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POLICY FOS!~ION 3TAWEMEW1' 

FREE EXCHANGE- OF IN.FORMATJON AND IDEAS 

Assumptions 

The r~:t.axation of internal tensions in the Sovi•t Union dm>·ing tile 
post-Stalin period was weJ.oomed. by the Soviet population ae a.sign ot 
continued improvement& at holll$. A. leasEJning of tensions a.broad was 
Viewed ~8 a promise Of f'ulfillont ot the :poopl~ts Gt1l0llff desire for 
peaoe and 1ri.crea.eeHi. oontaots with· the outsid& worl<!i<. Subsequent 4•v•~P­
menta save Soviet oiti:f.t)n& a f'@Eil~. ot groater l.lltitude and- p'l~a~l 
s•ourit;Y' 1n conta¢ts with tlle nan .. Coi111!1WU.1Jt world a• reflected in t•ir 
lietenins to.foreign rad.:10 broadcasts, aoce•o to to.reign literatu.re, 
direQt a.eaooiat1on with western :t;.,ur:l.ats, tuld, to q. very limitedellttent, 
travel a.broad. In opite 0£ recent a.f'!orts by tbe Soviet g0veZ'Dalent to 
.oenvinoe tham of the necessity for rev&raal ot th~se trends, it is p~'ba\)le 
th.Qt thinkins Soviet citizens resent taol'e than·ev~i- tb~oontinued existence 
o( ceneorship1 travel reatriotions, jWGming ot radio broadcasts and e>ther 
barriers between themsel'V'ea f~nd th.e outoide world. 

, .. Whil~,. ~rofessins ~th in the invincibility ~ Jl&rxia.;.Leniniam. 
Soviet laa••ra at th& a11me time undersoore their own laok of faith by 
frantic ~.fto:,:t~ to e1clude ideas which they apparently fear Qould .subvert 
a c.itizenry subj$ot1l'o the most intensive iadootri:.nation in hiatory. 
In contrast to tllie attitude, Radio Libert~ believes that a pnu.ine J.i.st.. 
tng peaoe oa.n be achieved. onl1' b1 inarea!led oontaot a.nd mutual under•ta.nd.• 
ing among pec>ple a ot differing social, poli tioa.l, eoonomtc and ide.olol:fical . 
systems. Radio Liberty .fu.rther believes that the SoViet re-giiae•s e1'terta 
tp ma.i:ntain barriers against the passage of intonation ~nd ideas are an 
adraiseion.of fear of the consequence& for perp$tuati<:>n of the regime 
ax-iaing f'rom such free exchanges'• 

. Objectives 

To persuade Soviet lietenera of' the vital importance o! a free •:it• 
change of in!oniation and ideas throlighout the world, includiq the Soviet 
Union~ In persua.ding Soviet citizens of the importanott of this, llad.io 
Lib~rty eeeks to encourage the people of the Soviet Union to 'bring 1ndirec11 
pressure 'to bear on the regime for a relaxation o! qontrol over intorm&tten 
and idea.sot 
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