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~oing over ground already covered at the January 
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decision~ 
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in the eleet:ion be ·oo,sed on t he ;.:;; l oga.ns Stop ::1"'U:ts--. : Stop Trident: Don• t vote 
for World Wa.r Tri.ree .. 6 '? 'I'he r at:i.onale for this :recommendation is expla:inell in 

the A px-i1 issue: of Camp::1...ign., 

2. Will the NC recon,me-ncl to Region,. ~ ,~ c:· 1,b- r egions and l ocal gr($J:ps that~ as well 
as car .. eying out t he prei:ara tions for the electi on outlirH::;d in the April issue 

of Cc-:!!~:1:..~ii t.hey consider concen.t:cating their efforts .9-!~~~~]~::~0!! 
_£a,.El~~gr~..J.: .~ .. E~ elf on ma:eginaJ constituencies? . 

This may seem a simple and obvious pol.:Ley • .But the d.efiniti.on of 'marginal• 
constituenc i e s r a ises comp.le:x issues of both a techn ical and a political nature .. 
The technicaJ. issues w.l.11 (hopefully) be dealt with i n a f·1irthe.r 1aper to be 

presented a t the Council i t.s.c l f . The r;olit ical isf3Ues a :c'i.?. discussed belo·w. 

It is not CNIY s policy to advise people who to vote for. But we do expect 
to have sorne effect on how ooo·ple vote,. and how exactly we intervene wi11 be 

influ.enced by what we expec -r, to a chieve .. 

1'1 or many camps.igners the issue is sim1;le " With u t ci.ctually saying so, our 
intervention should be designed to l:v:ios t the Labour candidate. This follows 
from the fact that both the ps.rty 1 2.nd mos t of i te ... can:i.i.d.a.tes t are l~r.gaJy 
committed. t o our cause. In those constituencies where the choice is effectively 
between Conservative and. L c~ , b cn 1r ( beca.use the Alliance c ~ i ndida te is running a 
poor third) there is 1i ttlE: :reas on. to d:h :;.sent from this :position" (ENen so 
there remains a problem where La'bou:c can.dida:tes a.re not unila tera..lists t or 

are even pro-c:ruise.) 

But there i'4·ill also be a, s i:zea b1e number of constituenci es where the 
effective c hoice is not betw·een I..a.bour ; ~n d Conservativet bl..1.t between All.:.a.nce 

? 

a:nd Conservative. Where the Alliance ca 'iidida te is a Liberal prepired to 

1 
. h . l l ' ' ., ., • t ' . 1 ] 1' • d t px-oc .a.im .:1s or ne:r u.r1cono.::.t.1ona._t op:posi 1on t o cru:1Be as we ....... as ·_r1. en- ll 

then t:he v:i.etory- of that candidate over the Tory would also be a victor.f for 

CMD' I::' e·to.ru + }. on 'T"'l.r> ""\.l.l. (' y - a ;::- C!l1 ffi :\ ...... , {.i" 1'-.·h'' :::.t Nr e· r1 ...::! o;·~c::.e ~ ,..., .... i.'; n+ 1 a bO'"'E' _l, 1 .. °) - '-"~ V~ .,._ J. ..t:"'-' ., ~ r,,_.) 1;..,1 •"<•w l~.~bo-_l .t.t::') Y J. ~ V · A t.i. _ ... k-A ...,. ,.. J::''"'"" \.J .,.s V •" <• 

CND t 
. . ' -1- •. ).. • l 1 d ., k ., . . .. . _ . groups opera .· ing J_n s ucn cons ·v1-t,uenc l.es snou. . oe a:s ea. t.o cons:1a.er 

the full irnplia tions of saying to the electorate !!2.1 "vote as a.nti·-nuclear as 
you cant ( whic.h could mean. voting for a Com111unis t , E;co1ogist or IJa.bour candida,te 
with no chance of success) r but ' vote to stop cruise and Trident' (which could 
mean voting fo:r an anti-c:r11:i"Se"Li he:.cal. who did not support CND' s other policies_, 
rathe:r than fo r a unilate-ralist Lar.>our candid.ate~ because the Liberal had the 

be ·t" tbr ch-a r ~ .p C'\'f a.·- f:~~r 0 a.t .. 1• nu t'h 0 rT!10..,,,'"'l' ) Bv l:O'" '"'"I\ ·t"l>"'(.'t + i ~1 r..~ POTI16· •"•f ; tq a tten·· t. -ion *"' ~~ t... ... r..lt....;'4 · ·· .... "':.. \.J .• · t~ ,.;..t .... - . . J .... J . ., ~t.t) ~ . .i-.,\, Jl ... ~ ..... ~ . .1.. IGl.~V ....... .t . b 0 4 '1. "' U ...,,, i....J " -....J-

on such. C o n~ :e rv-a tive /Ji. ( lberecJ. ma.:cginals CND might ma.k1
·, the d iffer en~e between 

a renewed 1rhatcher ma jority a nd a hung Parliament i n which it was impossible 
to form a government ca pabl e of going ahead with c:ctd.SP o:r Trident ., 

J If + 1'-1· r. ~ abO'' P i<'.: V4 _., V •.._ 
Rirliamentary and Elec+J.ons Committee should be 

.;nt:::truc,.t. ,..., ,..1 .. 
.l.. Q • . L1v t...:. ~ 

a) to help He 1:~; ions id .:-Jnti :f'y the margina.1 conf::i::.i tuencies in their areas 

b) to ensure c i rcu1at.J .. on of. ,good ideas about how best to :intervene in 

such margina.1 seats 

c) toff81~~f~n t m.a ... eria.ls ·- e ~g ~ a nation(.J,_ 1ly :produced leaflet m·ging 
people t o use th0,·1 · votes to stop cruise 1 Trident and World War 
Three . Suen a J,c:3a:t :~ ·'::J:t s~ .ou1d not b:!'.:'eo.ch electoral law by menticr:ing 
particu1ar 11arties or candidates .. EN·e-"o:f-poll distribution of 
such tt 1ea.fle t in key marg.:i.na1.s should ·be within ·t,he capsi .. city of 

CND Regions o:r: su 1. )- · :cegionf~. 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan


