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Janmenn 5. 1974
@

Memorandum to Howland H. Sargeant

From: James Critchlow -

1 am enclosing the létter and memo megj;*m& from Dr. syiméra"
of the American Latvian Azscciation in the United States. As you will
see, it is a rather low~key and essentially friendly submission on he-

half of broadcasts in the Baltic languages by efther RFE or EL.

It is possible that Nick Syaradi may raise this matter when he
is here on January 22 in eeén".‘aaﬁian with hie génez'al interest in the
‘“ethnic" quéstion:. |

. Miss &aldbarg is calm{:mq the various background matexials

‘ﬁfms gbout Baltic broadcasts that we discussed

on previous desl
just before Chrisiumss. There have been some technical hitched, but
I hope to have the complete file later this wagk.

Je/1g

\
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BMERICAN LATVIAN ESSOCIATION

INTHE UNITED STATES, INC.
BUREAU OF INFORMATION o
1940 GARDEN CITY DRIVE, MONROEVILLE, PA. 15146
TELEPHONE (412) 373-0367

Decenber 28, 1970

Mr. Jamzs Critchlow, Dirsctor
Information Division

Radio Liberty Committes, Inc.
30 Zast L2nd Strzet :
Hew York, NJY. 10017

Dear Mr, Critchlow:
I thank you for ths oppor tunit
iscusgion with you during 3 1y
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background meterial and reasons f
I would be happy to send you any
nsz2d, We have baen din touch with

Anclosad is s morands
the nead of h'\ paltic «r
othar information mater

P
f

jage
the Litheenian and Zs ton en repraesontatives, urging them to pay you a visit.

I wish you a happy a

D1r 2C uor
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BUREAU OF INFORMATION )
: 940 GARDEN CITY DRIVE, MONROEVILLE, PA. 15146 )
- TELEPHONE (412) 373-0367
Dr. Ilgvirs J, Spilncrs, Dirsctor
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The Lal 5 haye paid dearly in blood in the dsfunsse of their countriss and continu:
‘to do so now, Today thzy ars better knomim in the Russian pol itical prison c:;»:-js and in
th2 undz2rground "azmocratic movamen L% in ths Soviet Union than in tha high cowmeils of
. the world po.u s whaere the talks in glowing teriis about the need for po ‘ruom.l frasaom
ars. gualified by discriminating decisions whzt people daserve personal fraodor and. z21fi-
detormination, That has wade many Balis, especially ths young psoplz undsr tha occupitlion
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un grican Latvian Assosiati in the Unitsd States, Inc.
d ES

on
Algrican L&BVth ASLOCIALION (aba) wnites oha active elament of Americans of
Latvian horitage through its two hundrad membar organizations, In its twenty yours of
A_atnnch, AL4A has prOuOb“d wzlfurs, good citizonship, deCdtLOH and cultwral 1ifo of
Anericans of Latvian heritage _ o
As long as Latvia is occupied by a foreign force, it has the additio
bility to inform thz world of the conditions in Latvia and , as much as p
give Laztvians dn thair occupiazd homszland wncsnsored nsws on happcnungs, C
.pelitical tronds and ddoas din the outside world, as well as in Latvia
Huch of tha infor tion.’ work of AL4 s currisd out through its
Latvian central organizations in tha count iriog of tne Froe JbrT
the Latvien Fres YWorld Fedsrat ; arfilisted «lso with the
Fetional Council snd the Lithvenien ims ican Cou 1cgl in the Joint B¢

nal rosponsi-

il

K3
~
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American supported radio b“oadc"v s to Aastorn Burop:z,
Al

Of =11 ths pzopls dn dastern furope wno ore tndzr the Russian communist ruls, the
Balts ( Lithusnians, E>ton3ano and Lluv1anu) ars the moct neglucied by imsrican supportud
4‘(‘

radio breadcasts. : :

, Besgides the Yoice of srica bfondcaet° which is thy official voice of tha. U
Govermasnt, the pno lﬁ in hlut‘rn Burope uno*r dir2cet or indirsct Rucsian cona
receive also broad adio Fres Zurop: or Radio Libarty. The labber o spe
in news and cos thc Lastern Duropean languages on happenings and troads in ths
commmist rulsd : nd the Soviet Union , but do not broadcact to Lithusnia,
Latvia and £Soonia° '

The naad for broadsasts to th: Baltic Statoes,
Jt is waell kno*h that Radio Froa:

.’ 9‘.1’] c-.“(J. ' ;

: arily for uhﬂ 21&
! orgd P'Zit“on of ARadio Frao ‘tﬂops carrics ont coma studizs of tho
in ths Baltic, “o'uu,r, Radio Libarby and Radio Free Buropw broadcists no
of ths thrss Brltic langeagss and have NP progravs wnich woudd to
Q - 51

which is

conditions

programs in any one
"|

of

made specific 111y for the Baltic audisncss. Thers is only an occasior
izvelopments in the Latvian, Zstonicn end Lithuanian political, econoiic and culiwrasl

1ife in th: Russian lenguage broadcasbs.
Ths off of th: Amsrican Latvian Association{ili) has to ansver nany ponetrating
5 are not only 2 result of on TLELONG

and angry Ques ns by its meanbirs. The g
Russian cowmuni cc'@uuﬂon of Lzbtvia but o a resuwlt of concarn ¢b04t,
thoi, double standsrds of nmorality and a lack of fair play in the aAmsrican
in the rost of the Fraue World. ' ' .
- Ths following 2rs som> sample q““stionc and arguments, --- " As Americur
We ars supporting Radio Frase uropv_and Raalo Liberty . Why their radio broide
no programs in the Latvisn langusge," --~ " The U,S. Govsrmuent doss not recog
Sorcaful ame=xation of tha Baltic States by the Sovizt Union. In 00mp1‘an Wit
Stote Departnant and Volce of America handle the Baltic affairs in thelir rospe
Baropezan, and not ths SO"ict3 gocvions, Why connot the private management of And:
Furopz show rat P ct for this policy and provide biroadcaste in thoe Baltic langusiges
addition to their present Polish, Czech, Slovak, Rumanian, Hungarian and Bulgarian
broadeasts?" -~ " Radio LiBarty has facilitics and pzrsomncel to broadezast in seventoin
languagesof the pzopls aund:r the Soviet rule. Vhy no Latvisn, Lithuanian snd Bstonian
broadcaste? Broadcasting Ly Radio Liberty in the throe Baltic languagss should not mz
that it is soms kind of recognition of the Baltic Statss as a part of th: Sovist Ugion.
The necoassary poljcy statzimants, discladmers and tcrm.nolo;y coald b~ ad to “:h: c‘“-r'
stsnd on this issus in agreement with th: U.S. policy." -

A Hith
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/ ‘Janusgy 5, 1971

. By, Ilgvars Spiiners
American Latvisn Asgoc. in the United States
Bureau of Infoxmetion
940 Garden City brive
Honyoeville, Pebnsylvanis 15146

Desar Dr. Spi lna’xés.:-

Thank you for your letter af Decesber 28. I believe that
£t is sn effedtive presentation of your case,

I am pasging the memormadum slong to my colleagues, and
we will be digcussdng it at length. ¢iven the various
problemn involived, dgoms of which you indicate in your
letter, I cannot promise a full e€arly respeiiée, but
will let you know &8 apon as I have scmething to report.

If in the meantime you ehonld be:visiting New York again
please do not hesitate to call me.

'rhank you for your Hew Years wishes which are warily
reciprocated. -

James Critehlow
Bireatar,
Information Division

Je/lg ,
bc: Messrs. Sargeant, Sosin, Tuck
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FREE EUROPE, L\!IC,

3, 2, @ml 1933

"V.[DMORANDUM

L R e x Date %’DAW\I Q \Ci‘” e e

“Tmor’ T THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE L | T

B DR Ce Reference : :

. From: . THE PRESIDENT WPD fw ¥ o ATTENTION:
lc’r')‘rqs“oL‘rnAT'Eb 'W'EEK‘LY PEPORT
: ,ADD’:NDA 7O VEE}’LY REPORT

g PROGPA‘/ CHA\IGCS MO‘ﬂHLY REPOST

'RFE NAILY REPORT -
| PESEARCH: ADVAICE ITEMS |
RESEARCH: PENDING LIST : 3

RFE NEWS 1TEMS ('"PESK.SPECI;\LS"'_) |
."R‘:E FUND NOTES TO FIELD STZ\FF E
'_ REPORT O VISITORS TO PFE - MUICH
FECTIVEZIZSS [TeMs |

POSITIVZ RIFERENCES _ o »
ATTACKS R Lo B TR

PSPD: MOMTHLY REPORT
CHIGHLIGHTS
N‘:WS SBULLETIMNS
CODI‘:S OF PlﬁLICATI'TIS

_H’\LASZ PCPC‘PT FROM ™ oW B
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AMERIK/\S L/—\T\/IEbU APVIENIBA S’W {\né;v\

- AMERICAN LATVIAN ASSOCIATION
in the United States lhe. - - ‘ ’) '

. SUITE 913 - SHOREHAM BUILDING ¢ 806 15TH STREET, N W
/ . WASHINGTON, D, C. 20005
TEL. DISTRICT 7-8064 )

Uldis Grava
122 Highwood Avenué
leonia, New Jersey 07605

January &, 1971

Mr.. W1111am P. Durkee, President
Free Europe, Inc,

2 ‘Park Avenue

“New York, New York 10016

Dear Mr, Durkee:

o
' I would like to thank you and Mr. Yarrow for taking- the time to
see Dr. Spilners and myself recently. In our discussions you mentioned that
you would find out the reasons as to why the Baltic people have been for so
long been excluded from Radio Free broadcasts. We would certainly appreciate
hearing from you on that point as well as to hear whether and how the long
standing policy might be changed. in ‘the future.

Dr. Ilgvars Spilners, the Director of our Inférmation Bireau, has
prepared a memorandum on.the subject which well expresses the feelings of the
Latvian community in the United States. We would apprecidte if you could
circulate the tnoughts of that statement to your Board members and others as
you see fit.

Yours sincerely,

i L ’/ P e
UldlS r‘rava
President

cc: Mr. B. Yarrow
Dr. I. Spilners

Approved for Release: 2019/09/25 CO6768156.
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imsricon Latvian Ascociation in the United Stotes, Inc.. o, e :
'1“«.!‘1*‘*“10"11 Letrion association (ALla) unitess the active elament of Americans of
zn- heritage through its t.fo hundr2d member organizations, In its twenty yezrs of

nca, ALA hes prosotad w2lfars, bood citizenship, education and uluw"’l 111“ of

= 'y
Americans of Latvian heritsge.
4s long 2s Latvia is occupizd by .a foreign force, it has the additional rcsponsz-
- . bility to inform thy w ~1d of the conditions in Latwia :md as nuech as possibla, to

~give Latvians' in their occupzzd nonzland uncensorced naus on hnppc vings, culvural Jlf‘

'-po]ﬂncf' ‘tronds and ddoss dn the outside world, as wall as in Labtvia,
Much of tha infors tation work of ALA is carrisd oub tn“o wgh dts effiliation with oo’h«v-
Letvian cantral or 5(.111.4.&"011” _m thy cow ntrizg of ths Froo World under the auspicss of
‘the Iatvian Fras World Fodora L is affilistoed alu with ths Zstonian Amaricon y
Habvional- Couneil snd thel:‘tm nian Air merican JSouncil in the Joint Baltic Amoricin Committos

Amarican s omws:d r"dlo u"o il ae.tu to Zastorn Buropa. , :
Of all thz puopls gastern durop:s who ars undzr ths Ruegsian cosziunist ruls, the
‘Balts ( Eztnuan;z.ne, Bgponiens and Latvians) ara th: moct nisgluocbed by American ouu orisd
radio broa ac"‘ts. ) S ' '
' Besides the Voice pl Amsrica brO'ldcasts, W
Govz 1‘1L.._,no, thz peopls in Zastern J,uropn undar Aussian comunist rala
receive also broadeasts' over 'R"d‘o Fres 5 v*og'* or Radio Likarty. The lattzr two },*cw.,lme
in nawe ond comucntory :m the dastoern Buropean lznguages on happonings and tronds dn fhe
comnmist rulad Zastern 15‘31‘01)‘ an_d the So"ﬁ et Unmn , but do not broadcast lo Lithuenia,
Iatvia and ﬁ.sta..._a. ’ '

is well knowm that Roedio Froo Zwrops and Radio Liberty have lis
Baltic, Thz -Baltic p2eople can hear over Radio Liberty the Russizn le.ngu.o:-.
which navs been programsed primarily for the Russian aud S5 S
which-is the parent organization of Aadio Freo Huropr, carries
conditions in ths Baliic. lowevar, Ridio Libarty and Radi 2

Ths nacd for br omca:tu to th: Ba 1mc Sta‘u\:s.

N
n@ programg which would bé
c

prOfr-n’; in any ons of thz thrss Baltic langlagss and havs X '
madz °1"‘”3..‘.7C—»llj for the Baliic ’ud*'encea. There is only @n occasional muntion of
puznts in the Latvian, Zctonicn and Lithuanian political, econowic & wd o
nts in the Lat set d Lithuanian 'L'n”cl econowic and cud bursd

1life in th: Russian language broadcasbs. .
Thy officers of the Amorican Latvian is ssociation(il4) hag Yo enswer nony ponstreting
and angry questions by its mambars. The que »tlonu are not only a result .of an outrigcous
Russian comawnist occu_p“tv on of Latvia but zlso a resullt of concurn zbout, whot scens to
- tham, double standurds of mor:lity and a lack of fair play in the American scciety and
in the rest of th: Fras World. S o
The following are soms 5@401" questions ond arguments, --~ " A5 American citizans
~We ars supporting’ "“dvo Free Buropc and Radio Liberty - Why their r?cio troadcusts give
no programs in the Latvian lcm{_,uh.b\,.'_‘ mee " The U.S. Govzramant doss not ro cogmza ths

. forceful amnexation of the Baltic States by the Soviet Union. In compliancs s rith this, tho
- State Departmsnt and Voice of america handlz thy Boltic affairs in their respective
. Ruropean, and not the Sovigt, soctions. Way cannot the pri vate managen: £ Radio Free
Burops show raespact for this policy arid provides broadcasts in tho Balt_Lc longusges , in
ian

addition to thuir present Polish, Czach, Slovak, Ruwaanian, Hungarian and Dulgar

broadcasts?" ——~ " Radio Libarty has fecilitiss and personncl to broadeast in seyentzon
languagesof ths paopls undar ths Soviet rule. iy no Latvian, Lithusnian and Estonian
broadcasts? Bro“aeo.,tmg by Radio: wat rty in the thres T‘:’Luc languages should not mean
that it is somz kind of racognition of * the Baltic Statss as a part of the Soviat Upion,

maxe cloar

The nocsa

[y
ssary policy s tmtﬁ mts, di c1 cimers and terminology could bz used to
stand on this

s
igsuz in agreo r.mnt vith the U. S.- po__hc_y","
. . pTRY]

R
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BUREAU OF INFORMATION —
940 CA‘\D EN CITY DRIVE, MONROLVILLE, PA. 15145
TELEPHONE (412) 373-0367
. ‘December 28, 1970

_ .
Duar ¥r, Cri ,Lculo"-
el oY 1 - '(‘ . 2 ’ . 'l o 4!‘ "
I thank you Tor re otz Lo havae f anG informative
discu on with 3 ie3t Lo your orfd in Wow York.,
a5 would wileo nportind tv
I,_.\;‘.'i“ ovEr
anc ;‘-‘j V;::
ha
oth
tha i and uthl’l
et e e et e st
1 wish you a happy and succesful New Yéort '
J

T Sincer 1y yowu,/ 7

‘ \ | S Ny |
I ' .. . - Dr. lf'!.u rs Spilners
. ‘ Director
Y St : .
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| _ ' N ) '3 December 1970

Mr. Uldis Grava, Presidént
American Latvian Agsociation
Suite 913

i Shoreham Building

806 15th Street, N, W.
Waunm"ton, D.C, 205805

%Dear Mr, Grava:
| ‘ Thank you for your letier of November 12. I would be
| very pleased to'see you and Dr, Spilners and hear abount your.

L&

‘ - -work. I suggest that you ‘celepho'le me and propose a time that

-would be convenient to you both

I should zay in advance, however, that w 1i1e I fully share
- your concern that Latvians undez occupation should have access
to news ahd ana’ysis of world and local events, Radio Free Kurope .-
is facing incr 1sing difficulty in meeting its obligations to the peopl
of its five audience countries with the facilities available, in the
face of J'amrn g and-increasing competition from other broadcaster
~and could not r eahot;cally undertale any new co;n”mtmems.

o

n

]

I look forward to tbe pleasure of talking with yonin the
near future, ' ' -

Since rely' yours,

FJ

William P. Durkee

Vi PR/ il
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