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RECORD! OF DISCUSSION IN WE SIAYE DEPARIMENT Of P £9)cd.

FRIDAY 16 MARCH: 14.3%0 LOURS i 7

Mr D Newsom, Under Secretary of State 3ir A Parsons, FCO
Mrs L Bensoq,ﬁ ) 4 ! o Mr JA Robinson
Ambassador ? lethl Tt VAl Pakerhamn
Ambassador A liumme

Ambassador 1 Pickering ,{Hﬂfﬁ ’59/‘3"?_,/&__“_, _é‘\ s B M
Mpr P Kreisberg, Planning ppa'ey: IR e L A et )
Mr J Kahan, Pol/Mil Buresh o T

Mrs J Coon, Director, Pakfstan N, gp
lfr D Tice, Assistant to lip Newsom 3
lir R Deming, OLS

tain 1,:!-1,4.

293 | el
1. HNMr Newsom sa;d we were both familiar with our mutual problem
over Pakistan. He invited Sir A Parsons to give his views'on:

8) What the Indians would now do, given their clear
awareness of FPsokistan activities?

b) What the US and the UK, acting either separately or
together, could do to turn the Pakistanis around or
to secure a nou-proliferation agreement applying to |
the continental or sub-continent erea?

c) Whether we must now accept the present position and
seek to contain the proliferation dangers by wider-
scale activities.

2. Bir A Parsons said that we Telt that events in Pakistan were one
of the most horrifying developments since 1945. Since its creation
as a country Pakistan had never reached a.level of real political

stability. She had been ruled by a series of unsatisfactory govern-
ments, of which the present was one ol the most unsatisfactor
gxamples.

Given the present situation in the Middle East, the
possibility that Arab money might now be available to assist the
Pakistanis in their efforts only added to the grave dangers. Of
all the countries in the world who might achieve a nuclear weapons
capability, Pzkistan was one of the least desirable. The apparent
readiness of the Pakistanis to adopt a confrontational position, as
Trevealed in their response to Mr Christopher's representations in
Islamabad, was profoundly depressing.

5. Bir A Parsons continued that we corncluded we should thereiore
make a very major effort to turn the Pakistanis around. So far we
had only taken mechanical action, applying certain regulatory
x-measures to prevent ezxports of sensitive UK materials to Pakistan.
As a result, the Pskistanis must to somo axtent have recognised
the extent of our knowledge and our intentions. So far. at LS
¥ request, we had taken no diplomatic action.
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