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16 May 19,58 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: The President, AmComLib 

A TTEN'l'ION: 

SUBJECT: 

Special Projects Of.fleer 

Mailing Books to the USSR 

1. The Free Europe Press (CFE) has 'been engaged for some ti:ole 
in a book mailing operation which we have reason to believe bas been 
quite e.ffeetive. The Preas has stringers located in various European 
cities an:i the U.S. who keep in touch with local publishing houses. When 
books appropriate tor distribution in the communist bloc a.re publ1$hed, 
the Press stringer requests the publiaher to mail copies to selected · 
addressees in the s?.tellites 1n the publisher's mm wrapper a.nd to 
f'orward to F.E.P. any correspoooence which ensues. The books selected 
have been of varied nature, usually describing democratic processes 1n 
an irdirect fashion, and are non-inflatmnatory. Recently this type of 
operation was extended to the Baltic states and its success there has 
raised the question of its extension into the USSR. In one case, for 
instance, a Swedish publisher issued a brief book of Latvian folk songs. 
When the book W-"5 mailed to addresses 1n Latvia, a letter was sent to the 
publisher from a group or Latvian wmen oerisors through whose hands it bad 
passed~ requesting additional copies for their own. use. 

2. We would appreciate your views on the possible extension of 
such an operation into the USSR, including your ideas on what types of 
books (in what languages) and to what·typt,s of addressees. 

STAN WARD 
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