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12 not a gsneralized weakness in progrumming. It ia
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EUGENE LYONS
7t Bedford Roud « Pleasaniville, N Y.

April 17, 1958
Deapy Howlandt

Hany thanks for semiing me your memorsndum of
April 9th, on metiona %o strengthen programing. '

The most oncowruging element in it iz your
intention of tsking a peraonsl hend in the peo
process oan ths operational lovel. For the rest, I'd
be less than frank if I pretended that the cutline
£ills =¢ me with optimism, HMy main reaction is
one of bafflemeat. The ocure seemas bardly relsted
to the dlseaszs. May I impoze on youwr paticnce to
explein myaslf? .

The proposala look like é expansion of the
nechinery of somtrol ard svaluation, siperimposed
on exlstikz mashinery. 30 I ask myselfs

¥hy should thera be thlg need for morssnd more
3¢ T Of onk After all, an oversiczod police
3 are are en adnormal mumbsr of
lavbreakers to bs watched. Wouldam't a lot of avduous,
costly and (on the bazls of experfencs to date)
inefrfective police work be obviated if wo uncovered

mnd got rid of the eulprits?
The erisis that proluced this seriss of sotions

e -

a specific set of critislsms or es == to the
effect that sn alsrming amount of leftish, Harxist,
anti-Hestern anid even pro~Soviet matter has crept

inhto the programe, o

Ths oritioeism has been volged loudly in the
mi?atioaz (for detalls soe Bric, whwe gots the brumt
of it). It has figuwred in reporta Ly "Sveditel”
anpd others, Staff nathors in cur Mow York shop lave
bean trying hard to call attention o 1t.for a loxg
whils, And of eourse thore have been Don Lovine's
and my own conbtlimuous protests.

Wo have backed wp our charges witly a long array
of speoific end often shooking ospest Iin Mr. Levine's
detailed analysis of r timsesesment of “progrens ,,my '

e

Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768082



Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768082

V\éla%%eggeéaigital Archive Original Scan

running menocs., thogse of some svaluators. When faced
with saune of this material, HMr. Bertrandias, who until
then scoffed at the charges, was obliged to admit them
in substance 1f not in deteil, Even the cautious kr,.
Dunham conceded that the "bias”™ in the programing 1s
"quite obviocus.”

He were not dipcussing just mistakes and inept-
neas, which are unavoidable in such an ope ration, We
dealt with faults of & specific type, vecurring in
peogram after program end making & distinot pattern.
That pattern 1is c%early a reflection of the minds and
the political coomitments of some 6f those who plan,
write and superviass programa,

I do not thiuk, in «ll sandeow, that anothor
"independent review” is required to establish what 1s
2ll too obvicua. Tho findings of such & time-killing
review can't change the programs we have already
analyzed arnd discuzsed. It zesima to me that the evidence
is in and that a verdiet is 1in order. I hoped and
believed that you would mmke it. Omly when ths troubls
1z asknowlsdgsd een we procesd to sesk a raasdy. The
s&lternatives, e 1 saw thaon, were thesel '

1. BEither the charges ere umiarranted, in which
case the msasures outlined are unnecessary --

2. Or they ere justiriasd, in which ocase ths
neasures are largely irraelevant.

What botheys me most, I suppoge, is that the
nmomorandun =- on which som of us had staked 8 lot :
of hcps =« avoids mention of the troudble to bo dealt |
with, It pets wp additionsl precedures of the kimd
that have thus far proved futila.

What's involvsd, in any ease, 13 not procsdural.
It is plainly politiecal and idsoclogleal. Yot I see
no effort to identify thoe perascns or the mental quirks
responsible for the odbviocus aberrstions, as the Indis-
pensable condition for for sliminating or neutrallzing
tham, Werse, it lsaves the ocurs of ths comiltion to
the sams people who lave steadfastly denied that there

was any ailment wequirlng curo.

As it stands, we have no frenk acknowledgement
of the harmful pr ms end therefore, b{ implieation
at lesst, sxonsration of those responsible. I do not
believe (ard nelthor, I suppese, do you in your heart)
that lmproved "poliey paspars” will be enoughes The
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p:mgrm inevitably will continue to refls ot the poli- .'
tical bias of those who fashion them. The more slncere
these people are, indeed, the mare this will be true.

These people haven't been making "mistekes,”
They have besn behaving honestly in line with thelr
convictions. They will continus to do so == pe rhaps
na o oautiously, lesa overtly, while the pruessures
are omn, . s

: The evaluation mechunimas already in force should
Lisve sufrieed. Dut they never will, even if we expand
- thsm tenfold, a&s long as the programming staff is v
overloaded with minds and attitudee incompa tibls with
- the vigorous conduot of anti-3oviet propaganda «= with-
men whose thinking 1s largely in the (ramework of
Harxism \good and bed variations), who despise Dulles,
- aboninate Chl Kai~ghek and Syngman Rhee, dots on _
L Bpitish laft ors and Gyrman scolal demnoorats, favar
' the orltlcs of Amorican policy as against its defenders,
- eaiot bring themselves Lo say an unkind mmmk word
about Red China ox Red Yugoslavia, ete. And their
gins, as you kncw, ers not merely those of commission
but, no less important, thoss of omission. Repe atedly
oorevtunitios for anti-Soviet preopaganie are ignored; -
the ploture s&mk of the Wgst that emerges f{ram any
large batek of programs.ls highly wappet aing because
¢f the assiducus chronicling ef strilms, disasters,
blunders, etc.

This 1s the problem, Mr. President, But it 1is
scarcely toushed by the aciions outlined, 1f I reed
them aright. ‘ . :

Take Seetion (b) of Foint 2, which cumes closest .

to the issue. It foremoss "msans of delwsgating to a
respousible person or group a larger measures of :
authority for oditoria% content.” But who 1s to ded de
the need for suck trensfer and who 1e to implement 1t?
Tro ssme man who most vigorcusly defended past and -
presont ediilarisl coutent, who abused thoae of us who
salled attention to Intolerable program content and

- e racnally asked for tho elimination of "Sveditel,”

e

, I sutwult that any person or growp designated '
- by him wouldd be unlikely to improve matters, especially
i1f he continued to have the last say. At the very
least the deoclaiona on dolegatlm authority should VZ
be made by Mr. Kelley wiw, 1l prusume, reads every 7
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,.cf' de *ti?oly mx t:h‘ bayly of thn veview _in
wo have bmm amzaged sheas lust £ive o =ix me
’ Aoubt shat outdldars.mire better squipped €
L mag plature than you and Den Lgvim. Sveditel-

' l!zene Lyona, Dunhem and othasr staff members, If e
are at 11 margine for douut thnt getion is madm, i
I fml ta disoorn thmia o

- X upologlzo for ths length of this lef
"'a.xaura you that I 44 in's ra2lish writln% 5
urzeney of the challonge wada 1t unavoldsable. Ou ‘
duty is %o put tho a*&ﬁhon baek on thq Jab rm* whin!;
-1t wam punmd : L
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