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Summary:

In this entry Mitrokhin states that in 1974 the KGB prepared a plan to repress Alexander
Solzhenitsyn’s anti-soviet activities in the West. The plan emphasized the importance of
separating Solzhenitsyn from his supporters as well as using their testimony from
interrogations against Solzhenitsyn. KGB chief Yuri Andropov approved this plan on
September 19, 1974. Mitrokhin provides two pages of the signed plan in this entry,
where Solzhenitsyn’s code-name was “Spider.”
	 In 1975 the KGB prepared a more detailed and specific plan to take Solzhenitsyn’s
activities under control. It was also crucially important to control the context of “The
Continent” magazine. The plan called for KGB agents in the West to publish provocative
materials about Solzhenitsyn that would give the impression that he was an undercover
agent for the KGB.  The plan was prepared by the First, the Second, and the Fifth Chief
Directorates of the KGB. The plan is provided by Mitrokhin in the entry. 
	In 1978, when Solzhenitsyn delivered his speech at Harvard University, the KGB was
very pleased with its turnout and used it against him in his further anti-socialist
activities. Representatives of the KGB in the Soviet Union and the Ministry for State
Security of East Germany prepared operation “Vampire – 1.” This operation was focused
on publishing many materials about “Spider” that would put him in a compromising
position in the West. In 1978 “Neue Politik,” a western German magazine, published an
article “Confessions of an agent “Vetrov,” also known as Solzhenitsyn” stating that
Solzhenitsyn had been an active KGB undercover agent. This article was published in
major magazines and newspapers in many Western countries. Mitrokhin states that this
provocative publication almost ended Solzhenitsyn’s career. 
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