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Summary:

Responding to the State Department proposal for a memorandum to NATO on the
Jupiter/Polaris arrangements, Ambassador Thomas Finletter writes that Italian officials
suggested that government approval would be expedited if the draft were “altered to
become a United States memorandum” in which the Italian and Turkish representatives
“simply concur.” When Finletter suggested that the proposal was not workable, the
Italians responded that their government would “accept present text.” NATO Secretary
General Dirk Stikker did not see any serious problem, even if the substitution of Polaris
for Jupiters caused “some reduction in target coverage.” Stikker asked that the U.S.
“squash [the] rumor” that Polaris would be based at Rota, Spain (which was in fact the
U.S. objective).

It is not clear exactly when the North Atlantic Council received this memorandum, but it

may have been on February 22, 1963, the preferred date, from the State Department’s
perspective, for avoiding delays in the removal of the Jupiters.
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Copies texts proposed memoranda for NAC a tion Polaris
INFO: for Jupiters given Turkish and Italian delegatiqis i request endeavor
RU obtain agreement early next week.
AMB X
MIN In order to save time and trouble for staff,hgpe, Turkish delegation requested
POL-2 we ask American Embassy Ankara to pass text -eypmndum to Turkish Foreign Office
MAAG-2 soonest for possible comments. f
LSN-2 l( wie>
EC Italian delegation stated government approval Would be requ and would be
usis sought immediately. Requested text be passed by American Embassy Rome both
POLIT Fornari of Foreign Office and Marchiori in Presidency of Council sinoce latter
ADMIN has dealt with this matter on behalf Prime Minister. Italians suggested speedy
ATTS action by their government might be facilitated if memorandum could be altered

USRO/RSO  to become United States memorandum in which Italian and Turkish perm reps would
simply concur. We pointed out notif'ication consern force contributions of all
18/ jm three countries and thus difficulties would arise If such alteration sttempted.
Italian then expressed opinion that in view past discussion this mastter it should
be possible his government sccept present text. i
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