Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

May 19, 1965

Liu Shaoqi, ‘'Speech at the Reception of the
Comrades of the Central Military Commission War
Planning Meeting'

Citation:
"Liu Shaoqi, 'Speech at the Reception of the Comrades of the Central Military
Commission War Planning Meeting'", May 19, 1965, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Dang

de wenxian (Party Historical Documents) no. 3 (1995): 40. Translated by Qiang Zhai.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/110410

Summary:

Speech on China's state of preparations for war with the United States.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Leon Levy Foundation
Original Language:

Chinese

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

EENEE RS NS BRBIROHE 7R
(—LAEHEEA+LE)
0oy

BAFTHERESTE, HRE55H, REEE. ENMEERKENLS. B4R
P—s . F—, BRPFRITUER, ERAES K. MEKMNESBMRLE, B2 HRHE.
ENIA%, RIMTEAITEE, IEA—IIEARERETEN. B2, XBRESFU, BN,
BIER=2, N=RBERX, WAL, FEFE., SRRy, cBFEBE. FXH
HOL T, BREFEFAAL. 75, EEREEN, HE, REE, REMBLKMHK, B
BEHIT. HADEREEH/IT XL, ITAHFEAR . — DB ATLHBEMATTR, KI5
————— o 05 ADUBEM ST EHET TR, S CHLEREBIT TR, K CHEAEETT
., EHREARREE. FFE, RFré. W BE, TEMRBERARBG. F N
FPENK, EIOAW. . MHE. ROMEFESESTEE. FEEREETPE. ©
BEEINCRAEHR. W XA, RITAET. EACE. XTMERETFLEM. IEXORE. E
E X, fEX s 1.

b BH-AMERE, ITHISHE, afHE S TREEA, #H— 1. B0
T, BMATLARIL, AN, HEBTOHEERT S, E=HRARRLE>Z, &
DRI AR P UL, b ¥FE, KILEEWN,. ZH, iR 3. 274
Bk, BEHNE, RE-HRRKRT. INEHEIN. HERRERIIFR I,

TRAEXRXEARWHENE, —TRMIHE, —IMRELK, —BEM, DIRGER. igM,
FHAZ, XMEEFEEEN. K=&, M=, THEYREE. REHEAR. BI¥EBRT. &
RABFVHTR, #EMR, ETHEAR, XREANEY.

ZEFHEN, 2LEX, W EENE—NTFE, XEAFTRURKBERN. §H
BAEM ARG A BB, LRI, BTN, B0, BEEIN, 1
B, BB DR R RH, BLEHER—TAINT. XRBZINIRNEAA RN AE
A . MEFKE. Y, ERSBENBANHEBH . BII0EE, NS X 42 bl
HE, t—EREAERTER, NMEBRTERAHE. INMEETTRRZE, HZREHK
AR ERBAZERABKNTUIMTLUG A FTLARE Y. e A WUIBEAR 2. B, MALRLG M
@, EXARLEH YT, PRAARARPEE . BRAAEXK, ftbh—EZRAAEHEA R, 07 RS
B, ERMRBKREBR, RETENERTUERI, MIEUEHELARL T, BIR1IMM . 2f
THZHE, REET ., ROEHIANRERE, KA, BILNE, —NNEH--1H
KEF -, LEERE =% LB, /- MRASEX. SEXATHRBEE, A,
EARKLES ., KERLWERARR T, ERIFHRYULE, EMEXF 5, HAT
Rk,

* REJERRMERTT,
10 SEHT IR




Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Speech at the Reception of the Comrades of the Central Military Commission War
Planning Meeting (Excerpt)

(29 May 1965)
Liu Shaoqi

The enemy has many contradictions, weaknesses, and difficulties. Its problems are no
less than ours. If our preparations are faster and better, war can be delayed. The
enemy will find it difficult to invade. If we make excellent preparations, the enemy
may even dare not to invade. If it does not invade, we will not fight out. Such a
prospect is not impossible. But we must work hard to achieve this goal. We must
build the big Third Front and the small Third Front and do a good job on every front,
including the atomic bomb, the hydrogen bomb, and long-distance missiles. Under
such circumstances, even if the United States has bases in Japan, Taiwan, and the
Philippines, its ships are big targets out on the sea and are easy for us to strike. We
should develop as early as possible new technology to attack aircraft and warships so
that we can knock out one enemy ship with a single missile. Our Red Flag 1 and Red
Flag 2 can shoot down the enemy's high-altitude airplanes. If we have assurance to
shoot down high-altitude airplanes, we can have more assurance to knock down
low-altitude ones. The enemy's strength lies in its navy, air force, atomic bombs, and
missiles, but the strength in navy and air force has its limits. If the enemy sends
ground troops to invade China, we are not afraid. Therefore, on the one hand we
should be prepared for the enemy to come from all directions, including a joint
invasion against China by many countries. On the other hand we should realize that
the enemy lacks reasons and justifications in sending troops. If the enemy invades us
without our attacking it first, the enemy's morale cannot be high. This will decide the
difference between a just and an unjust war.

In addition, there is the issue of increasing the size of troops. In order to build
fortifications, we can organize some engineer units. After working for a period and
completing fortifications, they can be dismissed. Troops engaged in agricultural
production and divisions on semi war alert should also construct fortifications.
Production troops are busy with agricultural work, but during slack seasons they
should spend most of their time building fortifications. This means that they can work
on fortifications for half a year in North China and for four to five months in the
Yangtze valley. If war begins and we have to expand troops, we just need a
mobilization. This matter will be easy. At the moment, we need to do a good job in
organizing militia forces.

What we cannot have time to prepare when war begins includes fortification
construction, third fronts, bases as well as communications, a reconnaissance
network, and new technology. We must pay attention to these issues. We should start
work on the big Third Front, the small Third Front, material storage, state-of-the-art
technology, scientific investigation, and research on new weapons. If we delay work
on these matters, we will find ourselves unprepared later. To do these things needs
time.

As to the issues of the size of troops, the number of military regions, and a unified
leadership between the local civilian government and the military, we can have time
to deal with them when war begins. Some of the issues will be dealt with only after
the enemy has invaded our country. In case that the enemy occupies the Longhai
Railroad, or the Yangtze valley, or the Jinghan Railroad, or the Jinpu Railroad, our
country will then be divided into sections. If that happens, we have to practice a
unified leadership of the party, the government and the army. But this will be decided
at that time, not now. With trains and airplanes at its disposal, the enemy will not do
things according to our methods. Only when that time comes will our leadership go to
mountains. At present, the leadership must live in the city because it will be
inconvenient if it does not live in the city. Only when a large number of enemy troops
invades China and cuts us into parts will the leadership go to the mountains. It will



not do that when China is not cut into parts. For instance, if the enemy does not
occupy cities like Xian and Tongguan, Shaanxi will not create a Shaanan Military
region and a Shaanbei military region. The leadership will decide on this matter after
the enemy has invaded, and there is time to do that. There is also time to mobilize
troops. At present, we can begin the organization of the militia....[the rest of the
speech is about how to organize the militial.



