
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

April 17, 1958
Letter, Eugene Lyons to Howland Sargeant

Citation:

"Letter, Eugene Lyons to Howland Sargeant", April 17, 1958, Wilson Center Digital
Archive, Released by the Central Intelligence Agency on October 16, 2019 in response to
Mandatory Declassification Review request EOM-2018-00930. Contributed by A. Ross
Johnson. https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/290911

Summary:

AMCOMLIB founder Eugene Lyons expresses reservations to AMCOMLIB President
Sargeant about the measures outlined in his Memorandum on strengthening RL
programming.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Blavatnik Family Foundation

Original Language:

English

Contents:

Original Scan

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


C06768082 Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768082 

EllGE.'\E LYOt\S 

AJ>P11 17. 19.$8 

Dear Ro11rlantt 1 

MaDJ \hanka ror aeD11ng .. J'Ot.1P ••onDdma or 
April 9th. on aoU.ona t.G atr-angthen ~-s:ag. · 

The w' encoUNging eloseat la 1-. t. Is.°!; 
intont1an or Uk11Ja a p•raonal hand 1n the po 
process oa the opent1~1 lovel. Per the n•t• I 1d 
bo less than hank U' I pretended tba t the outline 
tilla a m• v1 th optimism.. M7 1tUdn reaction 1a 
one ot batt1&lllea;'· the our. •MIU hardl.J' related 
to th• d1aeuo. Hay I blpoee on 7our patience to 
explain isya•lt'T . 

The proposal.a look lik• "expansion or '11.o 
•ah!ne~_ o~ oonVol am oval ua tton. •ur>&rb;>osed 
an e:d.stUtg mach1n•:r:r. So I ask 1n1aelt i 

· ~ ahoul.d there. bo th1a need tor 'llOl'•·•DI more 
J:lic~li 9~m':' f..ft~ .ii. an overaholl polio• 

roe ea lh.nre are an abm..ormal nuaba of. 
lavbreake.ra to b• •tched. Wouldn't a lo' ~ U'duous. 
coetly ~d (on the 'baai• or e=perieZJO• to date) 
1.zMtl'toctlY• pollN work be obv1a•e4 U wo UDOO'f'el"ed 
and got r14 o.t tbe oulprita t 

Tho cr1a1a '1ult produc.d th1a aeries ot aot1om 
1a not a gan«r>alised voakneaa 1n prograwa! ng. X' 1a 
a ap ecUio aet ot m t1o.!ama or obargff - to the 
dfeot tba1J an al&rni13g amoun1; or lert18he Hars.l•t. 
anti-Western an! oven pro-6ov1e' mtter baa ~t 
illto tho prograJU. --1 

. . ~ 

TlM~ or1 t1o1am ha• been vo1.Jl4Sd' loudl.7 ln the 
-.igra tlOJs (top details see Eric; vtl'la gets th• br\ld 
or It). It hAJI ttgurod in ffi>OrU _. "S'f'od1 tel" 
and othertt. Statt 1u11~wa 1n our ••York ahop la Te 
been tr71l~ hard \o call a~tont1on ~o lt. .. tor a lq 
while. And ot ooune ~ have b4en l>oa LJvf.ne.•a 
and r:q awr& continuous protest•• 

Wo have backad up our ehaPge• tdtth- a 1013g arra1 
ot apecit:l.c and Cltt•n shocking ouoaa ln. b. Le•1n•'• 
d•tailed anal1"sin ct 1t t1m.-e•se~t o!'-,>r~.-r 
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running memoa, • those or acme enl ua tare. When t'aoed 
with sen. of this uter1al, Mr. Be?"trandiu, who until 
then aco.rted at the ohargea, was obliged \o a4m.1t them 
in substance 1t not 1n detail. Even the cautioua ~..r. 
Dunbata oonoede<11. that tho "biaa" in the P" ogran1d.1>g is 
"quite obvious." 

We were not dlacusidng ju.t mistakes anS inept­
ness, which are unavoidable L"l •uch a..~ cr,..a r-at1on. We 
dealt with taulta or a opac1f1o type, recu1Ting 1n 
program att-.tr program. and Pl&k1ng a d1at1not pattern. 
1'hat p1. ttern 1• clearly a reflection of the mind• and 
the politieial oanmitznenta or SCMl.e <Jr those ffho pll!tll, 
write am aiuperY1ae pi•ograma. 

