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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

5 November 1962

 Today the "Washington Post" published an article by [columnist Joseph] Alsop under
the title "The Soviet Plan for Deception." The article talks about Robert Kennedy's
connection with [Georgi] Bolshakov[1] (the latter was not named directly), and also
declared in dramatic tones how that connection was used "for the deception" of the
President in the issue of the Soviet missile bases in Cuba. It mentions in particular
Bolshakov's reception by N. S. Khrushchev in the summer of this year, and the oral
message for the President conveyed through him.  

 This and several other details are known in Washington only by Robert Kennedy,
whom Bolshakov met with after his return from vacation (the article also mentions
this meeting). For this reason it is clearly obvious that the article was prepared with
the knowledge of, or even by orders from, Robert Kennedy, who is a close friend, as is
the President, of Alsop.  

 After his first meeting with Robert Kennedy, immediately after his return from
vacation, Bolshakov no longer met with him. Robert Kennedy promised him to set up
a meeting with the President for passing on to him the oral message, but yet did not
organize such a meeting.

 5.XI.62 A. DOBRYNIN

[1] Until the missile crisis, Georgi Bolshakov, a Soviet official based at the USSR
Embassy in Washington, had been used as a back-channel go-between to deliver
messages between Khrushchev and the Kennedys, meeting frequently with Robert
Kennedy. As the document indicates, this channel ended after the Kennedys
concluded that Bolshakov had been used to mislead them by transmitting false
reassurances in the summer and early autumn of 1962 that Khrushchev would not
send offensive weapons to Cuba or take any disruptive action prior to the
Congressional elections in November. Instead, beginning with the missile crisis, a new
channel was set up between Robert Kennedy and Ambassador Dobrynin.
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