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PAKISfAN _ VAlliDICTORYIDE8PJ,t;~ n ,_ IL I~ 
1 

1:1-, 
SUMMARY L__ b' JI I ' 
1. Tl1e Ambo.ssador' s final clo&,J< tch on retire.rent irc:J 

the Diplomatic Service rev101v.s :)a:·:1 s An};r c, broad 

mstorico.l sweep. He findr llt tlo c;}~or optimism 

about t11is country, which tw.G failed so often in the pa.st 

to acl1j eve stability or democracy and nhich soems, r:ith 

its old-fashioned structu.rie and conservative outlook, 

pe1°l1aps daL1gerously exposed to pressures for change. To 

the internal disunity which l1as persisted UU'oughout 

Pal<istan' s 30 years of independence must noy: be added tha 

problems and influences of revolutions in Iran end 

Afghanistan (paras 1-7 ) . 
2. '11wo years of General Liia have underlined Pakistan's 

second-rateness and lack of friends in the v;orld. Since 

the loss of Bangladesh it l1as become a hiiddle Last­

oriented country, but despite ;neasures of Isla,.nsaLion 

and rnuch tall< of f;luslim brothers, it is no easy partn1:;r 

for the .Arabs. It would like to be a specrnl frier.a of 

the US, but at tl1e same tlJt18, suc,1!.er::tin&, a direct coll'.,,.· )r, 

course with the \lest, l t soo .. is determined to actneve 

nuclear pn.rit,Y with Ind12. uvoraJ.l tl19 situr1tion 100
1

:<.s El. 

nnst,y, potontially oxplosivo, mntur0. ~ It is c11fl1c
1

1t. 

to see t1mv tl1o UK cru1 l1olp, but tl1e .'.:..roa i::- o( i111,l'h.; ''d 

to ti10 \/est D.Dd needs to ))O domed to Sc>\'iClt l..iflw .. n~0 

( p.::VaP. 7·· 14). 
3. 'J'lKJ 11111\JuSf::,dor r.ncls l t li :.·u •. ~o m.'.' t: '1 :_ t:>. 1 1 c.i • s 
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The Right Honourable 
Dr DD.V id Owen IV!P 
ate etc ate 

Sir 

CONFIDi.!:NTI/11 

mrrrs11 LmJJ •• SSY 
l81J11.:J1:llill 

26 April 1979 

1 . Next montl1 I leave this post after something less tha.'1 

three years. It has proved to be a good deal more interes~i~g 

period than one could have expected in 1976. In retrospect 

it may turn out to have been a watershed w Pa.l<istan' s 

history. 

2. In perhe.ps m0.!:'e extreme fashion than most others in 

similar h.i..Ptorj_cal and economic circumstances, t his country 

has be'3n bcith b'Jneficiary and victim of the winds of char1,::e 

that have b!.0¥.~1 so strongly since 1945. Its in-ie pe.1dence -

j 11 practic'3 f.'.'Om In'.:'.i.a rather tban from the m: - \/as a 

l'err.:-i.rlcable achievement, and in the end swiftly at tamed. 

How to meet the problems of rndependenco, though, has ne\ er 

been resolved. Over 30 years tbese ;:iroblems have been st1Ll:ir: 

to be complex, doGp-soatod and persistent. They or1e so.ne­

th:i.ng to Pal<istan' s gco-poll t1cal position, perliaps so1,1etr...i.r.: 

more to th9 nature of Palnsto.nis, even if rou L~elieve tl'at 

b-'.1sically all people's behc'.l.v1our is conditionecl by tl1tJU 

1~ ·:story. Externally, Pal<istan has been involvud i.11 d~r.si.c 

m::i.nHestations of tl10 cold WM', and is no\i c~~netrL t~.1 in 

porll'l.ilS 11101'0 critic.:tl uo:tt c)0\181 l'l\'.llric •. Ilt.Ll'r:..11:, 

it:- un~ly rns l1:::011 d.•morl - :1 11cl rn r .. L l .11,,'rn l io.tc. i -

C1[.J1('<J!'C!itCly GO, by 1..11< 1orer.; n! !Jc,l'. ":.•l l·JI lVl'll'' 

r:outi1:1ont. Atto•nplr· :u 11~ .• l· (1 cloiaocu: t 1c covor n1TIL1.1t \,l rl, 
/11.:.ivo 
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CONflIDu~!l'l11L 

have failod again and ag.'.l.111. !Ind in the 1970s, for better 

01' for worso, Pakisto.n .o.cr,uired the extrao1'dinary 1.1!' Bhut to, 

first as President, and then as Prime r,Jinister. He !'roved 

an alarming child of the trnos, a feudal ruler in the 1,:ogul 

tradition, but as a secular prrnce, cifted •,11 th a tugh degree 

of intelllgence, enormous energy and dangerous ar.1bition. 

The most sigmficant use of these qualities, I thinl::, -

significant for Pakistan, that is - was in his rnobilic;ation 

of the hitherto dormant masses in the tovms and countr.Yside 

for his direct personal support. 

3. Pakistan has many of the characteristics of md­

Victorian England - few, w1fortunately, of the better ones. 

Pow8r lles essentially in the hands of a small ruling elite. 

Ownership of land is the non.1al basis of power anc.l r:specte.­

b1lity. As a general rule \'/Oi.ien are kept tirmly in tt1e h0i:9 

and the nuddle class, thouch it is coming up, is not yet of 

rnuch significance. Education is li1al<ing only a slight dent 

in illltel'acy. Population is gr owing fast, while cor tra-
ce pt ion is hardly a mat te11 for public discussion. rt.ellpo.1 

mnrntains its strong and lJlnding force; ~nly a darint; 

intellectual or eccentric 1,1oulcl c;uestion it. 
L... The political conseque11c1,s of 1.ir El1Utto ,ue i•icc:llc •• L,l 

but the.)' moan at least, I tlnnl<, th.'lt ill pol1t1cdl te1rn. 

Pakistan can never bo tl1o swno aGai.n. ~·'s cnt1cal contri­

l1ution lvrn been to oncl tl10 old tu.ell ti0 ,,; ..if ~'ll«~r, 

n .. ·cr1t 1._ 11y t110 ro.'.ldlJlc;,~; 01 tt1c i1u•;, rt to 'l~'l '~~t t. t i' 

LJp01'10l'S Jmo\'/ l1ont. Bliut.to i~; dc,ic, l'ut lti~'tol,\', • ~tt:; 

/LC' 

- ~J .... 
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,/ ,, 

to me, mm;t be on Bhut to' 3 s1do. Av1D.k0ninc tt1e 1nD.Sses rr.eans 

brrnging particularly to thou attention the ueoc: and 
conuption of thoir rulers, be they pol1 ticians, buGiness .0n 

or oven gonerals: and wvitrnc the1.1 to draw their conclusions. 

5. One must avoid oxagt,emt1on. I know pernonally a couple 

of highly literate and ch<:i.rr.ung Pakistani Corrunumsts, in 

certain circumstances pGrhaps dangerous ;.1en. But there are 

not many such. Socialism is still rather an ugly word, 

incompatible with Islam, many Pakistanis say, tl1ough I tend 

to doubt it. Corruption is not the way of life here that I 

encountered in South Vietnam. Extre1,1es of pove1°t,y and w::ialth 

are less glaring than in ma:i.v third world countries, and 

perhaps can be kept reasonably out of sight, parucularlJ' 

now under the strj_cter rules of Islamic society. But 

Palnstan at the end of tl1G '7Cs is in a dangerously exposed 

position both geographically and ideolocically, oren to new 

idoas, ready to be influenced by outside pressures. Chan.:_~e 

must surely come faster. To continue to live with Victonan-

1sm is itself difficult, yet evolution must bn.ng ii.s own, 

probably more difficult, 1)roblerns. After Mghamstan and 

Iran, even if notl11ng 11lce tl1e 8hal1 and Jr•v.J.k exist here, 

the scent of revolution 1:1llst be tlmt bi i:. stl'OD1,or. 