I do not think, in Qll aandor, that anothor 
"1ndepondant reviov" !s required to oatabl1sh 'lo.hat in 
all too oblr1oua. TM .findings or auob 8 tima-ki 111.ng 
rev1 ow can't oba.nge the progi•ama v• have already 
an19.l7zed and discussed. It fUtema to zie tho. t tho evidence 
la 1n am 1::hat a vard1et 1s in order. I hr,:iped and 
believed that you would make 1 t. Only when t~ tr-oubl~ 
is acknowledged ean we proceed to seek a r~7. 'l'he 
alternat1Yoa, as I saw t.h-00, were th9se1 

l. Either the oharg~a are UllN'arranted, in wh1ch 
case tho m.t•asure:s outlined ara \Ul.lleoesaary -

2. Or they are ju.3t1r1ed• 1n which case the 
measures a~e la.rgol7 1rra•G"Vant. 

What bothorti' u meat. I auppoae, is that tho 
momorandtm -- on 'Which eore ot wt bad staked a lot; 
or hope ... avo1ds 11.ention ot• 'the trouble to be doalt i 
with. It 11&ts u;> add1t1ollll.l procedures of the kind · 
that b.a.va thus tar proved :tutile. 

Wb.s.t 's 1nvolv&d, 1n any ease, ia not r;c-oeedursl. 
It is pls1nlJ political and ideological. Y.,t I see 
no effort to 1dent11'J tho pe raona or tho mantal quirks 
responsible t'or the obvioua aberrationa 1 as the indis­
pensable condition tor for eliJ!11nat1ng or neutral1~inf~ 
thooi. Yorise. it leaves th& OW-8 or tho cOD11t1on to 
tha 1!H1.m.s· people who bavo eteadtant'!y denied tb.8 t there 
VfUJ any a11.w.ent !t'equiring cure. 

Aa it. ata1lf.i1 • ve have no t'rank aoknowled.gemen' 
o!' the bnrn11'ul prq;rt..'WI and therefore, by implication 
at l•ast 9 ·eixonsration of thoao responsible. I do not 
believG {a'.nd neitJlar 11 I suppcmo, do you in your heart) 
that j_mp~o~ed "policy pnpar~~ will be enough. l"he 
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program.a 1nev1tab17 lfill eontinue to rerla ot the poll• 
tioal bifl-8 or thoee who f$Sh1on tbom. The mare sincere· 
these poople an, indeed, tho lll<r e this w111 be true. 

These people haven't been ma~ "mistakes." 
Tbe1 have becm behaving hc:inestl7 1n line with th.et~ 
convictions. The! will continue to do ao -- p rhaPI 
mere oautioualy, eaa ovel"tly, whllo the JI" ttasurc;a 
are Oil• · 

Tbe &1·aluatlon Ilf.eaharaisas all"eadr in .toroe ahoull 
htiV6 1ufl"icH1d. Dlit t.hv'V llOfer Vill~ &Ven it WO expai'id· 

. WuMa toufold, •• lor.e, a~ tho progrum1ng atarf 1a 
ove1,load•d with a.lnds o.nd &tti tudee 1ncompa tlbl., 'lfi~ 
th~ v~gorous oonduot of ant1-Sovlot p~v?l ganda ... with 
men vhoee thinking is 16.rgely 1n thtt fram.-work ot 
Mai-xlam ~good and bad Vci.l"1at1oru.d, who dosp1se Dulles, 
at..o.r.d!lil tti CW.aJ)B lta1-shek and Syngman Rh$e, dote· on 
Br1 tlsh le.tt-wtngors and G6 rman social demool"B ts, tavar 
the. or1t~os or Aiiwriean policy aa against 1ta dof'endera, 
cuL11.1at bring themsolv•• t.o aa,- an unld.nd Jll11&k word 
about Rwd China Oi• lied Yugoslavia;, etc. And '-heir 
1ina, aa rou know, ai-e not Mr~l1 those of comm1sa1on 
but, no losa lmportimt, thosa or Olldaaion. R._PJ at&d.17 
or;:,~·('.'.l..'t1.l.Tl1 tiea ror anti-Soviet. prepagan:ie 8.1"8 1.gno1•CtdJ 
the picture *82· ot tho W8 st tba t 6110rge1 .f'rca Any 
largtt ba teh or progrru"'\a. J.a hlghl.7 unapp otl aing beeau.e 
c.r tna asa1auows chr<>n1el1ng or at.r1lm.o, disa•t•rs, 
blunders I etc. 

