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Summary:

The British have not made any military or nuclear alliance with France, and they will
disclose any such approaches from France to the United States. The U.S. is willing to say
in response that they have not been approached by the French and would be willing to
disclose any such approach in the future, but the U.S. is not willing say that their
position is exactly the same as the British one because they "are not sure of the detailed
implications of the broad phraseology of [the British’s] statement" and do not want to be
bound to any extreme commitments.
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! Subject: British Position on Nuclear Cooperation
with France

m!

Shortly after President Nixon met with Prime Minister Wilson
at Mildenhall (August 3, 1969) the British Foreign Office called
in the Political Counselor at American Embassy, London, (1) to
discuss British views on possible Anglo-French nuclear cooperation,
and (2) to have a more specific and definite understanding between
our two governments on the question of possible nuclear cooper-
ation with the French. (Enclosure No. 2)

Prime Minister had made the following points to the President:
(1) .the British had received no approach from the French on this
subject; (2) if they did receive one, they would consider them-
selves duty bound to consult with the U.S.; (3) HMG's view was
that any discussions with the French should be under the NATO
umbrella; (4) bilateral discussions and commitments with France
could not be conducted except on the basis of full French
involvement in the work of the NPG.

According to Assistant Under Secretary David Bendall, the -
Ty

Reportedly, Wilson also asked the President (1) if the US
had been approached, and (2) if there were a French approach,
could Wilson assume that the US could consult with the UK.
According to Bendall, the President had replied that (1) there
had been no French approach, and (2) the US and UK should consult
if anything came up in this regard.

qp-¥7 /-1

Bendall said the Prime Minister had instructed the Foreign
Office to go into the matter with the Embassy with more precision.
In addition to the points made earlier, Bendall further elaborated

the British position: (1) it was not the British intention to
take any initiative themselves; (2) any bilateral cooperation would
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have to be developed within the context of their common member-
ship in the Alliance, compatible with various British inter-
national obligations, NPT, US-UK bilaterals; (3) subject to the
foregoing, the British would express willingness to enter into
discussions of questions of mutual interest in the field of
nuclear defenses; (4) in addition to their concern for the
cohesion of the Alliance, the British would be guided by the
need to build mutual confidence over the whole range of Anglo-
French relations and the hope of encouraging France to return as
soon as possible to full cooperation in NATO defense; (5) they
would keep the USG closely informed of any exchanges.

The explicit and ultimate objective of this approach by the
_ Foreign Office was to obtain confirmation that the USG (1) would
be guided by the same considerations as the British,and (2) would
keep HMG closely informed of any exchanges with France in this
field. The Foreign Office would also prefer that further contact
on this subject be primarily channelized through Embassy London.
Embassy London believes that an oral reply, rather than a formal
written exchange, will suffice. ‘ '

Enclosed (Enclosure No. 1) is a draft letter which Assistant
Secretary Hillenbrand would send to the Political Counselor at
Embassy London, authorizing him to convey orally the following USG
_position to the Foreign Office: (1) we have not been approached
by the French on nuclear defense cooperation, (2) our response -
would depend on their proposals and the circumstances at the time,
(3) we would keep in mind our own various international obligations,
(4) we would keep HMG informed of any such exchanges. We would
not respond by saying that our position is the same as HMG's, as
. we are not certain of the detailed implications, of the Foreign
Office's phraseology and do not wish to be committed to their
formulation. This response has the concurrence of Assistant

Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs,
G. Warren Nutter. ' '

We would appreciate your concurrence prior‘to sending this
‘letter to Embassy London.’ ‘ '
. . ’
il

/4

SNy .
- Theodore L. Eljiot, Jr.
Lo, Executive Secretary

ra
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Dear Bill:

Ron Spiers has passed on to me your letter of August
14 regarding your conversation with David Bendall on
nuclear relétionships with the French. You can inform
‘David about our position along the following lines.

We; likevthe British, have not been approached by
the French éovernment on nuclear defense cooperation. If
the French were to épproach‘us, the substance of our response
would néturally depend on what they propose and the cifcumsﬁances
at the time. 1In any case, we would keep very much‘ih mind
our various international obligations, the importance of
preserving the integrity of NATO, and the working of ﬁhe NPG.
We would keep HMG informed of any such exchanges. |

~ You will note that we do not prppose‘to respond to

David by saying thaf our position is the same as HMG's. We
‘are not sure of the detailed implicationé of the broad
phraseology of his statement and therefore want to avoid

becoming committed to his formulation.

