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Summary:

Secretary of Defense Gates, Acting-Secretary of State Dillon and the Atomic Energy
Commissions' McCone discuss nuclear sharing with France. The French had offered full
cooperation and participation in NATO in return for US Polaris submarine-launched
missiles (without warhead).
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DATE: august 24, 1960

SUBJECT:  juclear Sharing

PARTICIPANTS: Department of lLefense Atozic Ene Cormission
Secretary ates . kctons
Admiral Stearbixrd
' pepartment of State :
Act Secretary Dillon

ir. Smith
COPIES TO:
- The Secretary S/AE - Mr. Farley
Mr, Merchant EUR - Mr. Kohler

S/P - Mr. Smith

Secretary Gates aaid that the Joint Cldels had soxwe
woeks ago sent him a paper taking u fima line that vwe should
change present S policy agsinst muclour weapons sharing with
selected allles. Thereupon, Secrstary Gates had instructed
his people to prepare a paper proposing e reversal of policy
for the purpose of gettinz a clear focus on the issue.

. Ho mentlonsd the recent vialt of General besufre who

had indicated that Gensral de Caulle would offer full coopoura=
tion to HATO if the United States would supply irance with
soms PCLAKIS missiles without warheads. General Beaufra's
theails was that oll Cemersl de vaulle wanted was te be ina
position wheraby he could offer his misslles to UATC.

Secretary Gates tnen spoke ol thie intensc fesling that
Seneral lorstad nad in opposition to nuclour sunaring with the
Frenche GSocretary Gates gaid that General Horstad's conversation
with him . . shook him und thereafter he had asked his people

to prepare
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to prepare the paper in & way that would show no sharp aplits
with the Department of State position. He 4id not want to
have & row with State. )

o . Secretary Gates feels that ths present paper reflects

~ 1ittle or no difference between State and Defense. ¥Nr. McCone
and Mr. Ddllon pointed cut that there seemed to ds & flat
éifference in that the Jefense langusge states that there is
& need for the Praaldext to have suthority to transfer miclear
weapons to selected allioa. The State and AEC language says
there is no nsed. ,

i , Secretary Gates then talksd about the pusimit:

| interpreting ths present law by making a inding that the

| French had made substential progress and thus permitting
naclsar sharing without legislaticne. Nr. D4llon asked Sesretary
i Gates 1f he had in mind actually transferring molear warheads
] to ths Prench. Secrestary Gates said he did not knowseperhaps
the twoekey arrangement for the missiles would be enough.

There was then some dlscussion of General Beaufre's

| visit. Be sald that he would return shortly after Labor Iay,

after having taken up the matier with General de Gaulle.

dre. Smith pointed out that all the evidence we had was contrary

: to the General Beaufre theory that General de Gaulls would offer

? full cooperation t¢e HATO in return for such & smell conaideration.
Secretary Gates sald that Genoral Deaufre had told him that the
French would be willing to let the US keep custody of the
warheads, ¥r. D2illon pointed out his belief that the French
in any event would want to keep national contrcl over some
ballistic missiles if we made them avallablse.

Secretary Cates pointed out General Norstad's idea of
having a recapture clsasuss in a possible program for making
submarines avallable to NATO countriea. Undsr thia, if the
suba wore no longer allocated to SACEULK, the US could recapture

thenme

There was some discussion about the posslibllity of stepping
up the POLARIS submarine rate so that Ceneral Horstad's {nitial

MRBM requirement could bs ret in this way. Mr. HcCons sald
that Admirals Rickover and Rayburn had gotten together and 1t
vas kr. ¥cCone's bellel that we could get five more subs by

1963 if we wanted to.
Kre Smith
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Eye Smith pointed oubt’that ire Bowie'ls study was going
to propose a mltilateral water-bdorne misalle foixke and that
General Norstad and Mr. Bowle were going to meet with the
Preglident early 1ln Septembers Sscretary Gates asked if he
could heve & sopy of tha Bowle report. Ur. Dillon said it -
hed not yet been receiveds

Mr. ¥cCone poluted sut that asharing weapons with the
French had profound impllications since it would raiss the
pressures from fthe Germans. The Chinese would press the
Russians, as would tho Easgt Uermans. IL miclear sharing is
necessary, he inclines toward a mmltilaterul rather than a

bilateral.arrangemont. ‘

Hrs Dillon sald that he had bsen atruck by Gensral NHorsted'’s
argument that 1t would be bad policy o roward General de Gaulle
by miclear sharing with him after his continuous non=ceopsration
with HATO. Hr. Dillon went on to say that the circumstancea
would be different If Gereral de (aulls made & proposition to
the United States.

It was. noted that General Horstad was urging the US Govern- o
- mant to bring pressure on the NHorth atlantic Councll to take
up the HRBY matter in Septomber.

¥re. Dillon stated that hs preferred tho Defense language
to that of the AEC/State for paragzroph B of the cormittee
report of August 23. Hr. McCone concurred.

In regard to submarine cooperation, ¥r. 2illon polnted
out that he did not think there wes any imsue of substance -
betwesn the agencles, but ho wanted to avoid any language that
would suggest we would atart the negotiationswith the Iutch
and {hen give the Jolnt Commlttec some opportunity to hold up
the negotiatiomuniil thay bad a further chance to intervona.
It was tho consennus that we should establish with the Tuteh’
at the start whether or not they agreed to the two-yesar delay

! clause. Mr. Dillon folfi that the AXC formulation would permit
oo the Joint Committee to hold up the nogotiations until Januarye.

¥r. McCons sald he felt that the two=yoar daelay would
not suit the Dutche They want to get as much information as
soon ag posslble for use in thelr own posacoful uses programs
i and for component manufacbure in Holland.

Hr. dcCone
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- matter and Secretary Gates listed the arguments of the -
- Jolut Chilefs (all of which appesred to be political)s

e

¥r. KcCone felt that it was unwise for us to offer this
cooperation to the Dutch, <Their military expesnditures for
HATO are very much below MC=-70 requiremsnts. This was not a
gensgible uss of their resources, ir. Smith pointed out that
the President had made & commlitment In HATO and thet we had-
11ttle cholice except to coopsrals or welsh. Tharo was aoms
discussion as to the Soviset capablility In the ballistis
missile submarine fisld. Secretary Gatezs said that the
intelligence he had indicated that the Sovieta will in a
relatively short while havae & capability to produce ten
subnarines. -, ‘ :

Hre ReCones pointed m the u.niqua_' reactor technology in

the Hautilug-type submarins. Nothing that we have learned

indicated the Sovieis heve 1it.
The conversation then weturned to tho nuclear 'vaap&zia

- - It was concluded thai no: decislcon would bo reached at - =
the Council mesting on Auguat 25. ¥r. Dillon said ho felt '
that we ought {0 take a position that the polisy certainly :
ghould be restudied and we should elthor reaffirm it, modify it,

or abollish it. Secretary Gates said be felt that there was a

need for a declision on this matter before the end of the
Admintstration.

General Starbird polnted out that experience with the
UK showed that limited cooperation 1s difficult. One may intend
at the start %o cooperate on relatively unadvanced weapons
design but one s2oon geta into the latest techniques.

Sr. Smith pointed out the danger of leuaks, indicating that
there was already soms public knowledge that this matter was
under consideration and that State and efenss were split on
the 1lssue. r. Smith pointed ocut thet Lf the French beeames
aware that there was some prospect of change in US pollcy,
there was little prospsot of cooperation from them aleng the
lines we are presently pushing.
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