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April 17, 1967

Bagic Briefing en Three Key Programs
of the Radfo !.i.berty amittae

adio Libertys: mu Eiberty, Ltd. exists in London as a non~profit
compasy with drosd powers, In fact, its powers are so broad that it looks
as thouyz uﬁo Liba'ty, Ltd., with the sgresment of the British authovitfes,
is eapabie of e hgmrymdofpmgrmmmmtﬁbythmm -
. / Radfo Sibarty exists in Pavis a4 & Meabership Associstion

o Sututa af; 190%. It alse haa bresd powers, Klsevhere, Rudic
cotparste betng of it own but existe cnly as an element .of
o {fhe Radio Liberty Committes, lnc. in & Delnware

: éarpbuuoﬁ; m-{a\:oﬁt ander the ptomizg,o ,§ Y%Mrﬂ Corpevation
0e;

Tau of the State of Delaware. )mio Lib now exempt from Pederal
taxation under Section 501.¢.3 of the Int I Revenne Code of 1954, The
origiaa! exemption m mted April 8, 1952, This exemption iz graated to
tions. ..o¥ sed and opersted exclusively for veligfous, charitable,
«cun;uu, testing for public safety, litersry, craﬁucuim_ j putpoaes, ox
for the prevention of cruslty to children or animals, ...". (
#nd franchises enmbling Redio Liberty to broadeast from Spun Tind-poobaid
from the Federal Republic of Germany) are sgredments running apacifmuy
the Delasware Corpordticn and are net: uui.htueuy tranaferabla to any othut

entity, )

for the Study of the USSR: The Institute is & Gernsn
asajoying dc gaet_o reeomn: on as “an educational facility™ by
the luvarisn xinutxy of Bducation and Culture. Because of the composition

2.

of its Genoral Assanbly, the primary governdng body of the Instftute, there

is an internatianal sponsorship asscociated with the Institute. A number of
Western European schehn as woll as Anericaa are members of the Genexsl

. Assenbly.

Progyem: How in ite seventh yesr, the book pzogrm is duime
to p!&e Wecxam kem ‘4n the bands of the influentis) Soviet elite #nd {s

¢arried out from ten Western countries by & variety of organizatione t.hmugh

three major channels. Amerfcan participation has Lieen extremely important
aud has been carried out primarily through the International Advimory Council,

a profit-meking orgAnization. Participants in ‘the program include 3 number of
ieading Soviet area specialists in major eniversities of the Puited Btates.
They veceive no funds in sny way but asend books and per!.odicals of their owm
gatection to their professional opposite nunbers, friends, and acquaintances in
the U588 Some of them do this directly, ebtaining the books from the Innematioﬁ,
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Advisory Council, while others aupp&y t.ha pames snd addresses #nd uk
; the IAC te carry out the mailing for them. The most Smtmc:m

pomkuny the most effective part of the beok program is this kind of -
-parsonsl minng. the books are also diftributed by & program of regulasr
muma in which carefully chosen books #re maildd to the §ovietr vecipient
from appropriste Hestern organizations, but wbere personsl acquaintance boe
maa@mderaadthemipmt 18 not normally the case. Reguler
wnailing tekes place from the Unitad States s vni!. @9 from Western Ruropesn
countries, and - miaty -of orgaiisations perform this mailing, imeioding
bock clubs, Theve 1 a thivd channel of distributfon through pexsonsl
#tstribation of booka by Hesteyn Travelers to their Sovist centicts end to
Soviet citizens visiting the West.

