali b~t~J!~d for the oanufacture 
of atilf nuclear woe.pen or :r.o f~MT. .uiy[m::litary purposa or for the 
u:anufacture of a:ny other n:~cl~a;, exploeive device. But lot's 
be frank everybody :tr.ew what t.be ;>lat>t wao for, didn't they? 

!::BALD> HASAN: 
c0\llltr1ee knew. 

Woll, I st•.ppo&I', I ea.'> all tl:e Western 

'l1Jl£NHllM: Bhtitt" ""'nt hooo ln glory. The plznt. \drlch 
the French were to bci:..d had 1No &!luring attraotionn. OU.. , the 
ma.o.a to :f\:.el a. new gonoreti1Jr1 of ~a.ot-:>rs to oa.se Pekicto.n ' a 
power starvation 1.f he >ranted. Bllt +.w:>, once ill nperatio"\ it 
would auarantee a i:::er•lOnoious lead in ,,_~y arms race with Indin. 
tlut the Americans had elre\l.dy d.eoidPd to et"!' ilhutto in hie 
tr1umpl1'lnt tr.>.cks. Tu: R>nryn.'Useinll'>r was g~ven the job. Dhutto 
cl.&lmon that Kieal.1l159r told hiJ:l "if ym>. go ahpad with this :-J.on, 
we will make a he>rri ble Pxau,>le rf you" . llnutto took this to i:oo.n 

th«t his downfall .-cv.J.d be "?l(l"ineqro..l by Arnoriro . Proesuro f'r= 
tho ear-;er administration i:~ual 1y porouacled tho Frenoh to suspend 
the reproce•oing do"1, In \lanhin8ton there wau ee::.£-oong..--a~tion 
on a taot~oal v~r,tory - (Ill en~ to the Pnl'..iatNU bocib. l!ut thoy 
wro wrong. The firoV"-(1Vor rruclvnr bomb w.s m...~de f'=<Xn urc.n.1.U!!l, 

not plutonium. lrr.:it tho fu:laricn."lo didn't know waa th.".t tho 
Fakis+.anie far from being halted in their plruw had quie~ embarked 
on a oe<ond route to the bomb - to buJ.ld a weapon t>Xllotly liko 
the one dr<lpped on Riroohima. A bomb mado with onrichod ur.eniw:i. 
And in this they wore to bo proved r>lmoat unatopablo . 

Fll 
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TDJSlll!ilM• In tho trlllllllOr of 1972 a plc:umnt Y<Nrl8 
Pakiat..'UU. ocientiot and hie Britiah-born wife moved into this 
quiot suburb, not fo.r from Amsterdam airport. Abdul Kl""1J.r Khan 
and hie wife Hanny quickly settled into the neat ccm::unity 
of voung married couplee. The lace on the door and the tondod 
potted plants in tho window of Numbor Soventy-0!1e, Ansdol 
made them seem models of auburban roepeotabi!ity. Khan didn't 
talk much about Pakistan anl ovoryono =derotood he intended to 
live in Holl:><1d for go.>d. Be :>ocaeionally mentioned thnt he'd 
been o~ueated nt a oouplo of Eur~potR:i...%ottor un.ivoroitioB. 
Apart from that peo:rlo remem'Jer onlyllJlo Khans were oo downri<Jjlt 

nice. 

DR GEORr.E VAlIDER L'>J'JlF • Fe.= inst..m~e ho was offering cookies end 
o..eeties to the ceore :;ai-iee bocn· • ...,e l.rt his idea a girl shculd bo 
a little bit fatty let's say . !l'hat was one of his •••••• 

0-: tl•at attra.otiw womeh needed to be fat. 

