
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

January 17, 1963
Minute of Understanding [between President

Kennedy and Prime Minister Fanfani]

Citation:

"Minute of Understanding [between President Kennedy and Prime Minister Fanfani]",
January 17, 1963, Wilson Center Digital Archive, John F. Kennedy Library, National
Security Files, box 122, Italy: Subjects, Fanfani Visit, 1/17/63, Minute of Understanding.
Contributed by Bill Burr and Leopoldo Nuti.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/300391

Summary:

The two leaders signed off on a “minute of understanding” expressing their
understanding on the MLF, replacement of Jupiters with Polaris by April 1, the
substitution of Sergeant for Corporal missiles, and the possibility of using the Jupiters for
“space experiments.” In accordance with Fanfani’s request, the minute was retyped to
leave out the reference to bases in the Mediterranean.
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EYES ONLY lan\UU'f 17, 1973 

MINUTE OF tfNDn\STAND!NO 

Th~ 1ollC1Wlng minute embodtoe the understanding reached by 
President Kennedy and Prlrn• Mtnbt•l' F•nfant on Thuraday, 
Januuy 17. 196>: 

1. The Presld•nt and the Prttne Mtntatar ba'" agreed on 
the tmponance ot eatAblb!dna & .mu1tilat•r*1 NATO nuclur lonte. 
It '8 their belief that Italy eh()Uid partlclpet• f.n lhle toH• and that 
lo. pamculu ftaly •hc>uld k • membo~ of the NATO committee 
•hleh lt la u~ted w!U bG tormed tor dewtopma th• plane to~ 
s~h a fo:rce aad fol' m.anagtna lb duectloa when eetahllehe4. 

a. tu anUelpatton ot thia multilateral ctefenae fotce, the 
United Statea will make available Polal'il subm..arlnea to tnsur• 
mo4ernt11ed nuclear def ens• of the Mediterr•ean area ot the 
alliance . Tbeee Polarte eubm&rlus wiU bft on 11ta.Hon by .Aprill . 

) • In the light ot theae art"angementa, Prime Mlnteter 
Fan.fan! wUl propoaw to hia Oov•t'nment U.t tht pre&ent Jupiter 
mhaUe baeea ln Italy be eUmtaated by ApttU .t. 

• · f he Preetdent tn t.u.rn ca.a~eod to the t"ep-lacement ol 
•xlattna Gupo•al ~h•dle• by S.atee"t mt••Uee. 

5. ltalhm technical pereonn.t a.n4 epeetally t...-ataed troop• 
presently woJ:Jdns at mia•U• ba.•e• ta l«&lf wUl ehue ta ••Wna 
u.p new facUitle1 for Sergeant m.tssUe•. 

6. To the extent that lt ii prutle•ble, 11\Plt•• mlaelle• wUl 
be ueed for peaceful apace experbneatil wll•reve,. ttil• caa be · 
moat eaectt"lY d-.e. 
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January 17, 196 3 

The following minute embodies the understanding reached by 
President Kennedy and Prime Minister Fan.fan! on Thursday. 
January 17, 1963: 

1. The President and the Prime Minister have agreed on 
the importance o! establishing a multilateral NATO nuclear force . 
It is their belie! that Italy should participate in this force and that 
in particular Italy ohould be a member of the NATO committee 
which it is expected will be formed for developing the plans for 
such a force and for managing its direction when established. 

a. In anticipation of this multilateral defellSe force. the 
United States v.111 make available Polaris submarines to insure 
modernized nuclear defense of the Mediterranean area of the alliance. 
Tbese Polaris subm alines will be on sta tion by April l~~U. .. Qa. 

"" base.! kl·~•Mediee~~ttmr'ini~&~ 

3. In the light of these arrangements , Prime Minister Fan!ani 
will propose to bis Government that the present Jupiter m issUe 
bases in Italy be eliminated by April l. 

4. The. President in turn agreed to the l"eplacement of existing 
Corporal missiles by Sergeant missiles. 

5. Italian technical personnel and specially trained troops 
presently working at missile bases in Italy will share in setting up 
new facilities for Sergeant missiles. 

6. To the extent that it is practicable, lupitei- missiles will be 
used for peaceful space experiments wherever this can be most 
effectively done. 
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