6. Pal\istn.nis aro oiton, and ricl1tly, clo ·er ib,· j ac vo lat1 l 

Urban rioting l101 o l111s a lone history. l' tt ironicl.l' Y 

onough, jt WDS tllD r;tPllt:f;.lO to OVOPlllrlh tl· ".Sl"1lllC 

SOCJa)i[;t_lo lliluttn ,l[lLi ·U1c H)'/'1 olcct ll '.1 tl' L l' Vl' ~ 1 1•1 
pol1tic:ir;od rnob iU; ii1·r,;l J't'[d twrl.t U.!. ~ .lc.ocr;. UJ C'ulll~ 

/J1!Jll L tO 1 i~ 

" ·~-"-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_J 
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Bhutto ' s apparent cl1ampioning of Urn left at tho ond o.i 

the '60s l1ad by 1977 becorno littlu ,,1ore than a face.de. 

Evon so, this was !1c.rdly a Pevolut10nary i.1ovor11rnt. 'i/hile 

the opposition certarnly expressed prntesto by the 

i ndividual at the dictatorship and corruption of society 

under the Bhutto regime, they were also inspired by the 

belief that a retlli'n to Islamic purity would io~Q_l.l:J.clo 

restore democracy in Pal<istan. The 1;1ovement has pc-ral tels 

in the revolts against both Mrs Gandhi and the Shah. The 

latter is more important and interesting. iiow Khomeini 

Iran develops may offer si,snif icant pointers for the futur1:> 

of Palustan. And, to some extent, vice versa. 

7. For Pakistan, internal fragility is aggravated by 

alarming external chan&;os, for the most part still in 

course of evolution. reigl1bolli's loo!< dangerous or liable 

t o be dangerous. The giant India seems to have moved rnto 

a different world class, empllasisrng Palnstan' s second­

rateness anc1 lack of success. Jifgriamsta.n U1rcatens sub­

vers)on or sometl1ine worne. Iran i;ny at tarn stability as 

a sistel' Isla1111c Re~1ubllc: but tl1en auun, it 1;1ay not. 

Ancl if it does not, any real benofi t to PaJ-;:istan fro,n a 

strengthened HCD (in which any PaJ(ist11.11 Govorn:-.unt -~'Ubt 

bo interested) can i1l'O bo.bly bo writ tc:1 off. Gnir.a is 

admittedly a friendly no1g!JbOLU' but 1JC' [ ..l"tLtl too o: c rfo< ~' 

for Pulustan in a r·0al omorcr·ncy: 111w '":_ L',l prciV1\10r or 

d.d, o) ttmr. 

B. In t11e ln.st lwo ,vonrD P.il<rnt~11 [,!)•' d11·pl[:,yc:d c.v1o1, t\1r,t 

/of 
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cor 'Ji'ill.GN1'IAL 

of what is often doscr liJud DS ru1 l3la .uc l ovival. Imrnc..1rte 

Western attention l1as tendod to focus on Lhe news-':1orth~1 

aspocts of proh1b1t10n of drinkj_ng, Islar.uc pumchmcnts of 

hand-cutting, flogging, etc. The more important aspect is 

wl1ethe.r the new Islamisat1on in Pakistan reflects a wirler 

movement of um ty among Islamic states Dnd if so, whether 

tl1is migl1t develop to UK and ·;1estern disadvantace. One 

significant element in the revolution in Iran has surely been 

the Muslim protest agarnst thrngs foreign, notably the 

"Conspicuous consum.:ition1
• "11d laxity of the ifestern way of 

life. Dlsffi9.y at the j,1orals of \/estern society is also ciearl,y 

noticeable in Pak1stru1. Hence in part at least ttie frec.uent 

and public reassertion of the fundamental values of Islam. 