PERRE: 1ee,1es som~thing like that, 

TIBE:rl!L\M: In fact A;ian >ra3 a pe::foot fe!lil¥ =n, 
faithi'ul to his wife and dc.voto6. to hiu daughtsJlftt liia life 
was going to w<.'rk and lcoklr~ aftc:c th:> fn:nily. loccasionelly 
he took tripe to his old ,·nverRi t! •& aad it =• after one of these 
t:>at i1e came homo with geed ne·•s - h~ 1 d la:.1ded an intriguiJlg new 
job, It ~as worth, it W3e to fl 1n6 him into a. world he'd never 
known before. The world of the industrial spy. Khan's ne.., 
employers just hap-;>eneu to be •.he r.iajor sub-contrt.ctors tc-
Ux~nco - the Dutch-Bx~ tieh-.Cer.nan coMortium 1b.ich runs a =•sive 
=ium e11ri~ho>ent plc.nt at Al=lo in Bolland. l!<>ru, urnni= &ns 
is .rotated at inc:.:edible svecds t<> produce enriched urenilllD. 
~s is the sort of equipment the Pa.ltl6taniS would ncod for the 
o"cond route to thG b~ir.b ; a but1>b Ul!in8 h.l{lhly enriched u..~Jtl=. 
While be wao w<>rld . .tio in Hell.lad, Khan ·.as appro:ichod by Pakist.>.ni 
"8"nts who roal.ieod his :0.oYlodgo of opecieJ.1sed cotcle co-Jld be 
ilrraluable in this al. tcrnntivo bc:nb pr~e . Khan "''-" c. w1lliz1g 
:recruit and ho cm:J.d to!l ·::ticm oxactly what t.'>ey nosclod to oey. 
To his noighboura Khan saomed h.!" normal likenble eolf. 'lroy did 
ll<Jtico thst no.., dtld then larg<> cl'..!"o Yi th •en• p1.stcs ;;ould o.rrlvo 
from Prance and Belgivm and often n:>t lodVe t:ntil the o=ly hours. 
Bl\t they took little or no r.ctico of it. Suddenly, on D,.cember 
the fifteenth , ~975 Khan, i'ia ..Ue and two little girls disappoa.red, 
Bo 1 d boen TGcalled to Isl= bad - hts mieeion in Europe b.?.d beon 
acoompl1shed . !lack hoo:e, Y.han was ''hiekod .tr.to rothor mo~ 
eplor,di.1 accot!lr.lodA.tion - a government villa on tho outold.rte of' 
Islamabad; with the ult~to l:.>XUry - a pr1vnto swil:ming i;ool. 
Bo wae oven given hie a...n ~;J.a . When one European trio~. to 

approach tho houao he wao given n oovere boating. 
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DR GEORGE VAN DER PERRE1 It wns unbeliovable, It didn •t f1 t 
into tho :l.m980 we have of Khan hero. 

TIBEN!IAM: Kha.,' a now job wno to tnke chargo 
of tllo Pakistan enrichoont progrnmme. 'l'ho centdf1J8G systom ia 
being construotod undor the s+rictest eeo•.iri ty juot outeido 
Islamb'ld, The compornmtt boing used hero at Kahuto wore all 
bW,S:,t in Jiluropo; L"QUlUtB OC dOaJ.S 1n which KJum WM :Involved 
before ho left. 7'10 purchases ar:ra••B"ld by a noti.rork of Pald.stanis 
1ll llrussels,end Paris r.ad dll skillfully sidostepped tho West's 
nuolear export •·ell'Ulatior.s, The .Paklstanis are so concerned about 
l!Ahuto that th~y•ve lnstalloa. Fror.ch Krotile anti-e.ircra.ft missilos 
to protect th~ insta.J;.nt~.vns. Tt.e It; 11r.n bordai:- is only five c.J.nutes 
ilyJng time away an<l the P3kista'\i• bava no intention of being 
UU"prised 1y a sudden strike by !nd.1£.1s well-trained air force, 
Vests~ intell18E!nco sources ske~h tn~ interior of Kahuto liko 
th!s: o.t the hoart ls 'the cent:rif'liee system !.tself, su:rrount'Dd by 
lab:>ratories and &n(\il:i.ar-.r W~l~ that hoaeo tha control 
equipment, 13"S feed systAm ana po,er <u;;ply; a guard block, 
power generating etc.tiol' ar.cl e b&.ttary of anti-alrc=ft 8"M 
~ prote<..t the site; insi<!a tl:e cas~ada hall s~veral thouaa.r.d 
o!lllt:riJ'uees wbi~h once workin.:J: ''~uld produc1> enough enriched 
·~..ni"1n for six w&a.pons a. yea.:r ) Tito 'E!'h.Ti<':hmant process io so 

o<r.iplex and costly that it creat..' ~~o perfoct cover for the 
l'ald.stanis intentions. Almos'!> to "oientiat or eovernmont official 
in the West believed ;;;,.,.t thAy woul' und£-rta1'e such a challenging 
l!lOthod, In fact c.lmoat '1Ve•;r pivce r:>f eq\'1pmont inside Ka.huto l::e.a 
coma rrcm Europe, :i.'lcluding Britain. Ore of t.'le first purcbasos -
th,, Pakistari cent:rifue~ - was a ba kh of invorters f:i:Gm the 
SvindDn plant of Emerson El e~trio. Im or-l;ers ensure that the 
current B--riving a.t the cvntif"ll" Nm:J.i"3 abs.,lutely constant; 
that 1 s e$sen'aal when tht' m"toi:-s ra•re ';? run at tens of thOU&l'.nds 
of revvluti.,~s a minute. 'Ih~ mar..aeomant of Fmersons , bvth here 
in Swindon and of their parent cnnpar.;v .in the United Sfatos, refuse 
point-blank to tcl.k about the irm>rters. But a scientist who used 
to 1">rk here hae told uo that a..'1;/bc:l.f "hv is anybody in the company 
bad a prot~J shrewd id?a cf w!ult they war• for, ll>it they weren't 
bo•.!:iered, 7hey were convinooc! the Pakistanis wouldn 1 t know 