Thia ta the probl tmi, Mr. Pre•ident. Bu\ .it la 
acaroely touched by th& ae tiona outli.nffd, 1..f I read 
tbbm ti.right. 

Takei S6ot1on (b) of Point 9, which caDee·c.loseat 
t,(i tho 1&sue. ·It tot-6.&&68 "•~l:Ula or delt:Jga.t1ng to a 
1•tJ$POliJJ1.t.le p& .l>aon or group a larger measurem or 
authority tor editorial content."' But who 1s to ded. de 
tho ~w for sucL transfer and who ie to 111Jplemont it? 
Tl·u a&.mEr man who most vigo1•cuel7 def~1ndod put aDd 
P!"'t>86Ut ed1~ori&l COl.itit1flt • "no 1A·buaed thoee o;f WI \fhO 
o.allbO: attention to int ole:ruble pi-ogrmn content and 
p-i ravnall-7 •eked tor the el~~U.cm.~--··~'V'.fl<litel. '

1 

. .:.-----·-··--·····--· .... ······· .. ··. ······-·. 

l su'tttlt thtlt any po1•sm ·or group designated 
b;r him would be util.1kely to impNWe utters, espeoially 
11' he continued to havo the laat ••1• At the V•l"Y 
least th<.i d9o1a1ona on del&.;a.t.1ng author1 tJ should / 
b_, made by Mr. Kelley whu • ·I prc;a um.o, Na4a •• ery 

• 
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: s ~, -~' . hl,.t:Vt:Ult tl)at 4q;:.:lJ-...t;.J.~, µJI." ttttt1ott., .... 

~ .. :~ ]~ . 
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'-''-:.t.:.:. tl.-;~ ~1~1Ut it-o~•- ... 1..l.f·~:~a1. ti aocrtlf!~'.'t \rt~r·o_,~.··- ::_ ·~. 
1.'~·~•"ti.~~<~.Jon1 . hl.41 n9t t·!l.~ into· e. 1'ubl1~.''.'i'~ftl'..' · ·• ·. 
Ll ,r·~a:i.!7 a. ~nlnQr ll!llre.ol~. I: d-on'Qt t.ti.'l' t -~ ~i(~fi; t?f.e 
ii Lf.~fl .tp:r . m~ ~ {)1~ 'h9!"~:, r,;_t;t .. _ r~'-1- ~rs • r thin.¥ ?r• ~•!~u.ld 
.ii.Ct doe1a;iv(jl1 ~ tl).,l ~~!• Qi.' ~·"' re«1:tev .!n. ·.~M.:;·_ . 
b'!J hav~ ~:ott tXl,l~g,e<l !;h~J.a it~;s t .t"1 vt~ or·_ .,~_)f.11 .. :~1~ . . 
~ ·loo~t l;hAt ou~ldera.,.;&l•e btttt·ei- ~u1pp~" "0: · .{£a 
·::M ;,d.-:!t.i:tro th..4\tl JOU and Don l_,rlna. Svcul1t01. ': ·: 
t1cu~e: i;._yot'.Mt, D\lnb•J.n and other s tatr !ll13f{it•el"a. It tho-~ 
•r~ a~i,;tl. u:rgin.s fo'i!- ;l01fr1t +J1f\. t !S;.t'2!! 19 na&de:d, . 
I fa.J..l lo <l!soort:t thaia .. 

t 'ap9log1:1~. fol'_ t)t,~ l~ngtb ot thj.• l•i~.s2'i~'iP: ' 
aasttJ-0; Jt>U ~~!lt ! '1!-1n.1 7. r'')liuh wr1t1~ ~~t buJ :~llf!t ·. 
w:-r~enc.y of the chall.t>ngia. ~tU! 1 t \JJ'Mlvoidable • 0ttl" .,. 
dut1 i;s to P:tt• '\he ata~t.ff)n b&ck on tl\ft job tor wht~ , , 

. 1a. ....... P",· ..... _.-...._·.~. .• , . , .. , " 
lJc wa~ ~~ ,.', ?:. -~~, 

·'.. 

s1noe~rf!lY •. ,,, , 
' 

. 

,~: .... 

_ .. ··. -~{:.':~~'~:,·e .. 

·,.: 
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