Similar sentiments are also, I suppose, capable of making 

thornselves felt in the Arabian and Gulf States. In theory, 

a powerful (oil-rich) and pertiaps funda.i1cntalist Islamic bloc 

might seem on the cards, 1.1l11ch would bo_ non-aligned and 

proL1ably less friendly to the ·.1est. '11h1s is some thine ·:1h1cl1 

quite a lot of Palnstams could .frnd attractive .i..[l IslDr.iic 

terms and in winch Genernl Zia may see cons1deP11ble practical 

advantage for Pakistan's nnU.ono.l interests. Cortarnl.Y", nov: 
that Pakii;tan l1as left Ci!:NTO, tl1e way is open to ox1'lore 

some alternative grouping. 

9. Pe11sonally, hoHevcr, I cloulrt wl1othor !'..11 i. t•rn will 

fnllnv1 wl.ul'u '.l.'L[t am1 l.11u J'C1J:'.lllll:31J' .. 1t1 r 1, ·tH s ,.e. r, t0 

b.; po1nune J.'110 :;r,. C\lllccl J:·l:>i,110 rLv L\·~l lul\k<; co n •l 

]JI'Of;ont .supol'iic1nl 111 1 ~do.r Lrni. I clctc et r11 .1•c11.l 

/rovolut iowu\V 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

revolut1ono.ry favour, as i11 Iran. Indood, procsurc for 

Islamisation may well produce a back-lash. rakjstu.n'.s elHo 

eive no impression of wclcomin~ the practical lmplementatior. 

of Koramc rules. There ls perhaps in any cas0 an essontia.l 

d1fference between Pakistan on tt1e one hand cmd the /irabian 

States and Iran (possibly Afghanistan) on the other. The 

former still enjoys its lone-established British connections 

and Viestemised infrastructure rnherited from Br1t1sh India, 

including sopt1ist1cated methods of business and a comfortably 

non-doctrinaire way of 11£e. Nor is the ordinary mullah in 

Pakistan highly rated. iiy guess of the people a.s a whole is 

that if offered a choice, they would say cocperation v:ith 

duslim brothers, yes, alliance on the basis of furidamentaU st 
Islarn, no thank-you. 

10. Tl1ere is another aspect to this. Palnstanis are not 

only short of real fne11ds 111 tl1e v1orld, ~s I have often 

commented, but also proud nnd touchy - a 1Jretty avful co:n-· 

brnotion. i.:lince the loss of Bal1Bladosl1, they have fllll.CI 

11 t tle attention to coLrntries east. of India. l1le111bershi p of 

tlie Commonwealth was ended by Bhutto in HJ72 and althcuft1 

Y.io. 1muld like to re-join, pride forbicls l'alnstan lo a.sk -

" '>Y invitation, apparently is re-entr.r con.;4c~.u( 
µi.,,~1hlo. Pr.ide al.so plays a pal't ln :::~<ll~u t,m 1 s rt lat ion.:. 

\/lth Hie Arab stator;, ,1t t110 unrJ of tlw 't.Jv< <lL• im.o t.tc 

vtli,;1' 1.1u,;l1111 st'lt,,r_ L1;1 ;.'u:.L·ian':- pl\1-.,,., '.l t 'Lin lll :1 

rri lain1..:; world. Nol ."u1·1u isrnf_n,v 1·u:ict;' . 1 ~ ·:/.irlols• 

/unf~1.vour t•ilo. 
ll, -
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CONFID.:C:I!'l'IAL 

unfo.vou.rable. Pakistan.i. at ti tudos are los:; bro.eh now(J[1ays 

a~1Cl the concept of Pak.i.stan CJS the •·ar·son'.l.l of Islam" 11b.Y 

rinc .fl'iondly belJ.s in oome capHals; but in r.1ost cases 

:friendly nojsos appeal' to bo muffled v11th caution. If 

Po.kistan is large in Islamic terms (pop. c 130 rn. by tbe end 

of the centQry), so also is its need for aid. In the past 

Saudi Arabia and tho UM (and perhaps Libya - but it is 

dHHcult to know) have been [,onerous with help, but from 

other countr.i.es in ti1e 11rai) Vlorld Pakistan at tracts a rather 

more critical look. In folar,1ic terms an 1·arsenal 1; Paki.stan 

rn<:ly b9: but i1ow an arsenal 111 nuclear terr.is also? 1.lith the 

problems of Hs politics and policies post-Bhut to, which 

Arabs can really want to become seriously engaged w1 th 
Pakj.stan? 