'1hat to do with them, Inc\ced, ho says. tho•-o '·"" a CCCJ!XUlY joke 
that the inveri;ers WC>uld rust """·Y in their oasen up in tl'o h!llc 
and then the Pakistanie wcn;ld ordeT oorne core . In fact, only a 
ooup~e of weoke ox s<> dfter the invort&rs arrived in Palriotan 
a tel.ox <'<.mo hero asking for a whole li&t of vory sophistic..'\'t<>d 
modiiioatieno nnd tha': took the wind out of tho lll.:\tlll80toon~ 1 J 

..,.n s. It •as o.nc.':hor example of Wtis~e:rn arrogance assu it"l 
the Pakistaru.a had no 1c1oa what they wore UJl to, Tho Pakistnnis 
in fe.~t know eXt\otly where to e;o to pleee their order for inV<'rtors 
w1 thout o&'lo1ng too much suspicion -to the proopnrouD 11 ttlo town ot 
Leonborg, not f= from Stutt;:=t. One of their ge-boh'Ven coopan.ieo 
i s Team hC.uotrioo. The Pnld.otanlo wanted •.hirty-ono im'1lrtc>ro 
and they were prepared to pey :ibove the going rn to for thoc. 'Ihei.r 
mid<ilecan was one of tho company dirootore, a Mr Pfol (phon.). Mr 
l'fol hoped there'd bo more orders l1ko this. On this ono alono his 
oomniosion ran into thounanda of pounda. 
PB 
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TIBENHAMI I'm askl.J18 you matters Of purol,y publio 
intorest about youx dealings with ~ro ans and the Pakistanis. 
le ~ t true you placed an order 1n 1976. 

PFEL: 
toge~or. 

I ar. on Friday in Ehgland 'Wi tb Mrs 'Iha teller 

'l'IllENllAM: A iator ~rdor for moro centri£ua<>e fr()f;l 

fue:reons wortu ~v·er a milli::n lJ<n:nds .ras frozen by the Dr1 tish 
Govern=nt. Even co, Pakla<;or. alre?.dy had enQ\l8b converters 
to run eeve=al thc;L'.ll'11l'l nei:.t.rJJ.''ll<""· In 1976 three Pakistani 
l;cyers oams here to S•"i t7.e>.land. Thia time they were fran!r about 
what tbo:' WN>tod: valves for uraniu.n enriohmant plant. V.A'l', a 
h18hlY epecialised fi.rm 1'hiol. -rupp\ile nuclear facilities all over 
·:me world, were or.~ .. v 1..-0o ha.pp~~ t.., chl~. ~o cover th.co.ee:vas, 
they wrote to tho approprfa·oo governot>nt official aoking whether 
au export Hoene? wnf' ::eqv.i.>:ed. Th·• "°vernment ""ote ba~k listing 
sensitive items bb3ed on 1>v.ido:S.inee laid <.'own ~y the s<H>."1.lled 
London Ckb of Nuclear i"up;>Her llatior.s. The Pakistani oraer didn't 
clash with the list and the S\llss govsX'!l!lont, anx::.ous for fixms to 
.nter thP lucrai;i'."e nuclea.r axport :u-rkot, Ci6n1 t ask further 
questions. The Pakistt>.nis were uo :!mpreeaed with this aggrossive 
selli.rJB attitude that they up>ed thel.r roquirelllOnts. They •-ant to 
Kora EhgineerJ.nc, tucl<~d a·.a1 >n T.he Alps \Jith an astound.W8 
request: ooul:l Kera, +.hey i<ck<>d, Jf•slgn and huild a oystoiJ to 
t&ed gao +..o ~e cantrif'ug(le. 'Ihtt ans1·er ,.;a.a a. very rol)id 'yes'. 
'lhis is n" small vaguo oc.ni:onsn':, bl.t a vital utaBG in tho 
enrichment proceeo to h<> cubtOl:Hlll .. de in Europe. It was ono or 
the biggest and moat b1:f,tant or:lara p).olced anywhera by tho PakistM!s. 
So how did Kora ~.feuri~hed lu:&"lium they w<:re helping to produce 
would be u..ec!? 

i!'r.lOLF WAIIJ'I: What ce.t• loco to " nuclo= weapon, that 
to the qu.;ation, of cCl\ll.~e. 1;uts and bc;lta ccr. load to a nuclear 
-..aapon. Where do you <iraw the lin<>? 

TillElll!AM: 'Ihe com;>;.ete plcnt wss so large that threo 
ch>srtered Ferculee planec wore neu~.ad t" f~ it from MtzerlA••d 
to Pak!.etan. 

TIBElll!AJ~: Let'P uuppoae ycu wore absolutely eatiefiod 
that they were going to tuio this pl!ll'.t to mo.ku a nucl0<>.r ;:e1apon. 
Would tlkl t hnvo chaneod youx mind one bit about uupplying 1 t? 

RUDOLF WAIIJ'I : Firet of all we hnve no knowlodgo iu 
nuclear won.pons doeign or cona'trilction or an;)''thi.ng; "'°-r}{F'11dn 't 
oven laoi!." how to build oru>. how to deeign onu. That ioLOilo thing 
e.nd we would cort.:i.inly not aotively support anyone to build a 

nuol oar weapon. llieht7 

FB 
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But you :iavo, haven't you? 

RUDOLF llAIJl'I: No. How could wo. 

TIBENHAM: Du t you' ro oo.ning back to your point 
tnat you don ' t really know vr wioh to krow what the end product 
i e gc1ng to b11 is for une. You:..• attitude io ..urely: don't o.ek 
too 'f!ll3L3 questions. 

WAiil'I1 No. Ho-, tsboultl we know, really, w'lat 
the;y intend ~o do wit!'.. it; what tl:e;· wr.nt to do with it. 

Ynu 're aayll'l(" you have no idea ,.-:; all. 

\IAIII'I: 

TJ:BE:mAM: ihl" ability not to know mo.kes 
life easier for !1r Butt i.'l 1.is r<':e e.e oh.1.Af beyer. He ' s 
still a t~h .. d t o the embe.csy Jn Pnr.<.e .. nd still plncing orders . 
One of his recent ones was a ,,,,.,;.1 c;.ue.ntitioe of urnnium-·235 
and plutonium, They wore, ilo said, ";o be used by Puistani 
ctudents, So lt: Batt I.au e.c<1uJre~. th~ machinery and bis bosses 
had the exp o r~ ise . But t:ley "oro ,,., lule witl.out the raw mater .1£.1. 
l!e came t" tl•is office .:.0 Da&sRAldorf in search of , alllOng other 
·things, w:a.nium ye llo" cal.:e. 

ALFJ!ED HEMPEL: lie ~ 'as a member or the Pakistan elJb:lsay 
and be is authorised ".;o r.eg::tiatA w1 th that !:38terl.al a.nd llo is 
buying that material for tr.s FeJdstwi AtOIJ!l.c Energy Coomission. 

TDIE:lll!AM: .,.b&n !le tel~pboned to press the ore.or 
v.>s he more interested in the boxoClor!de or the yellow ccl<:e, 
did he aey what he war.t&d? 

JIE}U'EL: Aleo ••• ex.~ctl.J he aid not say it, but 
I ooli&vo he was more intcroetoa in yellow cake . 

TIIlElll!AM: In tre end, It- Butt and tho P:Udstanie 
found e vary different supplier for tneir :rellow C<lko, 'Ill" aOUJ:<:o 
of Jimitleoo uranium for Pakistan is a;>propriat&ly tho lslamJ.o 
Republic or Niger. Deep below tho So.hara thors is maore ur:i.niuc 
than thb .Pnkistanis will over need to build thoir bocb, 'Illa 
oompa.ny m1n.\ng +.ho uraniur.> i• Fron"h and is hondod by M.Ja.>k 
Giocard d ' EatuJ.ne, oounin of the French Preoident. 'nlo 3ito's 
etrandod in the middle o~ the bliotoring doe or~, hundred.a of mi.loo 
f"rom tho noaroot town. In tomporatur<>o which o.fton touch a
hundred-e.nd- twonty, thouoo.nds o.f local labouroro, ouporvieod by 
French enginoore , ccnti.nually inhale hot duet aa thoy ort.r:>ot tho 
u:raniUJll, The billiona of tone already ox-troctod havo lo.ft :i 

• monatrowJ crater in tho dooc.-:t. 
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PBILD' TIBENl!AM: Tho oro io prooeoood on tho apot Wldor 
otriot French control into yollow CAko. Tho Iolllm.ic llo]lUblio ot 
Ni$or takoo ito share ot tho mino'e output. Almost all ot th.~t 
is sold to hor Iolamic brothor at.~tos, Libya nnd Pakiotan. 
Somo of Pakistan 1 o =!um gooo via Franco; the .coot is nmm out 
throuBh Libya. Tho ur=ium convoy travols n-hundred-nnd-fii't-.r 
b:U<:ing miloa to e. bo.rron desotot air otri:o nt liaadoz. Fron thoro 
it 1 o !:lown northwru:do o-:>roos tho vast SMarc. to Tripoli, in Li bye. 

