
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

April 1979
Cable from Cyrus Vance, 'Pakistan's Nuclear

Problem'

Citation:

"Cable from Cyrus Vance, 'Pakistan's Nuclear Problem'", April 1979, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, The National Archive of the UK, FCO 96/952. Contributed by Malcolm
Craig. https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/280718

Summary:

A telegram from U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus Vance concerning the Pakistani nuclear
program that was shared with British officials.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Carnegie Corporation of New York (CCNY)

Original Language:

English

Contents:

Original Scan

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


. \ . ..... "' 
t ' '\ I "( ' I • I 

" ) ·. ,,I' \ ' -. 
•• ' f .... - • • , 

~.:\-·- i : PAK! Sf f.. 'l'S ?.J UCLEAR P R0 !3 LE ~ 

.I, .... , ....... 

I , ....... , .. 
I. <SECR&.T - ENI IRE TEXT> 

?. Y'JU ARE REGUEST ED TO GET I~ TOUCH IJITH PATRICK 
''1?1'.:R LY AS SOON AS POSS IBLE TO BRIEF' HIM ON RECENT 

"t.VE'LOF"IENTS CONCERNING THE PAKISTAN NUCLEAR PROBLEM 
t fJD A 'IEW INITIATIVE WE PLA~ TO MAKE IN ISlA:i!ABAD. 
YOU "lAY DRAW ON THE FOLLOVI~G POlN_TSs . , 

- ~l"BASSADOR HU:w!!'IEt !'JET WITH PRESIDE'it ZIA APRIL 9 
TO REVIEW OUR RE.LATIOtorS VITH PAXISTAH1. TO REASSURE 
ZIA OJI' OUR DESIRE TO SUPPORT PAKISTAlll TO THE EXTENT 
POSSIBLE AND REAfiFIRl't OUR CDNC£RN ABOUT PAKISTAN'S 
tlUCLEAR PROGRAM WHICH HAS REQUIRED US TO APPLY THE · 
SY"l INGTON Al'IEtSDllJ~NT • • t..' 

' 
- \il~ILE ZIA WAS THOROUGlt.Y UPSET OVER OUR APPLICATIO~ 
OF S'f'llINGTON ANO THE ATTENDANT, PUBLICITY, HE YAS 

, ro . 1"EWHAT 1 ~EASSURED sy . o~~ ~ WI~~~~~ - N~~ . s TO SEPARATE 
. - , '«;>- • ,' :$• • . ' 

T"E · ~uct..EAR ISSUE AS ll!UCJ{ ~ AS Poss·1eLE FROl'I PA !<I STAN' s 
~CUR ITY CO~CERNS ON THE SOVIETS AND AFGHANS. H£ . 
INDICATED WILLINGNESS,TO ENTER - INTO FURTJ£R .. DISCUSSIONS 
O!ol THE BROAD PR 'JBLEM OF REnlONAt: PR a. IF"ERAT I.Olf! \~ HE :~ -
C£NIED THAT PAKISTAN HAS THE CAPA9IL1TY TO ENRICH: URANIUlll, 
BUT CONCEDED THAT PAKISTA!'f IS CARRYING oor NUQ.EAR ~\ .. ·-~ -

RESEAR~H PR~~R~M~. . . ~ · .:~:;~ 
' ·.· 't ,.,-, • • ·1,._·t.;\-. ' ~.; "~: 

- USING THIS RC.JiERENCE TO RESEARCH PROGRAP!S A'lD lIA•s ~ 
FROF'ESSED l~TEREST U BROADER REGIONAL ARRANGEl'l!EtiTS, WE 
ME : J'ROPO~lf.G TO EXPLORE WITH THE PAl<S AN I~TERl!'ll 
/IRRA~GE~ENT ~ aY ~ W'iICH THE PAXS WOULD FREEZE THEIR 
E~RIClf!IENT • ACTIVltliS AT THE CURRENT LEVEL AtJD l!'!PL£­
flft'ft >TJ£1R - OBLIGATION TO FRA!ICE AND THE IAEA TO HAVE 
~SAttGUARl>s '" oN ALL'. THEIR. REPROCESSING FACILITIES. IN 
RET~N · WE 'voULO SEEK A WAIVER OF SYJ'ltl~GTON TO PER!ltlT 
US TO. RESti"lE AID. '· •• ~··-
1 "" . .. .. ; . • t'I .. ·.. ~ 

· - THE DETAILS or OUR PRIJPOSAL ARE STILL 9EING WORKE!> 
our, AND WE WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH SPECIFICS AT A LAT R 

, DATE. 

c:I 
~!~..;. :" 1r. . A~D i~ · IoN ' ~ ' PA r.s OVER Jl.EAD 
t ' J ji'. 1'f0fOGR~PHY AND LEAVE WITH THE!'I THE LltiE DRAWINGS \IE 

i
•' ~ .. JAQ. D£VELOPED FOR THE Ir; sPECJio-r TEA!lf • .. l : jij:.• ~.""·,. ', rl·t.,..., • ·" ·, .• l • 1~~1'i: . ·~. : . • _,. • • ~· 

;._J.)1£~)' . 0tLD LIKE TO CONF'IR!ll WlTK YOU THAT YOU 
• VE NO. OBJECTION TO ~UR UTILIZING THE MATERIAL 
'.::.,iEARLIER.)GREED ON IN THIS VAY. WE NEED A RESPO~SE 
~ if.:!;fRON YOU ON THIS P'JINJ AS SOO!f AS POSSIBLE. \IE 

' r ~. WILL BE BACK J 0 YOU ON THE SPECIFICS Of OUR 
·~ . : 1 i , fflO~O.SED .. ~ , RA _ t:~E.MEN_! WITH THE PAKS 

'.~ ·~~~E RECOGNIZE 'rtt4t THIS,PJWPosAt Is A LONG SHOT 
· ~Bur VE DO NOT ' THINK IT PREQ.UDES ANY OTHER lNlTIATl VE 
·· :;NOV UNDER CO~SIDERATIOR AND COULD VELl · LEAD INTO THE 
__ 9:lRT Of SIE?S BETWEEN- INDIA A-N&- PA-Kl SIA It \IE HAVE· 

_ ~~~~~,J~~~~ · ~Et~E~ . ~YER T~ PAST FEV \'EEKS. 
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