* - - * _ *

Plac on, Contimeation of the program of the Institute doss not scem to
pment techaical problews. Relstions with Redio Liberty Comsittee, Znc.
could rather quickly snd essily bo modifisd to permit a different type of
mm for this Gexmsn corporation, naht:imshi?a with the Mniversity of

1 ma, now in thelr fifth yesr, do not preseat spparent problems since the
Inut&uu 19 net providing funds to the University of Oklahass in its sponsor-
ship of sither the dummer sessicn or the £all session for some forty Asmcicans
and Cansdians now drewn from avownd tweaty major universditics on the North
American continent. These prograns are spongored by the Baiversity of
Oklahioms, and the visit sade to the Soviet Unfon by the partic {pating students
18 under the auspices of the Comncil on Student Travel. In recent years,

88 will be the case in 1967, Pean Joha Erikeen of m&tveuityafok},ahm
plans to sccompany the students a5 the senior escort officer,

. ¥he buok progrém slso ¢sews to be relatively free of actusl technical. prrcbleml.
since the min apoutiml agency is established o3 & profit-making orgeniz-

- #tion ~« The Interaational Advisory Gouncil. 4ltheugh @ mest significant and
important pare of the program as now opeérated consists of mailings and hand~
mits by dmerican scholaxe to Sovist citizens, the p:mu conld be gperated

| successfully cutsdde of the Bnited Statss, Participaticn by Awerlcan eltisens
am actual sponsore of mailings could be elimineted, Fresent successful
prograus in Censds, England, Frasce, #nd Ltaly could be expanded, and smaller
programs in other Western Buropess mnﬁw could be given greatex suppaxn.

Aem&ing&y, it seems most iupnrmt to eoaeeaerate our eurrent attantion
on Radio Libexty.

‘sfu].ly and easﬂy. ?bia ml& give tmpomy advant&gaa u a..imtuting tha
necessity for filing verious types of reports now required o nom-profit, tax
eXempt, charitable and e&naat!.ml organizations. This would siso keep intact
the franchises and agreements which xun to Redie Biberty Committes, Ine. The
pzinnty digadvantage, however, would be that tt would be hard to demonstrate
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® yeu- ftm new ehne mutm of income to mueh a profit-making mmratten
ntisl encagh to constitste bons fide support, Commerclally
spmm bwsé@uu sould be Iaphactbh and unithkely ;aé najor dources
t:hm: could ba clained for suppor 1d be the sale of Radlo Liberty's research
‘anatyti I products and the mti.an of contracts with research groups '
nmentak swalas of the United ﬁutea or of other emtrtea.

n or Japansse,

CDHNTTT—"

States Tty mm ano ’taﬂ ﬁxm 3&&@1«:&“ anl:luty wm!.ée
the Un ates although it would have to maistaio & certsin amount oFf

' ._Zﬁa! mu %n the USA, such s @ bmradu for gathering news snd ewnms
E 'm; sventy of prime interest to ite iittentnx audience occurring at the
Ynited mtona or within the Pnited States. Two major difficulties are

Mﬁ L

:&. !‘he agreenentd and franchizes with em:riu ke Spain and the
Federal Republic of Gormany would lwmedfately require ratificarion
and cougent by the other contricting parvies since they could not
be trasferved to A new enttty located cuteide the USA,

- 8. B$ince Radio Liberty has been careful in developing ite paltcm notz
 to es&him: advisory besrds or participation in its pold
Pr ing by the nationals af other countries in which Radie Liberty
bas mmmd.ns or trensmitting operations, it would require & .
building up of some type of internaticesl participation im order
ta zf.w @ ﬁm £oundatlion and & plausible type of international

perfectly open way from :mrapriated fuudt throu@ auek & mmm ma.

in the opinton of chc President of the Radio Liberty Comsittee, hne ne effect
in lensening the confidsnce of the Sevist listener in Radte L ytq: broads
casts, The listener in the USER is et very ssasitive to dffferences betwoen
public snd private support and hes besn educated by his own medfa to feel
that ‘such privete institutions in the Tnited States &5 the Yord Poundation or
Jargs cerporations sre, in fact, the ruling eircles and the government of the
Dnited States. The difficulty to be anttcipated, hovever, would be the
reluctance of aésmehmi institutions and thelr spokesmen to have the same
public-private m fam providing funde for them and their interests end
programs and moci&timt a&s would stand in spousorship of what they would
raghvrd 80 “proph; *. . Ia more thin two postwar decades, Congreds has
demonatrated a arau &mittvxty to these views of the educators and the
churvhes snd the Prealdent of ELG at lesst, belfeves that thess pressuves
would be present stil) in the current sceae.