'llle last leg of tho urnnfom trnilij;om TripoU,throo-thou.=d.-<>dd 
mileo to Karachi, in Pakietnn. No·, nei thor lligor nor Pakistan 
!1110 o181'>od the r.on-prclii',.ntion tr•aty - +..he NPT, an agroecent 
wluioh io supx-ot'ed to step """ er.cou1 oC nuclear weapons. But 
nnco aaain, Pekiotrui !!(!reed to •e.feguaJ:da over the use of .as 
t1ranium nnd t>nco ~"\ t}.e ''°"do hod a fami:Lior r1"8. Peld.eten 
=-'nrt.,olc that no Ul.ar.dum shal:;. b~ us~:! for the can.U:aoturc 
<,f any nuLJlear weapon o~ to f\u .. ..her MY other Clili tary ~ose 
er £oz. the manufacture of ar" oth&r u .clear explosne device. 
!!he Pn.sidant of iH,eer 1o Ssyni Knuntcho. Under hia £1Im 
leador ship '!>ho ccu."\try !'..:.;< eon• fro"' bo1n8 one of: Franoe 1 s 
poorest f:or:ior coloniee tv l:ui"8 woa'.t.'V - all bec..uae of 
uranium sales. Bu+. ns 1 s cnly thera by th~ grace of Franco. 
And mo~ il!>portant Color..e!. G"cdafi supported the coup which 
trou8ht Kounial.e to powor. Gad~i kn~ws tmt as with oil, 
u~ ""' i um means pO\ler. and ha 'd like "&O oecomc thP uraniw:i broker 
t l) the world of Islw. Ko-.mtche '·' t:1;, man who could hel).J him 
t o do it and theroby reinf:.Y;oe L!.bya'o role in th" Pnld.etwu bomb. 
The i.:ranium trade be~ween Nltpr an'i PJ.!tloton is partly the result 
of Libyan diploa>!'.cy, K"'1Iltcho, 1!:.rn Gadc1af:i, is deeply ce>3!li ttod 
to I al&ll>. It's no colncidenco t~t ~ost ali of Ni80r 1s uranium 
guoe to Lil)ya and Pak~oton. 

CvL.SEYNI Kcr.Jll'!'CBE: Wo ee:!.l our =anium to any coun1":.! on 
condition ~ hat it partl.>ipates in our daveopment. Seccn:lly. we 
expect our urenill!ll ~.<> e"r"" the 1nt91:ests of development 110 >. of 
•=• And w requiJ:e that tne Interr1<1tional AtomJ.c Aeency guo.ranteos 
tha sal e . Therefo:ro , "' don't oee wh,v our selling to ona iiarticul= 
country sl'ould c::eat? $ '>OIIl1'l"-'.nt. We '.>re selling end will continu.3 
to sell to P:ikiston, !f: th<> .!ABd. door,n•t carry out proper supervision 
thon tha.t 'a a mat ter f~r ito o\rll'l oonaoionca . 

Tlmll!Al" '!be oivil servnnto nt the liEi< roy thoy 
know wll!L t • s happening to the ..:raruum L-1 P"1d.oton. 

RICVlJlD EKLUN'.D: For th& ti.roo boing the w:a"1ur:i ore is only 
ato::od in drums ; it has not beon moved nwa,y. 

TIBENllAM: 'Dllt how d •you know that, how of:ton do your 
inepectoro go there? 

Y.d 
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Sl'GV!JlD EKLUND : \lo havo.,, that baa been inopoctod by us. 

And "'" know that , 

'l'JJ:ENRAN1 But bow often do you eo there , onco a 
yaar, twice a yaar. 

JiXLUllDl '!hat a.Bain :roprcsents a conf'idonti.:>1 
. fis:uro. Different inste.llationo aro vieited with different 

froqu9noy in order to a9aur<> that we have a reasonab1o 
probabilitl>' r)f disoovsrbg ~ diversion or the materi&. 

~M. But \f t1'at wei·e the caso you ' d have 

to be able t o acoocn'. rvr ev .. rj pcr.md oxpor•.ed frotl lliger to 
Pakiste.o ai.d make miro i "; . ..a.e •'.;iJ.l there and no'; b<ling 

used f or soma .1m;>ropox purpose . 

