Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

June 30, 1951

Ciphered Telegram No. 21334 from Beijing, Mao
Zedong to Cde. Filippov [Stalin]

Citation:
"Ciphered Telegram No. 21334 from Beijing, Mao Zedong to Cde. Filippov [Stalin]", June
30, 1951, Wilson Center Digital Archive, APRF, f. 45, op. 1, d. 339, Il. 90-91, and RGASPI,

f. 558, op. 11, d. 339, Il. 0090-0091.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/110372

Summary:
Telegram from Mao to Stalin confirming that the PLA will enact the reorganizations

proposed by Stalin. Mao also talks about several considerations regarding the American
proposal for armistice negotiations.
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SECOND MAIN ADMINISTRATION OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE SOVIET ARMY

CIPHERED TELEGRAM No. 21334
Copies: Stalin (2)

From BEIJING Received 11:20
30.6.1951

SERIES “G" T
To Comrade FILIPPOV [Stalin]

1. | have received your two telegrams (of 24.6.51 and 28.6.51). | fully agree with your
opinion.

a) As regards the time periods for the delivery of armaments for sixteen divisions, we
should act only on the basis of the productive and transport possibilities of the Soviet
Union, that is [we should] complete the deliveries of arms for sixteen divisions in the
course of three years, and in 1951 complete the deliveries for ten divisions.

b) The staff-organizational structure you have proposed for the present Chinese
infantry divisions is very good. We are implementing it. With sixteen divisions armed
in accordance with this staff-organizational structure, the Chinese army will be far
stronger than at present.

2. Malik's statement secured us the initiative in the matter of conducting peace
negotiations. On 28.6.51 | received through Comrade Roshchin the main positions of
the contents of the conversation of Comrade Gromyko with the American ambassador
to the Soviet Union, [Alan] Kirk. At the end of the text is stated: “Only two
representatives must participate from each side. Moreover these representatives
must be from the command of the corresponding military units, and not
representatives of the governments.

Thus, from the Chinese side a representative of the volunteer troops must participate
and not a representative of China, as a warring state.” | consider this completely
correct.

| have received a telegram from Comrade Kim Il Sung in which he asks how he should
answer if Ridgway calls for negotiations to begin.

| have already communicated to Comrade Kim Il Sung and Peng Dehuai that on the
one hand we must carefully watch the military situation so as not to give the enemy
the possibility of using this moment to his advantage, and on the other hand
Comrade Kim Il Sung and Peng Dehuai must discuss this question and be prepared, in
case of a demand by the enemy to begin negotiations, to send corresponding
representatives to conduct negotiations.

As regards how to answer Ridgway, after receiving a demand from Ridgway, the
contents should be discussed and an answer formulated. What is your opinion on this
question?

If negotiations begin, it is extremely necessary that you personally lead them, so that
we do not find ourselves in a disadvantageous position.



| send you for familiarization the telegram of Comrade Kim Il Sung.
MAO ZEDONG
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