4. Support | - atity teal :
chgting, amr rw&cﬁng thu htamy of i:lu 1utamt£m1 kmdeucing
-'?madnt!oa propaui of 1946 {which was never -ectusily introduced as a bill
in the Congress beckuse of the opposttion of the lesding networks at that
ting) there does seem to be merit fn the dwelment of & draft propogel of
this kind for vather rapid étudy. This should be sjBarate from any similar
body established for the sppport of educational televdsion. It should clearly
exciude & gevcmmi entity such #s the Voice of Anerica, It should cusble
radtos iike Radfe Iiberty or Redie Free Europe to make an epen cése for
It should consider thé probable needs #nd

romsivomants of other Americén radia {rterests, uhether in the intemational
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£ield or in domestic educstionsl brmdmzm& thm: might mmt auum
smm

t tbu mzaifmraviwciadnftaf.-mha.ﬂmmlthts o
i_a&gb mt? moﬁthem

Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768154



%))

o

5

0

. o®
=)

F —+
@

-
=0

igital Archive Original Scan

Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 C06768154
Rough  1ft Number Three of 4/19/67

The National Council for Freedom of Information

Basic Premise: One of the basic human rights in the Twentieth Century

is the rigﬁt tolgggg. The United Nations General Assémbly; in adoptingvf
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on December 10, 1948, included
in this statement of principles a specific Article recognizing this.

Article 19. ~"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion

‘and expressionj this right includes freedom to hold

opinions without interferenée and to seek, receive agd

impert infofﬁatidn and ideas through any media gnd

regardless of ffontiers."

The United States voted in: favor of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, and supported the Covenant on Civil_and Political Rights when

the General Assembly unanimously adopted this Covenant on December.lG, 1966,
The Covenant.contéiné'essentially the same provision on freedom of informa-
tion as the Universal Declaration in its Article 19, and will become.
legally binding when 35 states have b;come parties,to.the agreement,

The United States is therefore publiciy on record in its support Of,
the right tovgggg. Actions taken by successive administrations have
shown this Aﬁeﬁican éonviction in a number of different ways. Through
ité participatién in the United Na£ioné and its specialized agencies
American governments have strongly supported programs designea to wipe“ogt
illiteracy, to éstablish technical means of communication in developing &

countries, to develop better schools and train teachers to man them, to

~

remove obstacles to communication across national boundaries. Within recent

.months the United States has ratified important conventions designed to make

easier the free flow of educational, scientific, and cultural materials

(the Beirut and Florence agreements).
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Official governmental voices such as the Voice of America have-
helped through ?heir.broadcasts to reduce the isolation from the rest bf
mankind suffered.by too many peopleé in the world. The oﬁe masg medium
today which cannof be cénsored or. controlled by a government whiech wishes
to deny its citizens' right to know is radio, coﬁmuﬁicatihg across national
boundaries. Radio Bfoadéasting has already proven its ability to enable
private citizens to speak directly to their counterparts living behind =
Iron or Bamboo Curtains. The Americaﬁ,quernment should now provide the
authqrizatidn and the means to continue such broadcasting to areas where
the‘éffectiveneés of the concept of peoples speaking to peoples has been
s0 clearly demonstrated, and to open_opportunities for similar private
broadcasts té‘other areas where it is in the interest of the'Americaﬁ
people to establish a true picture of the intentidns, hopes and.desires
of all of us who éeek "a shift from the narrow_concépt of coexistence to

the broader vision of peaceful engagement."
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