‘Sincerely,

Martin J. Hillenbrand D
Assistant Secretary R
for European Affairs A

NJp-M~ 1~1 2¢
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QonaTd I. Spiers, Esguire
‘Deputy Under Secretary. , ,
'Politico-Military pffairs J/PM
Department of State o : S
Wasnlng Oy D.C. : L T .
Daar Ron: |
. 8ince wa do not know how wxde‘y the ennst nce of the

‘Presiden“'s discu551ov with the Prime Minister has been
@gisseninated, we deciced 'thas the enclosed letter night
be preferable to & Le’efwum. We told Davi Bendell that
ve . would proceed bls manner '
Would you Dlease give cop i s to Mar y Hillenbrand and
‘others as aoproa%;ave. ¥ s TS T ‘
Qur- ;teﬂp:etatﬂon is that the Bﬂ*iﬂsh are seeking an
- oral assurance from us, rather than a formal written
‘exchange, that we will adopt a common stance toward’
the F%ench a“owa ;he lines tney propose. :
A BT e R ;1}“"'Sin¢erely,~

SR EI P o Wﬁlllaﬂ 3 yGalloway
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~_ ( .'
: -SECRET

Original Scan

]~

M«;’

>

‘>%f?m«wu
L B



)
; 1Y
- . . : : . T oS S
1S , e ) fa - Ksd T A T L e - TRV LS 15
w Co g R S ) ..Q g 4J i R IR ' R Ceod B 2 2 - wed, ) 0
N QG G ased,a L) =B S ) S < T B e
O m a [ 2 joa o N B Ral Qe D 0 el
® SRLF ) w0 S et T MG g O Lol LM R g
c ; I Moo Sdemagoay g ST a0 000, ae e ea
= L o S = S Uy g O OO0 I TR = R N S R <A BV I
=2 I SRR R & S R adeed ey €} pr g 4380y et or :i O uo -0 W
®) 521 C 2 Y L b Bl Dy B0 - OGUI G Wl 00 Nyeed ol
. Ce-f [l I i B I ied B 7)) s ) D30 GO Yy @ 4 oM 2N
€ ) IO w0 o ET T O Gl £ O B L Y
= i 0 o v @ ba oy vl -3 F C..l ST AT B A 1 .
o 1 I ey W) e W L2 R & X w4 , e 427 el 474 B3O o
— C Si b S U eE e 0w celr e N T
; R e I TN D SR i ol A SCoP ] aetw PR
44 O e oW o Qe BB 0o ms g t.tcv. A ey s
0 g i 08 %. 19 It L O I ¢ o £ S o X W W
3 SO BH L PO W ] Ke} ? r Uerl O QX0 a O el O
LY - Lo il 0t g S LR 0w Q£ 5 Bl B IS ot B
o e g g e 0 g W I~ ¥ O NS .a SAHGC U R et @ 2
-y T o n_nhehtth .0 e ﬁrsnti. 34
o« . S R R e T 1+ "> £ g T a0 @ NI X NN
£ Ly = e o LB elm oMo t, =3 £ R T S NN i ] SO0 L9 0
4 ; , . . : R < eI SR K v} U@ Wl O iU rSerd ) - el B4 s
P 11 o A , [ 1 Gt 0 0. d g LR a Bl OO 0 > U0 M
" = i L o, : R w4 Bl ® imd @ oM G @00 G vl Dy L)@ e G
o Woerd o Z1 42 Dy B I I A2 0 SRy O e ool . 0 LLIREP JERS I
¢ . O E F ORI S W B WP ) AR AR S ) MY do.ﬁio R T IR S
. n, b 5 L L i - N o R o N B T WO WO S0 e O
g 9 = o )] 0 IS ERCRTS B B ori Sl K = c R ¥ - 0o
ooy O . . nE U P oMWT F el WO O3 QM od W
4w 2 - 0O E LA G &)t S0 0 . D aH $142 © 42
b & 08 Hoeds 0.0 Heas o = I Ll
S & S B ng Weed Qeri 3 42 . @ " g s0 LWL o VR S £
o R - e - e g 3 e RIS Y4 Y4 ) T OU O e w0 Kol S & Ry
” 9 wo T ERN e L AN A B U I a.ld,, L & RE® I =1 W.as uD Py 380
G- QO R T R e el €0 0T e e Paa g g oA S I )
ol P o L= .9 @ D -~ R T < iy S el £ o} YN w.a M v IR I <
- , S T I 3 51 U o2 @ 0y foOUY gaguD 4,0 4 oa
- I R | i L B 175 PO O B R £ L0 @ ot o) 4+ el [
| Pan) 5 : } B e N A SR~ Wi 194 g o U oo o ) B o 54 £ &Ly UIMVIE PR ]
Ll e . ) , U R < bl e W EHg oW A5 1w ,q 0.0 0y - A2 ot O >
= SUAR: . 0o Yy - dw ARSI N B e Q2O Peta P oo Wt E O el
D Pl © oW W 4 or f Do | D w Qerl Y- O ~0
175 =1 S Q 2 A L T R o I < 1G9 Lad>E 00800 .00 ™2
m -5 § So an AR TIRS i i Kol Lol L ord §3 e vf I A S N S e (LU IR B o [UBRY B BRI
o . = o LT RS I THR KR BRI I o BN t L owsge Lo peohoon op + el
= ] - b S @ V10 S G w0 e 14 i I O;U .mlw e~ W MO N0 0 [ I Lo RN iy B A
< o o= ; , S oy WY a0 =" W F00o00U0RLg i) 1n 6® SRR I B BT I G IR KRR o I el Qs eel 02
o = : mu I T N B Y ) [ = Ped O T S w G wed w4 G (=i R [ A SO ¢
< = Lt B S S B 2B Ry WO gag Heg o gug W el 0N
. = i 43 W e " Comed o YU S & ™z O G o E BT OS e 3G ol q
{ <C i Wel - oo oY O OO0 m ST LG oEs SRR B ¢ e ) VR ST S 10 4
[ (Y Jaamaaae 1 LIR I y O v Sl Qur WAy W B0 Yo v LGS v IR ol & 1)) o I
Ripas= | o el B Bo= o B I - N TR O Berd O Sl 2@ e 0 2P Eado
| , et O B 0 mMB8 ~AD08E00 0 meded ol £ 8 NS L B e
=8 ' . = - 3 omerd 4 0 <4 £ e L0 O DO £ o w W D gded | (10w s. -
m_ {1 © It iR o $yort T oy ] AR O GO e SO @D 0,8 A DR
b ot S Bt B R R o B S e R T wi Qo HuP oo o U U4
ﬂ.w_ 194 fu £ el D Dy 0 ] >0 foori 1) ) Q) ") Ly B I T O I R B I B R B YR VP oo
Q 2 Iy By Oxeo/ea W w00 GO0 0.0606H0 L8 068Dy O 49,05 12 DI Cordord of Uy
& . Wi ol eAaMhAE A AP0 PP BPLE o o Ll S I~ PO VI Y T 3 IV R R B I T
» - - o ’ i < : . = N . - .
w m . - 0 ’ . -
=1 _ I ,
= B - 0



