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Summary:

Contains information on KGB active measures to undermine the activities and credibility
of Radio Liberty, Radio Free Europe, and Voice of America during the mid 1970’s and
early 1980’s.   In one operation, personally authorized by KGB Chairman Yuri Andropov,
the Spanish journal “Arriba” and 42 other Spanish journals published articles stating that
Radio Liberty broadcasts into the USSR violated the Helsinki Accords because they
impinged upon Soviet sovereignty, and were contrary to Spanish national interests. 
Following this activity, the Spanish leadership decided not to extend its agreement with
the US which allowed Radio Liberty to broadcast from Spain.  During a 1976 operation,
an East German agent who worked as an international lawyer spread disinformation
about Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty’s ‘illegal’ activities in 35 foreign embassies in
Vienna. In October 1977, the KGB sent letters to a variety of Western news outlets,
including the Washington Post, claiming to be from a group of Radio Free Europe
employees.  These letters were directed specifically at US Senators Edward Kennedy,
Charles Percy, and Frank Church, and Representatives Edward Derwinsky, Clement
Zablocky, Herman Badillo, and Berkley Bedell. In 1981, with the help of the journal
“Pravda,” the KGB exposed the role of Radio Liberty in the ‘events’ in Poland.
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