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A Few Opinions Expressed by the Minister on Several Basic Issues during
the General Review of the Handling of Cases

(spoken during a discussion with the Committee to Review the Handling of Cases in
1971)

| - The Concept of a Case [Chuyén An]

-There are two types of operational cases: political cases and criminal cases.
Criminal cases always must be resolved [ended] quickly, unlike political cases. In the
category of political cases, espionage cases are different than cases involving
domestic [internal] counter-revolutionaries. And among domestic
counter-revolutionary cases, cases involving counter-revolutionaries exploiting the
Catholic religion are different than other counter-revolutionary cases. Catholic
counter-revolutionary cases may last a long time, five years or even fifteen years, but
other counter-revolutionaries must be immediately nipped in the bud.

-So what is a case? Itis a step, a very important step, a very concentrated step in
our fight against counter-revolutionaries and against criminals. It is aimed at clearly
illuminating the schemes, the organization, the plans, the methods, and the operating
procedures and tactics of revolutionaries or of criminals, and in the end to snuff out
and crush their schemes, their organizations, and their activities. That is the most
general meaning of the term. ...
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We can divide cases up into two major categories, as | said earlier: political cases
(consisting of cases involving various types of spies and cases involving various types
of counter-revolutionaries) and criminal cases, which consist of homicide cases,
robbery cases, burglary cases, corruption cases, fraud cases, etc. Of the various
types of political cases, there are cases involving different types of spies, such as
sleeper agents, commando spies, spies in [foreign] organizations or agencies
permanently stationed in our country, spies in delegations temporarily visiting our
country, etc., and there are cases involving the different types of reactionaries, such
as reactionaries who exploit the Catholic religion, reactionaries among the ethnic
minority groups, and other types of reactinaries.

As for the goal of a case, in the end it must be to crush the target’s schemes and
destroy his organization and his action network, and most especially we must defeat
the enemy’s schemes and plans. Crushing the schemes, plans, and organization of
the reactionaries and arresting and punishing the reactionaries - that is the goal, and
it is an extremely important requirement in a case. However, the most important
requirement is to completely defeat the enemy’s plots and schemes.

Usually, when we bring a case to a close, when we wrap up a case, we arrest and
punish the counter-revolutionaries. However, there are times when we do not
necessarily need to punish them. For example, with regard to reactionaries who
exploit the Catholic religion, arresting and punishing these reactionaries is not our
ultimate goal, even though there are times when we must arrest them and punish
them. In the struggle in the course of an operation, many times we arrest or sweep
up a number of targets, but for political reasons we also leave some behind to serve
as “scenery”. When the Catholic faithful no longer need these targets, then they will
leave them and will no longer follow them. However, with respect to a number of
other types of reactionaries, we must arrest them, also for political reasons. In
addition, there is also the issue of whether we need to reeducate them, to educate
and win the sympathies of the reactionaries in order to force them to follow us.
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Over the long term, we must achieve the goal of transforming the Catholic Church
and ensuring that the church follows the path and the policies of the revolution, and
then no matter what the reactionaries say, the Catholic faithful will not listen to them.
Therefore the most important goal of a case is still to totally defeat the enemy’s plots
and schemes. ...
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