1 ·1. In th3fr h9art of !J0a.rt.s most ?ak1starus would like to 

bs a favou1'ed child of tho US. J;ll thou problems r1ould he 

solved , they Uunl<, by irassi vo US aid plus a troa ty of 

f.r:.ondship gu.'.'..ranteerns their fJ ontiers. Tiley also bel1ove 

that they ce.sel'Ve no 10.ss -- bej11g moro serious nnd statJle 

tl1an Iran. mo.re loyal to the .10.st than Inciin. uncn ncai11 

the.fr prj_do Js touobod (as V/811, Of OOUl'SEl, as thull' 

pcilJc: .. os) wiPn l.bo Ar.10ricans seem to asso&s 1t r. .1tt: ot. e~·­
r::'.se - and j_ndoac f:lllE,['.Gf:it tllD.t Pak1Sti111 i.s ~ t ~re t i,\' 1 Jl ki r'< 

tm·1a1'cls a 11uclc::i1' rto<tpon.s prO['h'.1ill1.10. In return d10 

Plr.3l'ict:dJ~J a1•0 frm:1d gu.dt,v of bul~; <l.~ll.U st 'l' i. t.,,. ·"·" 
·1~.c1: n.i' lv 1lrJ2,,l1 l' in Lnn t '·c: n, . So 1 .1 , • ..; L 1 • t. I,". t 

cu1cc 1J!l'·
1t 'ci:l o, l r;; pull l,J• • · Ln~ nut ,vut l•, d, '•ri,y •"(' l\ 11 • 

//110.'"l.SW'L; 

- '( -
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COI.,FIDl.'.Il'l'IAL 

meo.sw·os of 11 appeasornont 1• vis-a-vis lhe 3oviut :Jnlon. 

Pakistan's friendsl11p will1 China and thG .3ovi8l noed to be 

seen suppo1°ting Afgliamslan are useful counter-balancing 

factors. 
12. So what is Pa.l<istan' s future? General Zia bo liovGs it 

is safe in tl1e hands of Allo.l1, though, being a practical m:in , 

he would prefer this .s21ety buttressed by US povJer. 

Unfortunately he also believes that Pal<istan' s secun ty 

requires at lea.st parity with India rn the nuclear field, 

perhaps something more. He is thus on a direct collision 

cou.rse with President CaPter and all v1ho take seriously the 

cause of non-proliferation. 11s tl1is slLUu.tion evolves one 

can only guess at U1e consec,uences for ?--ilnFtan. At the 

l oast, unless Zia retreats from his nucl6t:tr ambitions -

which loolrn unlikely - , anti-US forces in the country will 

be encoul'aged and anti-'.iestern sentiment sti"1ulated. i.:ore 

alarming, without leadership of a hirrhe.r :juall l.I' - and I 

sec no evidence of such en1Grgrng, wi tl1 01 v!l u~·Ju l 'Mn, -

tl10 risl< must l;o of a shaJ:p deterioration in 18lations ;nth 

Jndj_a. 'l'l1e wrnners may be tho purists of Islam supported 

h,V ru1ti-'liestomers and tl1ocm (perhaps not ~no 1 ov1) v1r10 

boHove tl111t the tllt18 hns cor.ic for a 1·Musll.a -10ffiD". 

i~qually, tl1ey could bo U1e iovi operators on tl1o le.ft. Ao 

usual. in modern poll tier. , tlrnso lnttor Gi10,11c: be abh to 

roc;rui t stl'onetl1 from tlin sorn1-oc1uc•.t.orl ( '1,nty Jn 

J' •. d~1;,t·,_i1) LJll1 f1 1 orn tlio i ·111l• •Pnl '.J :1i. , ....r. ur l'l lVl H\ c• 
1 

H1d1tr.:tr1al YIOI'lrnr. 'l'ho l'.l ll\'/Lll 01 11. > -. ~' lL•.:c . l U 'fL i1
' ' t' C" 

' ............. r , ..... r..11,.,111 l t"'UllllC011't1"3 LIO .... ... u .............. ~ 
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oreamsers, notably rn Lf1rncl1i, nml nonlr'.llly left-wing, ~:_.J,ri: 

be a significant dovolop,.11;;nt 111 Uns respE:ct. ;.;,j tbor way, 

the ·:vest - and democracy - loo!( likely to be tho losers. 

