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Ngay 23 thang 6 nam 1958

Thuec hién chi thi cia Téng Quan uy va B6 Qudc phong, Cuc Quan khi t6 chirc bao goi mot s6
luong 16n sting tiéu lién Tulle (loai sting chién loi pham ta thu dugc trong KCCP) dé vién tro cho

nhan dan An-gié-ri khang chién chdng thuc dan Phap.

bay 1a mot ké hoach dic biét, tuy¢t mat nén Cuc Quan khi td chirc thuc hién rat chit ché, an
toan. T6 k¥ thuat do dong chi Nguyén Quang Thanh phu trach, ciing cic ddng chs phung Thanh

Toan, Ha Vién,...duogc lya chon thuc hién nhiém vu nay.

Viéc bao dudng, dong bd va bao goi sung dugce tién hanh tai kho 560 & Bach Mai, sau d6 bi mat
chuyén vé tap két tai kho Kha Lam (Kién An) cho 1én tau thuy ctia Ba Lan van chuyén cho ban

dudi danh nghia hang thuong mai.

Ké hoach nay dugc Vin phong Trung wong Pang, Téng Quan uy va Bé Qudc phong chi dao
theo ddi chit ché. K& hoach tién hanh tir ngay 23 thang 6 dén 24 thang 7 ndm 1958 thi hoan

thanh, bao dam tuyét ddi an toan, bi mat.



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

23 June 1958

Implementing instructions received from the General Military Party Committee[1] and
the Ministry of Defense, the Ordnance Department arranged for a large quantity of
Tulle submachine guns (weapons captured by our forces during the resistance war
against the French)[2] to be wrapped and packaged so that they could be provided to
the Algerian people to help them in their resistance war against the French
colonialists.

This was a special, top-secret program, so the Ordnance Department arranged for it
to be carried out in a very careful and secure manner. A technical team was selected
to carry out this mission. This team was headed by Comrade Nguyen Quang Thanh
and included Phung Thanh Toan, Ha Vien, etc.

The preservation, standardization, and wrapping of the guns was done in Warehouse
560 at Bach Mai, after which the guns were secretly transported to a staging location
at Kha Lam Warehouse in Kien An to be held there for loading aboard a Polish ship
that would transport them to our [Algerian] friends under the guise of commercial
goods.

This plan was carried out under the guidance and close supervision of the Party
Secretariat, the General Military Party Committee, and the Ministry of Defense. This
operation began on 23 June and was completed on 24 July 1958, and complete safety
and secrecy was maintained throughout the implementation of the plan.

Footnotes by Merle Pribbenow

[1] The General Military Party Committee (Tong quan uy) was a committee made up
of a small number of members of the Communist Party Politburo that was responsible
for supervising and directing the Viethamese armed forces. This committee was
headed by General Vo Nguyen Giap.

[2] The Tulle submachine gun referred to is the MAT-49, a French 9mm submachine
gun that was used by the French Army during the war in Indochina. The Viethamese
captured large quantities of these weapons during the war, especially at the battle of
Dien Bien Phu. The term Tulle comes from the name of the French manufacturer:
Manufacture Nationale d'Armes de Tulle (MAT).