gital Archive Original Scan

P a— | oucassFED Y , | -
ey AT uu*»ormwzéma L o
R SY'Q?:*_)..,w&A D:edh3088 . L
: ‘ ﬁ , T j V ‘ -2

.
.

u
.)l
:
-
o .

o
j .
ot

Vi

3 b e

RS I B R ST
(©
-
bt

0
4]
g
It

A

3

o}
-0,
O b A

It

4]

1Mo 0y, [,
il O}

»
»

I
]
9'&‘

3 ok
- b
Vit
i
&
1oy
e ie]

.

Oy
[§7]

(2

¥

fu

H

>

-t
DS
s

b

0 ri

J N e

1

* *
[}
0 et

b i

Oty P, ,f”{'

h L
[a Y2

o
G
o
o
P
,
3

&
o
[ A T

[CI A

5
]

I
(R G o]
o O

Www o
LR

¥
)

»
I

n
[
U
bl
ARG
<0
b
({'0
o
L ¢
<o
!

(¢
n
Vo
ko

ot
v

O
.
R
fis

*
5
X
[
W
1]
f }J. - !_1. -

¢
)
Boag
KRN (]
[l Y

Q Peypl ¢t &
.30

o]

=0
3
WL G
0
Q- 0ty o

.
i

O
'*h
)
1 (0
€

e d3e 53 e i
b,

":; Wkt
o
e B G

3 <
G
o)
o W o WS
s B N
He OO

1

M
M)

et
o0
[l &)

H
SN ON

s
OO o 6 et
£
1~ iy
O b
oo
W W

]
QO ®ROLHE;

0O ot

= H
i
v w0

F O O
2

oo
o et
"
[t]
TR v
He 13

[
<

»
»

s o » !
¢k

N
ety g
oo o
o @

}t

O M w) et
N e

bt o}

- ¢t
1

o o
5

E 9

+

®

&
e o
,;-' A

1

o

o

3

O

0 et

]

