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Summary:

The first part of this document is a letter from the FCQO's Paul Lever to Bryan Cartledge,
in which Lever details his thoughts on Prime Minister Begin's recent letter to Prime
Minister Thatcher. The second part are speaking notes prepared for Thatcher, in
preparation for her upcoming meeting with Begin (scheduled for May 23,1979, the day
after Lever sent this letter.)
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Thank you for your letter of 21 May enc1051ng the text of
Mr Begin's message and the accompanying memorandum on which you
asked for advice.

The Israelis are well informed about the Pakistani nuclear
programme. While we share their concern, we believe that they
may be making over much of Pakistan-Arab links. Although the
Pakistanis are getting financial aid from Arab states the limited
evidence available to us (and the Americans) does not support the i
suggestion that there is any plan to produce an "Islamic Bomb" or '
t0o produce weapons-usable material in Pakistan for other Islamic
countries.

Emersons are mentioned in the memorandum because the supply
in 1977/78 by their company of approximately 30 high frequency
inverters to Pakistan (where they were said to be reguired for a
textile factory) has been the subject of Parliamentary and public

interest. We believe that Emersons UK (which is a subsidiary b1
of a United States firm) acted in good faith. At the time the
equipment was not subject to export control. It is incorrect

to refer to inverters as 'sensitive nuclear equipment'; they are
widely used in industry for the precision control of the speed of
electric motors. When however in 1978 it became apparent that \
Pakistan was seeking to purchase further inverters in connection !
with a clandestine uranium enrichment programme, steps were taken

to bring inverters of relevant specification (and subsequently their
components and subassemblies) under the scope of the Export of }‘
Goods Control Order. This has stopped further supplies from this
country. :

-

Most specially designed items of nuclear equipment are caught !
by existing export controls. Controls have been reviewed on a wide '
range of items having a potentially sensitive nuclear application. ¢
. As a result, some other additional controls have been introduced.
Others are still under consideration at official level. But
it is not possible to impose effective controls on all items
which could be useful for Pakistan's nuclear programme; Some are
widely available throughout the world and have a multiplicity of
' uses.

We have also worked closely with other governments, on the
basis of the information available to us, to try to stop key -
items getting to Pakistan, This has had some Success, but will
not lead to the abandonment of the Pakistani programme. _Thexa
must be a political solution, an issue on which we are keeping .
closely in touch with the Americans at official level. T
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