13. 1111 this represents a fairly grisly scennr10. After 

Il'an it threatens yet another set-back in a hitherto frlendl,:..· 

area, which is also rather too close for comfort to the viest' s 
oil supplies. I do not feel called upon to oHer final v;oru.s 

of wisdom about ho\'/ to forestall it: and with lucl<, my 

analysis may prove mucl1 too pess1m1st1c. 1/ere I not leav1fig, 

it is not the moment I •.10·1lci have cl10sen for· tr.>1ing out the 

cr.)1stal ball. But it ::;eer,1s clear enougt1 that only the US, or 

possibly the US plus the Nine, have the will and power to 

secure Hestern interests. 

14. This is hardly, I am afriad, a new or creative thoagrt, 

·even with the reference to the potential of the Luropoan 

Community. It is the sort of remark tc1at m1,1tc:it12. mutenC::i..; 

bas come rncreasingly fro,:i oul' posts dunng Ji\\'. 30 .)1ears or so 

in the D1plo,mtlc Service. 'l'nc1'0 ar·e .:iD.ny r:ood reasons -For 

this, and some bad ones. '2l1e 11orst is t l1e faUure of tne UK 

to organise its econo111c )Otent1al. 'l'o Grncst Bev rn is 

attributed the sa,yine, in tl10 l1arcl times of 1%6, (li~t lie!"" 

almost as mucl1 a myU1 for us DB Winston Ci1t1rc1 ill 1 o. tue 

British people) •1G1vo me 10 million tons o:' c0r,l u10 l 1·1!1' 

g1vo .)'OU a iorei.en policy•·. It is sacl, in i cuu11tr,v hke 

Pak1st£.r. wl1oro 50 [ilU( 11 ~.OGi: I\ p t tio nr l t' s l, t 111 l c., I 1 

OCOJ10r:ilC ViUnlmoss. 11. '!" Unu' lflOl ll t ( • l :.1 y llcll01' .rL, lLll ' 

/r1i JCh 

s1 gns tnat tne l'<..na l.q r-t:y 1111 c ••a~ ... ,, .... ...... ..., ........ ,, .. _. 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



CUNFIDc.1-ITliiL 

1·1inch prevents an easy ancl mtural relntlon3h1p from dove::.op­

ing into a reall,y effocuvC:J ono. 

15. I ment1011 ~rnest Devi.i ('.1hcn I was rntroducod to hlm as 

a new-type entry he re .. ionrnd '·l don't care 'ow 'e got Hl as 

long as 'e ' as what it tokes 1:. It w goorl to be able to add 

to the myth). But I ara of tho generation that entered Govern-

ment service through tbe armed forces in 1939. Ignorant as 

most of us were at that time and aee, there seemed to us no 

reason v1hy the UK and France should 11ot easily enough ta.Ke on 

German;/ arid Italy without JS help. ,il1en J went to u:oscow rn 

1946, vie were stlll allies of the Soviet Umor. E<ncl the great 

poV1er of Europe, even if desperate for r1oat emerged as 

narstiall ,Ud. vie played a leadrnG part 111 set ting up r:Nro, 
but thereafter we seem to have ratl1er scpanderod ow· i.lDil,Ue 

advantages, It has been a frustrating penoci Jor tl1e 

Diplo;i1atic Service: and ealling, at the ond al one 1
3 career, 

to be told by the CP.ctS that we are too cood, too "elite". 

('l'l1e argw11ent might as well apply to the compntences of ··.:rle~ 

Street or DP and I am clad tlkit it rec8J. ved little « t te1 t 10:i) 

I am personally of .U1e view tl1at tho Service has adJustc:l 

itself pretty well to th0 ctianeing scene antl tlmt L ,;G i:;~ t 

c;ood value for tlieu mono,\'. Above all, in 30 ::,·t: U'S I ti...~vc 

seen no fallin[-Oif of our sense of di:...c111Li11E ·arc. 1 ospor, 1-

bllity. despite tl10 rncroasrne nu,11bor o:t cl1.Z..:.i,~ult po.·tc ,i. : 

ti10 al1·15.ys inoro complo:·: iJlrunr;L'•~ of noc1,-.. , •1-i f._11u lJ 

0Dl1;:. t1on .. Jl:-v1,1e .. :.l"LUC! 1 t:v t.l'·,,1t.tL1'' 1 \,J,C'; dell J 

ldt ~]~1i[_:<:.J) Jn ll ilUJ,'.'y' JJ; 1\)?,>, l t.i,1 L' ;l l)Ll'1lJ1•
1 N 1 

•' 

sr1,y tLat, Hko, I bo llove, n 1111or,t ovor ,\! /l.,,i> ,c;, f cl or, l!JO 

/lo,)':1 l L\' 
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loyalty .'.'l.nd .rollab1lity of stnff· ha::: IJOon .for me a m .. 1.tter 

winch I have boon gratefully 11.l'Jlo to take f'or granted. 

16. In a valodicto.ry despatch por::wnal id1osyncracies 

Iila,Y be excusod. I hnvo a comment on print , for example. 

Less despatc11es are rin t ten nor1aclays than 30 years aeo -

a 11appy reduction of our labours. Uf traditional despatches 

still requil-ed, those entitled First Impressions could 

easily be dropped, in my view. Tl1eii" utility, often their 

validity , seems questionable. On the other hand, if our 

Sol'vice contributes usefully throLlgh printed despatches to 

othor \lhitehall Departments , why· is it that the latter do 

not r1JD.ke similar contributions? Policy discussions or 
assessments, sometimes negotiations, i),Y other 1.Irnistr ies 

are surely of e~ual interest, both historical and, for 

posts abroad, ed•1cat 1011al. 

17 . Di plomo.tlc .Jo;-vice 1nves also deserve a mention. Last 

year I pleaded \lltti a (lady ) 1,1c111ber of tile CPRS that tt1e 

report sl1ould Jilal\e l'ecommondat iom; to assist this hD.rd­

worl<J.ng , often over- worked, but always important ele11e11t 

of Brit ish overseas representation. Sh8 was s,ymµathetlc, 

but t he report offered little or nothing. At tt1e lc:J.st, 

for senior Hives a \life ' s residonco (at post) a.llowance, 

pa1d to t he wife, suB1ns due . 

18. Finall.Y' lanu1ago nbi llty. uur Sol'V 1C0 r lS prncti~ol'.'J 

UCOllOllliGS ovor rocont .l' O.':ll'S to d dCL,l'O(l \/hlcll l'Jll~; h .. ·t LIS 

too ] Jt.Uo lit.JC f()J' 'li'[lll1Hl[•. ln p11J'tJC,Ul I ,10.c;t l1t'·; ,, rT 

to 0ccur• r,t c3poollr; 1·1tncl1 oJt.cn p1 rc:lurlo L,,, ,'O tr~Li1:111,· 

/No 
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GONFIDEN'l'IilJ_, 

No membor of m,y DS staff :in SD.il]on spoko Vietnwneso: nono ir. 

Islarnab.:'1.d speaks Urdu. Vlhcn I vtns Ministe1° in Bo1•1in, very 

few of us spoke fluent German. It is not very modern or 

efficient. It seams to mo we cD.nnot afford to be less than 

both. 
19. I am sending copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's 

Representatives at New Delhi, Kabul, Tehran, Pel<ing, il:oscon, 

Washington and Karachi. 
I em, Sir 
Yours faithfully 

J C W BLishell 
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