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Novemboer 4, 1960

Hr. Gene Sogin

American Committee for Liberation
1657 Brozdway

Kew York 15, Hew York

Jear Genes

A8 you know, we have cewtain preblems here in connecgtion with
the bandling of Poliocy Fosition Statements, particularly respecting
the timing of their presentation te the Council of iditors. My own
approach to the problem was set forth in my letter of September 15
in a nutshell, to handle each PPS in the manner th&t BgenEs Hout Hpe
propri&ta in the indIVidUAI RaBR,

The PPS which we now call “Free Lxchange of Informstion and ldeas"
set forth a policy on whuich we are all generslly in agreement znd cne
which we have been following in Al broadeasts eéven in the sbsshoe of
any formal statement of policy. Since there apypeared to be no really
controversial clemente in this paper, I felt that aay changes we made
would be primarily in regard to form und that this FPS oould be handled
in & gouting manner'with early ocongideration st a Joint Policy Meeting.

. In ell likelihood, however, I should hava kept you better informed
on our reactions to the format of the ordginsl drafte There were sever-

al objections concarning the forw of the original papers

lo %e {that ia %o say, the Poliey advisery Board) did not like
the original title “Pesceful Coumpetition of Ideas". The conssnsus
was that the use of a term such as “peaceful competition” as well
as such terms in the originsl paper as 'peaceful coexistence",
“ravigionion” and the "Spirit of Caamp Javid" only tended to raise
the question of the sense in which we were using phrsses which
originated in Soviet propaganda. A8 pointed out in Mr. Jargeant's
remerandun of March 11, 1960, the uvse by the Soviet regime of
phrages of this type to advance ity own propaganda aims compromises
their use by us without adequate @ualificetions and explanation.
In this pavticular ocape, their use would force us to add quaiifi-
cations and expl&nutiena in srder to wmake olesr wh&t ws maants

2, We oconsidered the original dxaft toe long and too repetitives.
In the light of Hr. Sargeant's memorandum of Heptember 20, 1960
concarning the #1 Interim Guidance on The 15th General issenbly
Neeting, this ¥PO seemsd to lend itself particularly well to treat-
ment along the lines pointed out by him.
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Mro Geng Soein - 2 . Hovember 4, 1960

.3, In Hr.Sargeant's memoxsndum of September 20, his first
point led ue o leok especially closely et the objectives of

. the original draft of "Preo HSxchange of Information sad Idsazs®
ag received from you. Ve decided that all of the erdiginal
ehj@c%iV@a were move correctly methode and technlques of
treatmont.

in view of these objections to the original format, we changed
the title and shorténed the statement. The asssuspiions and objeetives
were stated 1n vary simple, general terms without altering the neaning
of the paper as a whole. The eriginal objectives were included among
the methods of treatment which we drafted on the basis of the. shortened
foxm of the assumptions and objeotives, The new form of this papsw,
vhich we are forwurding herowith, was presented to the Joint Meeting on
Hovember 3 and approved with only very minor revisions and with the
addition of one method of treatment.

All of this, including Hr. Sargeant's comments on the YN Genewral
issenbly Guidance, ties in with the agresment reached during his vieit
to Hunich in Pebrusry. It was agreed then, accordiag to my underastand-
ing, that we would use the short form of the PP3, i.e. a short, clear
cut stetoment of basie policy (assuuptions and information poliey cbject-
ives). 1In sddition, it was sgreed that there might be ocoasions when .

. . the bssic paper would be presented to the Council ef Editors either in
' revised form or not at alle 1in lieu of the dasio paper, the Council of
‘Editors might be conveked to cousider only the dut: ailed methed of
traatmwntu

Pleanse give me the banefit of your comments and sdvice so thet we
will be able to process Poliey FPoultien Stutements on the bost cone
aaivable working bhasis. :

%i#h'beﬁﬁ wishes to you, Bob and Helene,

Gincerely,

#dward Van Der Rheer

HV DR hde¥ ,
inclosures .
FF3 « Free nxehang@ of Infarmntion and Ldaae;
Kethods,
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