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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

26 August 1962

Minister of Foreign Affairs comrade Pak Seong-cheol [Pak Song Chol] invited me and
[Soviet] counselors to have a day of rest, on Sunday, 26 August, together with him
and several officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the DPRK. […]

[Pak Seong-cheol:] Now our party has adopted a dictum: to build socialism based on
self-reliance. We know that already some people are inclined to accuse us of
nationalism and even of opposition to the international division of labor. But this is
not correct, says Pak Seong-cheol, for we cannot tell [orientirovat] our people all our
lives, until we build communism, that the Soviet Union and the PRC will help us, will
give us everything. We already have many [people with] parasitic attitudes, [who
say] that it is time to work a little less, make lesser aims, ask for more technologies
from the Soviet friends, that is - that the Soviet Union and the PRC take on greater
responsibilities in the construction of communism in the DPRK. This is also wrong.
Here is where we took the dictum of "self-reliance." And some people are already
trying to connect this dictum with the [allegation] that [we] ignore the experience of
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries and do not want to take COMECON into
account. […]


