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Alston proposes a response to the Israeli Prime Minister's letter on Pakistan's nuclear
activity.
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ds How should we reply Lo lir Degin's messrge to the Prime Minister

about Pakistan's nuclear activities? .
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2. Mr Cartledge wrote to Mr Lever on 21 May attaching a copy of a

I

Background and Argument

letter from Mr Begin to the Prime Minister dated 17 May, expreszsing
concern at Pakistan's nuclear intentions. The letter enclosed a
memorandum which focused principally on Arab-Pakistani links and
the involvement of British based companies (specifically Emersons
of Swindon) in supplying equipment for Pakistan's nuclear programme.
3. Mr Lever sent a reply to No 10 dated 22 May giving advice on
these issues and enclosing a speaking note for use by the Prime
Minister when he met Mr Begin on 23 May. I understand that
Pakistan was not in fact raised during their discussions.

L. No 10 should see the JIC Assessment of 26 April on Fossible

Arab Assistance for Pakistani Nuclear Development. We have
consulted others concerned who confirm that although there has

been some subsequent indication, of unproven reliability, about
possible Libyan financial assistance for Pakistan's nuclear
programme the conclusion of the Assessment still holds.

5. We do not know whether the Israelis have made a parallel
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Israelis. This would continue our close cooperation in
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