EKLIDID: M<l;r I say .e oho\\ld at least be wa.ire ; 
a pound or >:ra.."llum doom> 1t represent a da:lger to oianJd,nd, 

'l'lBEl\l!All: Eklunc' a .U:f"'ment would be unsscail2.bls 
except that large quai.tit!aa o!: urw>!um now sol·l to Lib:)a ,;hich 
then eHps part of 1.t off t o Pak!str.n. Since Li'>ya besn

1
t c.llowed 

the IEE.\ i nspecto=s to cbecit t,ow l!IUch lo left , \.he fM!;GDO"./ caill'IOt 
know b ow much urc.n.:ln.o PU!t:1Ut.n h,n.;1 a(;quirod or "'i'lat

1
s bean done 

'With 1 t. Each of thMa truuk., 1e <:a=:rying about fifty or more 
drums of urani>lill on l. ts way to Libyt. and Pakistan. ll.ccordine< to 
Nigqr, i t' s aold a - bunO:ed-and- f:.fty tons $! concentrate 
to Libya end tbroe-bum1rcd-toilil i:o P!..'<lstan. CUr info= .. , 
says that Libya 1 s eAn ~ large amm:nts of uranium to Pakiete.o. 
GaddaH's dono this , ho seys , '"' help to protoct bis role in 
the bomb projact to get a roi;urn on bis investa.ont. 

'11'.A Libyans had al..,ys been dcubtf.'ul 

about the quid pro quo, Pakistani solen'.>ists ro:e trio.1.n1ng Libyans 
in laboratacy hotoeli opor.ttions . ~'horo ls otr.er tr:Uning going on 
too, but tho Lib;ane ha\·o !!lade 1 t plain th9y want what they believe 
the:r w'>ro promiood: full aocos a to the technology. 

good 
~: Ga:l.dafi has unothorlre"son for !>."eking tho 
Pakistani bomb: Israel. TM le~olio have mo.de it nbundantly cloar 
that if so.oe cl oae /.r:>b orru,.try, like L1byn or Iraq, oooeo ne= to 
gotting t he bOlllb , they ,,ou\d uoo their air powr to "'°""""' the 
tb...-eat f r om their apheffi+.oi' 1nfl uoucc and thora •e no doubt that they 
00'.lld and wouJ.d do !.t.Z-Pnkiots.n ' B n difforont cnttor. 

EIMARD LU'l'Nl\K : I don't thiltlt it' ll (!Gt to the point where 

T:rnq will be within an aoo of r~wing o. nuolonr weapon beC<>uoe tho 
Israolis will ot op i t . \lhothor this a><>ans going out to third 
countrioo nnd intorforin8 with tho ehipmont of nuole:ir equipment or 
1 t moans goina r~>~ inotdo Iraq and bombiI'.g the !'o.oili tioo - they 
will do 1 t. t-1.e you know recently tho Ioraoli a havo e.ch.1.evod a 
Qramatic 1.ncrooeo in tho rr.ngo of their air power booo.uao thoy'ro 
Wteono - thoy co.n reaoh r ieht into tho Porsian Gulf. 
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~ARD LUT'J.~fl\K: And thoy hBvo thie epooiAl ordinE!noo 
bombs that ponotrote by ••••••• enorgy ••••••••••• oo they h.~vo the 
full equipment to do it and they will do it. IJ: it C..'\00 to tho 
crunch and they lmow thnt Pakiotoni weo.pono hove boen t=o.t'errod 
to Lib~'l'.l. or oitt1ng in tho ohip holi way, they would go for tho ohip , 

obviously. I! those were in u dock in Kurachi 1121t1ng to g0, they 
m18ht go 1\8 far as thero. But tho further it i& 1n Pnkiotnn, ...tion it io 
a Pak1etoni thing as op;>osod tv being n Libyan-Pnkl.etan tbing, lone 
likely thoy aro i:o a?t bo<>00uao t:1ey don't feel that it ie within tho1r 

legiti=t<. ophere to go that far. 

PHJLU' TIBENl!AM: So a bo:nb liuJ.lt in the ca:ipa:mtivc oeaurit>.r 

,1 Pakistan ia still Gad·Jafi 111 best l-e~. 

