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Summary:

Vasily Moskovsky relays that, according to one Korean engineer, North Korea can
produce an atomic bomb.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

[I] had a talk with the Soviet specialists who are conducting research on uranium ores
in the laboratories of the mining institute in Pyongyang. One of them, Comrade B.N.
Syromyatnikov, said that he recently had a conversation with a Korean engineer who
had studied in the Soviet Union. […] The Korean […] asked […] a question: In the
opinion of our specialists, can the Koreans create an atomic bomb? Upon hearing the
reply to the effect that the economy of the DPRK cannot cope with the creation of
nuclear weapons, the Korean said that it would cost much less in the DPRK than in
other countries. If we tell our workers, he declared, that we are taking up such a task,
they will agree to work free of charge for several years. […] 


