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Summary:

This document, sent from the U.S. State Department in Washington D.C. to its embassy
in Islamabad, is a collection of questions and answers regarding the Pakistan nuclear
program. This "Contingency Press Guidance" is meant to guide diplomatic officials on
how to appropriately answer questions posed by the press regarding the Pakistan
situation.
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TAGST MNUC, PK
SUBJECT1 CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE
1e (S=ENTIRE TEXT),

2s THE FOLLOWING CONTIMGENCY RPT CONTINGENCY PRESS .
GUIDANCE HAS BEEN CLEARED IN THE DEPARTMENT AND ]S PROVIDED
FOR YOUR INFORMATION DNLY, YOU SHOULD REFER ANY QUESTIONS
TO DEPT,

BEGIN TEXTI

CONTIMNGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE
PAKISTAN MUCLEAR PROBLEM

Qs IS PAKISTAN DEVELOPING THE CAPABILITY TO PRODUCE
NUCLEAR WEAPONS?

Ay == WE ARE AWARE OF REPORTS THAT PAKISTAN IS au:tn¥uc A
CENTRIFUGE ENRICHMENT FACILITY. OVER TIME SUCH A FACILITY
COULD GIVE PAKISTAN THE MEANS TO ACQUIRE NUCLEAR WEAPDNS#
GRADE MATERIAL, THAT WOULD BE A SERIDUS DEVELOPMENT,

== 1 WOULD NOT LIKE TO GO INTD ANY FURTHER DETAIL AT

THIS TIME SINCE THIS MATTER 1§ THE SUBJECT OF CONFIDENTIAL
DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES,

Qe HAVE WE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE PAKISTANI GUVERNMENT ON
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THIS MATTER?

A, WE HAVE CONSISTENTLY MADE CLEAR DUR CONCERNS DVER THE
SPREAD UMDER MATIONAL CONTROL OF SENSITIVE NUCLEAR
FACILITIES, INCLUDING REPROUCESSING AND ENRICHMENT
FACILITIES, BECAUSE OF THE PROLIFERATION DANGERS INMERENT
IN SUCH CAPACITY, WE HAVE EXPRESSED TU THE PAKISTAN]S OUR
CONCERNS, MOST RECENTLY DURING THE VISIT OF DEPUTY A
SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER (MARCH 1m2), I WANT TO EMPHAS]ZE,
HNWEVER, THAT THIS 1S A GLORAL POLICY WHICH APPLIES TO
PAKISTA! AND DTHER STATES AS WELL,

Q. WHAT WAS THEIR RESPONSE?

A, WE ARE COMNTINUING OUR DIALUGUE WITH THE PAKISTAN
GOVERNMENT, WE DO NOT NORMALLY COMMENT ON CONFIDENTIAL

EXCHANGES BETWEEN TWQ GOVERNMENTS,

Q, WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE FREMNCH REPROCESSING PL
AREN1T THE PAKISTANIS CONTINUING WORK ON THIS PRUOJEC
WOULDN'T IT GIVE THEM WEAPONS GRADE PLUTOMIUM?

ANT?
T AND

A, WE ARE CONCERNED ABDUT ANY SENSITIVE FACILITY, WHETHER
REPROCESSING DR ENRICHMENT, AND THE PAKISTANIS ARE AWARE
OF TUR CONCERNS, 1 SUGGEST YDU ADDRESS YOUR DETAILED
QUESTIONS ON THE PRUOJECT TO THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT,

Q, WHAT IS QUR BEST ESTIMATE ON HOWw SOON PAKISTAN COULD
EXPLUDE A NUCLEAR DEVICE?

A, THIS INVOUVES INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATES AND 1 REA
CAN'T COMMENT ON THAT EXCEPT TO SAY THAT IT WOULD
IMMINENT, BUT A MATTER 0OF SOME YEARS.

LLyY
NOT BE

Q. WHAT ARE YOU DOING ABOUT THIS SECRET NUCLEAR PROGRAM?

A, 1 HAVE SAID WE ARE CONTINUING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE
PAKISTAN GOVERMNMENT, AND MAKING CLEAR OUR CONCERNS, WE

ARE ALST IN TOUCHM WITH A NUMBER OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS BuT
] CANNOT GIVE YOU AMYTHING 0ON THESE CONTACTS,

Qs ARE THE PAKISTANIS IMPORTING EQUIPMENT FOR THESE )
SENSITIVE FACILITIES AS ALLEGED IN THE INDIAN PRESS REPORY
AND, IF SO, WHERE IS IT COMING FROM?