-~
»
[
3
»

n>
“ B 00

O
e ) 44l
el (U (1 I
(o304 N6}

ps Qo

163} ‘!} Fi

W
ety
Fie ¢
o+
i
RS
o0
el
O

4]
T

1]

O

* had no apﬁ“Od'P 11 any form fr
kd Tense cooperation,’  ;f'

The Briish hav
AFrench on nucles

o)
A IR
¢]

s,
[

Q }-J }-—h ,.J.
Ut ~

[0}

3

o

0]

e

H

cee

1

o
DD el
W N jaem

bre

It is not the Briti
‘selves. If the Bri
French, they would
i would have %o be cde
f.membershin of the Allian
‘ :

e %
33
= ot
(60
5
W
W

w
Ex
.I'J
&
1 fte

[0 l"$ (&N
ECE

AT

= et O
tde
O
o1

0 rs

B O N 2 i

oo
e

b w0

iy ek b o
B0O

o

oo
fovey ﬁ‘
RN

0y

Foo fhy
e R

)
]

Q1
¥ {

fa
no o

0
J 0O

2 IR )
W e

*
»

[ /]
!‘l
(0]
o o

@]
I+
o
o

..
3

Skl O

w6

B

Ra ¥ ol w
00

0
IRVl

O e e
I 1o

fu ri
3

-

-~y

Nt

()

0
UNE R

(O I N N

F 0 M

=

ol o
.ty
M << 3
cr
3 et

L 1l
p=

A

a»propriate NAT in
‘have to be compe
i 05’15a3101 NP
&o”ero ng, tnc
into dlscussio
i of nuclear defe:
-anj exchanges.

ok
e
b
[+
cf
=
v
0D
v W rr
v ot
s}
o 6)
(e
O 1 3, 0
o .
S -
Py O

30
O et

i o
. F‘.: (U |
2]

£
o
(A9
O
ST

o IS @

5

B O I W

A Y
1+
O
23
n
0
LA R e A )]
. : L
oo
2 0o
[({ e )
ot -
3 peo
3
e
BOL et

}oe b
f

t, *
o rt

N
| sl ot

jo X7
o1

0@({‘3!3&-‘9

o

m ’..J ,J-
0
U n
«

His fe e

m
3
.
L W
0O
L
~
[0}
)
e
ot
o
3
oy
0]

»
v
4

®
D po g

JIn deal*na wlth tbls ﬁatt R BeﬁdaTl co“._;ubd th

“would be auvded by concern for the cohe sion o*‘fae
uzl ¢ : :
&

O

B i s |

35 poet
00Oy L

*
Q

the need to rebdbuild mut onfidence ovar» the
Anglo-French relatiorn :3, and the hope of ancouracin
”egurn as soon as pos si la to Iull coo:era ion

O 15 juw:
,

[ =Y
1 g

AT

.
E 2

5

3
R A ' T
f4 G ¢+

s .
FO B rt

.
*

hat HEMG IOle be glad of confir
evant, be .guided by the s
i would keep HMG closely in

. exchanges wi e in this flb¢d _§g~§gdag.r'
'_Ho:ed“-or & resnonse from us reasonably soon. S, TP

'
*

Bandall ¢
'.USQ would
e

L0 0
a0

N

o)
K
3 i3

Py

r
v
.
¥

b 'Bv”dall;ind?é fed that Tha Fo“elon O*L*ce woCi& PhEfées shat”
§fLr;heﬂ consultation and contaect on this subject be with the

.~ 'Embassy in London but that the ””**lsn Embassy 'in Washington

. would be kev; lﬂformad..u ; ST TR a W et = ,

Slnce“elj,

V} s ~~’. M‘ 'f‘ L

W' llla*‘),.w \'...110"':./

’ ‘CounseTor for Poiiticel Affzins
)
. v
SECRET .
et S D




wWilsQn. Gentes.Rigital Archive Original Scan

o af B |

DECLASSIFIED
Authority AINMDP LI ) |
B2 KARA Date T30, [l </

e 7 C THE WHITE HOUSE

g,’cféz /(/9€{Z LTINS lous 1o] 24 '}7}
44

SECRET October 28, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Theodore L. Eliot, Jr.

Executive Secretary
Department of State

SUBJECT: British Position on Nuclear Cooperation with
France

In regard to your memorandum of October 21 concerning the
UK's approach to us on nuclear cooperation with France, I concur

in the text of Assistant Secretary Hillenbrand's proposed letter to
our Political Counselor in London.

Henry Z ﬁ;'.s singer

SMh-¥-o 7-1 34
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