~'ISSm!AH: A """4l..~'l~- 'lf v~~lo de Gigl3."lO, 
in ::lorthorn Ituly: it's a '.!eeplyf..Cil~f.o'tic " 'P:taco, but it's here 
tl:.at t.'le story of the Ia.Lrclc bo'!lb 1s take':l its cost axtrco~ 
t>.1:m. On the ouwki<i:s of t.>w':l t~aro ' s B cedtuc sized enginoorillB 
V='-..:ks. It 1s owned by a l!'renc~1 oompany en1 hero, ,,."9 bclievo, the 
Pakistanis are ';ryil".g to 1-asurreot tht>!.o: nri.€1.nal plutonium route 
t<' t..'10 b'>mb. Our informa"tlor1 is that uPa.kistsn' e ~avortly prassing 
ahead with tho cooiplo< rep:t0oceae1ng :;>laY.t that the Americans thought 
thlf'/1d s';op;ied, The compariy'a oaU~c Alcom anJ. it just at..'l.·.'.'tcd work 
on twenty-six iressel<3 and tsn'<s made f=O'Jl !lJ)eoisl ttete.ls to be 
de)ivored to Pakistan by next l.'o~embqr. ~'he order rre:y not ha.ve eee=ed 
1.Jt:;>orta.nt, but the contra.ot fo~ t..'1e ·•ork .. -as aigned in April of last 
ye'l.r. The date is sign!.!icwit bacaUL'a t:-.e very next C10nth a confidential 
lo tter went <)Ut from (;ogea.e., th3 l!'rench ~ucloax fUels COClpMY, to 
S~N,ithe company cont::olled by the FrGnoh govei-ncont. Persistent 
rumourP nr<' oi1'Cul.at1ng on the ?akistan affair. Somo industrhlists 
are nllegod to be.vo directly or indirectly transferred or solol 
s»nei+.ivo ona non-sensitive ma'•.,rial to Italian in.iustrialiats. 'lbese 
f.i:rms are alle8"d to ha.va een~ tne =terial vn to Pnidstan. 'R10 boas 

cf Aloan is Signor Alao Tore:ii. 

ALDO TORCBI: Wbat ie your in·i:<>reet 1n this mettor. 

Your personal interoot? 

'£lllF.:IH/!11: !'If peroc,n:U i11toreet. I'm trying ~ 
flnd out >'hat oort of thinS• Fa..'d.at.o•.i: is im\)c,rting and wily they ue 

importing them. 

TOaCJil: But I cannot (;ive you any cnswor abc,ut this 

... "'f.s have supplied a lot of material to Pllldatan. '.lo will supply 
lot of materials more to Po.ld.atan and it is :i.11 r!ght. 

~;it.AM: Yeo, I lm<M you oupply loto of thjllg!l to 
Paid.a·\,.,,, but 1n partioulor, I 'm 1ntoreetod 1n th1o ordor f'r<lll1 -
.m:i.t• a the name of the OO<IP>"Y wh~re thia order """'° tr<Xl lnat y~ar . 

TCRCBl• 
information you require. 

l"B 

I e.m aorcy, but I cannot give you tho 

I = sorry. 
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.. 
TIBElilW'I: 
ocxapany. 

TORCHI: 
s~n:·iou1:1 m.ttor. 

-15-

But you told uo oarlior tho naco of the 

No. No. Exouoo mo eir. The job ie a 

TID&W>.M: "1b9.t do you. i:h.ink thooo p,3rli..ctul.t':r vaAnole 

or pull lin1Jl88 a.ro f<»:. 

TO'QCBI: Pull •••• ' • 

The th1n8s you're going to supply 

! .•••• 

Ex.:uae 100. lk. 

TIBENBAJ1: 'l'ha reason for Sign<»: 'l'orchi 1 s outburst 
ie D()"( clear. Be 1d been told by rl.a ~nch superiors thg.t he ..... 
to allow no filming ar.d to make no ~o..,,,,nt. The parent COl!lp<lllY 

in Pari9 is called DSL. They ..,re coni:xactors in the orig.l.n:ll 
reproeeaei11g plant. 'Ihe mar.ageroont wi!l r.ai ther confim n<»: deny 
that they or their S'tbeiOJa.ry ~s l "vo!ved 1" the Pakiet<m order. 
0.1e of th'>ir officials has told •1.3 ofl the record that all they'ra 
doing ia making a perfJ!otlf !.nroo~rt olle:nicul plant. The reason 

the~ aa_v that is thatl'..ih:ecisaly what the Pakistanis havo told thro. 
But if the Pakistanis are, as ''° bt>ll..ve, trying to riso t.> 
sorothing aa complex "" a reprecess:J~ plant how would thoy !<now 
how to SO't; 600\:.t it? Tre TS69Cn is aiopla. Vir6uaj.ly aU of the 
blue prints fer the plant haV6 already been han1ed over to theo 
by the French government-controlled S:iN cooipany. But if they have 
tile plans,a.s •..hey hav•

1
ia there =-t'll.ng that yo;;. can sea that 

would atop them gol.rl8 ollead aon», usinJ wl.a t Jle&ls they had et 

their disposal? 

POillCE'I': I trJnlt that if you tako any counti:y thnt'e 
industrially dcveJ.opod &nC'\lEh, '1tU.ch is tl.e caeg of Pcltlst:>n. !£ 
the govort'mont decida& to put ito r.reosure to push one dc.i'inito 
I>rojoot nothing can resict; a gove,-nir.ent can do a.nythi.n&. 

