
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

January 18, 1963
Department of State Telegram 1250 to the American

Embassy Rome

Citation:

"Department of State Telegram 1250 to the American Embassy Rome", January 18,
1963, Wilson Center Digital Archive, National Archives and Records Administration,
Record Group 84, Rome Embassy Classified General Records 1946-1964, Box 125, 430.2
Submarines Polaris etc. 1962-1964. Contributed by Bill Burr and Leopoldo Nuti.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/300395

Summary:

This message, intended “only” for Ambassador Reinhardt, included information for use
in backgrounders for officials and journalists, but only with the Department’s consent. It
included comparisons of the Jupiter and Polaris missiles, a brief discussion of possible
targeting arrangements for Polaris, and the possible timing of the introduction of Polaris
and the phase out of Jupiter missiles.&nbsp; One point concerned “Equating of Italy and
Turkey with Cuba.” U.S. officials were advised to make no comment on the matter, but if
raised, officials should observe that when the Soviets equated missiles in Cuba with
Jupiters in Italy and Turkey “we absolutely refused accept any such comparison or deal.”
A version of these points would soon go to Fanfani’s foreign policy adviser, Carlo
Marchiori.
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You 111 receive separate instruction regarding use of following rn terial on 
background basis . In view of sensitivity this subject this tclegr should not 
be distributed within Embassy at tbiG time and subject should not be discussed 
with local officials or press. Certain speculative arti cl es have already 
appeared in press referring to Jupiter mo<lernizat.!on. Should further articles 
come to our attention, or should official or press inquiries be received b 
Embassy, you should advise Depa:: · nt by telegram. 

FJ t er1al that may be drmm upon on an uncl if1 d b sis. '• en 
specific authoriz t1on is reoeiv # ! ~ fol o ~ : 

nak s de::iirable 
n ure lianc h s vni able 
y question hns aris n .h th r, 
is missile sub:narin would 

Vulnerability. Polnris submarinG eysten ult! h ~ very high prob b111 y of 
surv vent of sudden nucl or t okll much hi.sher than "sort" and 
stationery Jupiter. 

Power0 Introduction of modem Polaris apon system and phnsing out of 
obsol ete Jupiter Missiles would create better military posture for NATO 
Mediterraean 1n accordance With policy of continuous introduction of more 
modem weapons into arsenal of alliance. These missiles in add1 tion 
being better protected are more accurate. 

Ggntrol and~ It 1s proposed that Polaris submarines in flediteranean be 
ais!hiea me~ force could be under his operational control in peacetime. 
Suah assignment could be considered as 8."'l interim arrangement looking toward mi 

eventu&l NATO mul tilaterc.l force 1i th participation by those oo , ers of NATO 
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that wished do so. Polar1a m1ss1lt s would be targeted by SACBIJR. "1th i:talian 
and '.l'urk1eh participation. among othGrs. 

Pre :l disouss S..ons and Um1ng. Wt.1le Polari s misoiles can be on station by 
April 1 1ntroduct1an of Polaris uyr tem and phasing out ot obsolete JuRi.tor 

\ 

mtpailea i s subJeg1; of ..dJ.e01ms1orw DO)l hft1 nj liild s eparatel¥ with it iun 
~ and Tu.rk1sh ulvemment Diaouss1(n also cover introduction of other 

adCl1ti&i31 em weapons into It£'11an and Turkiah components of NATO ln 
very near future . No speo1ficat1.or nature of quantity such other addi·t:.onal 
weapons can be given. 

Observations on obsolescence. In 1957 open decision was made install ,Jlipiter 
1 es tben along 'Tb.or were only strategic ballistic missiles NIL'IO 

had ~ ~ f or operation. With rtpid advances :in technology and aooel e;~.ted 

growth ot missile f orces the7 have been superseded by more modem weapor~ Mhich 
Sl'8 less vulnerable to attack. Ae early as April 1961 eventual obsolencence 
of JUpiter system was first coumented on in discussions bett.-een Turkish and 
United States officials. In 1963 nlld>er of operational strategic ballitt1c 
m1saUes in alliance will nearly <lo.tble. 

Notewo~features ot Polaris: (a) mobility which greatly reduces 
Vfilriera6ll :y tO enemrattack; (b) aol1d propellant 1dl1ch means that 16 missiles 
can be tired 1n 16 minutes from e ~ 1 submarine bereas liquid- fueled J~iter 
requires cona1derable time lag betw!en decision end firing; ( c) accuraoy which 
is mah greater than Jupiter. 

~inS ot I~ and TurkOl with Ciba. No comment should be volunteered on 
tfi18 i)Ofiit. raised ~ Oilltng observat1oaa are pertinent: (a) itlhen 
Soviets in oourse ot CUban oriaia •~tu;> ted equate JUpiter in Italy and l'urkey 
with Soviet m188Uea in CUba we rea>onded tla~ and publicly that we absolutely 
refused acoept any such oocpar1son :>r d al; our position was e.nd remains Just 
that; (b) obvious obJootive of tba repla t · ot obsolete Jupiters by mdem 
Polar1a systeme 1a to improve nuol .ir d torrent tore of NATO 1n Mediterranean 
uh1ch ia quite OPPoS1te ot Soviet we ot removing its entire nuclear striking 
force bom CUba; ( o) United Stat .s !1ret raised question obsolescence April 
1961 long before CUba. 

Eun+a111 ~ gU m' t!tamlaall lS. ~ost1cn _,- be asked whether Jupiters 
u. to be to Unt st&'t'ls When they are phased out. Response should 
be that• AN not Jet .-re ot 1nttmt1ao of tbe Governments ot Italy anfl'urkey 
1n tb1a regard. Intonation on olw'a01ier18Uca ot .Jupiter and Polarts 
mSuS.1• beiDg p00oW. 
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