A, MANY ITEMS NEEDED FOR SUCH FACILITIES ARE DUAL PURPNSE
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ITEMS AND CAN BE PURGCHASED THROUGH COMMERCIAL CHANNELS
FROM A NUMBER OF FIRMS IN A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES, I CANNOT

GIVE YOU A LIST OF SOURCES., IT IS PDSSIB%E THAT MANY
CAMPONENTS OF THIS KIND CAN BE IMPORTED wlTHOUT
NECESSARILY BEING SUBJECT To EXPORT CONTROLS,

Q, HAS THERE BEEN ANY EFFORT BY THE PRINCIPAL NUCLEAR
SUPPLIERS TO CUT DFPF THE SUPPLY OF COMPONENTS FDR

SENSITIVE FACILITIES?

Ay OUR CONCERNS ARE SHARED BY OTHER GUOVERNMENTS. BUT |
CANNOT ELABORATE ON WHAT DTHER GOVERNMENTS MIGHT BE DOING?

Q, ARE YDU APPLYING THE LAW (SYMINGTON/GLENN AMENDMENTS)
FORBIDDING US AID TD ANY COUNTRY TRANSFERRING OR RECEIVING
ENRICHMENT MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT, DR TECHNOLQOGY?

g% AS REQUIRED UNDER THE LAW, WE ARE WINDING DOWN IN AN
#5184
NMN-
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BT
S ECRE T FINAL SECTION OF 02 STAYE 085184/02
NODIS
QRDERLY MANNER NUR AID PROGRAM TO PAKISTAN,

Q. HAVE YOU BEEN JN TOUCH WITH THE INDIAN GDVERNMENT, AND
WHAT 1S THEIR REACTION?

A, 1 CANMNOT TELL YOU WHICH GDVERNMENTS WE HAVE CONTACTED,
FOR INDIAN VIEWSs YOU SHDULD ASK THE INDIAN GDVERNMENT,

Q, WOULD NOT THE PAKISTAMIS! ACQUISITION OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS UPSET THE BALANCE IM SOUTH ASTA AND FORCE INDIA
TO DEVELOP NUCLEAR WEAPONS?

A, THE POLICY DF THE UNITEO STATES IS TO OPPOSE THE
PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPDNS ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD AND
TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO PREVENT PROLIFERATIONM, BQTH
IMDIA AND PAKISTAN UNDERSTAND THIS POLICY, WE DQ NOY
BELYEVE THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS ADDS TO THE
SECURITY OF ANY COUNTRY: INDEED, IT THREATENS REGIQNAL
SECURITY AND THE SECURITY OF US ALL,

Q, WHAT WOULD BE THE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE MIDDLE EAST NF
WHAT HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS A "MUSLIM BOMB"™ T0O BALANCE THE
ISRAELT BOMB?

A. AS YOU KNOW THE ISRAELIS HAVE REPEATEDLY STATED IN THE
PAST THAT THEY WOULD NOT RE THE FIRST TO INTRODUGE NUCLEAR
WEAPONS IN THE REGION., 1IN OUR VIEW, ANY PROLIFERATION OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS ANYWMERE CAMN ONLY HAVE THE MOST SERIOUS

SENSITIVE
No Objection To Declassification 2008/06/02 : NLC-16-116-2-10-3



Wilson Center Digital Archiver o ction To Declassification 2008/06/02 : NLC-16-1163-9513! Scan

SENSITIVE
PAGE 1 w 246 SITUATINN LISTING DATE 06/02/79//153

SITUATIONY NODIS
SUBJECT CATAGORYY QUT

MESSAGE / ARNNDTATIONY
CONSEQUENCES FOR WORLD SECURITY. |

Q, HOW DOES THIS PAKISTAN DEVELOPMENT BEAR ON THE
PRESIDENT!S NONwPROLIFERAYINN POLICY?

Ao IT DEMONSTRATES THAT THE IMPORTANCE GIVEN TO NDN-
PROLIFERATION IN US FOREIGN POLICY IS WELL PLACED,

POLICY IS TO CONTINUE TO TRY TO PERSUADE THE PAK!STAN S

TO AV0I0 A PATH TOWARD PROLIFERATION WHICH WOULD JEOPARDIZE
THEIR OWN SECURITY AS WELL AS THAT OF THEIR NEIGHBORS,

END TEXT VANCE
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