T:;".:lBNBl.M: 'Ille oignnle are +rot Pakiatan1 o o.l.l.cacy 
raat\e oome propn.re.tionn for a. bomb +eot. $\>vie"'; and .A!lOric.:ui 
ar.tellitoo havo piclred up indica.tione of tunnellir_, poooib}o· 1'nr 
en un~orground trl.nl.. The oi td 1 o thoua;h·~ to bo in the rei;;oto 
t\.'>tlGX't a.roa of Chuliote.n. 1! so, thore'o n droac11'ul JJ:ory ~bout 
t!\>l choice of toatinl; ground. lt' o juet ao:z:ooo tho bor<lor from •-here 
tho Indi.ono explcdod th~!r orudo bomb. But t<iat dooon't cean tllet 
Pakistan io aiming at ~o OOl!lO thing. 
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DR DO!lALD CE!lSMAN: It's juot a quootion of how sophiati=tod 
" wJapon they wunt to doo1sn. And thoy • :r:o Mkillg the qnoation 
that ~OU •vo got " bunch of dummies that'ro going to work on it. 
Thero o no roaaon to think thero a:ro going to bo duc:lioo wor1d.rlg 

on it. They misht bo juot an BOOd or bottor ••••• nosooo the 
work dono at Los Alario. Thoro eight \Jo oOlllO t!llY in tho:r:o thl>t 
re,•J i:' understands h<>w you p.it the temp~" on thoro and whoro you 
pu'l, t,,.~. initiator. And this will get just a fooline, not hard 
vo~,: ... I"'a right off the bat, they'll aay, Oh yos •••• •• 
hold her !or about a micro-sooond, ! think, we'll eot about 
uuch and such. I menn, .. '".Don't nofJ\ll!l& th.lt dul:lmica e..rc goJ.nc; 
to work on it. I! thAy're motJ.vat.id, they may do a. hell r>f a 

job of making weapcm•. 

PEILrP TJllENl!AM: Ve believe that in e1{lhtoon months 
e~ientiata at Tinstack, the Pakistcn IJatitute of Tee.hnoloe:r, 
>'ill produce onoush pluton1'lm for t'.r.oir firct test bOillb - the 
boo.b the West »as convinced tl.ey could never make. 

ED'i/Al!D LU'ITWAK: You. could SM it when th& Chinese net 
off thoir first rruclea.r weapon. 'l'n thl.s country they ""1d haow 
"""' th~sc durn:nies ha.V'G set off a h~gn:;.y rich uraniUI> wcap~n . 
They could never h~ve figured oc.t hew to make a <!effusior point. 
Well then, you too flew over and too~ a pic1:ure and ~t•a clear 
in cans m: p:irovinc<' they s<it "their er.rl chmont p> cint. I oe..'\n 

1t1 s oonvenioi .. t • •• • c • • • • (twsi c) 

TIBEN!!AMJ. Whether or not Zia aurvivos ea 
~s'tall 18 loader 

1 
ho 1 s placed on iupc~sibla burden on the .:ountry, 

One.A tha bV-llb is lalown to oxist, be or whoover S-.J.ccoeds him, •,."ill 
f e.ce enormous problem&. Jnatee.d of creating security, the •.-eapon 
Y.ill do qui ta tho opposi ta , Libya •ill :J.eoand e. r<iturn for :i.J.l 
her hel p in the fcrm of nuclcar expertise . I! the boo.b i o there, the 
military will 11ant oo ~est i t . Wi th !!listruetful Indl.n on li>r 
dooratep i;nat cculd be a d19asteroua oo<e . 

l'etor.atl.ng the devke would S"ive one 

warnJJl3 that ox-months , y•a.rc d<A.n tho road the;- will h:o.ve a 
r&al \o"Gl'-pon. Thoy havo a woapcn nx tl'i'3 device . And during 
tMt intervening peri oe. the p"COeouro en India to act to dis..'\l:tl 
the Peldatanie will be encnoo''" • Tt.e conflict tot>.-oen the tl.'O 
countri es i s potent i ~l l y o fatal confl ict. It's about thd 
""J.stsnco of Pel'.ioto.n , not etout fU>:/ diepute or bor<lcr problo::i 
..,,_- there ' a always the pooelbill ty thAt tr~ Ind1>no v:lll not 
all<»• the Pakistanis to ""'1co a traneition fl:om crudo davico to 

tb<' weapon end that means war. 

T I.:,~ : \lhen th• dr<>am of the Iolncio Bomb """ born 
Al!. Bhutto promieed "w :ll"all hr.ve the bomb ov-.>n if l."O h:l.vo to eat 
S"""'" t o got i t ". Pak-1.ct<>n rDa:/ find thero ' e no grnna to oat, 

Fil. 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan


