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Habona, Noviembre 25 de 1962,
"AiO DE LA PLANITICACION™

~dte. tidel Csstro Ruz, .
Primer Secretario General de lss ORI,
ciud=sd.

Figel:

Companera

J>

continuscidén le informo sobre 1z conversscidn sostenids
con el compafiero Mikoysn en ocasidn de hacerme, en la noche de
ayer, uns visita en ml casa., Ests visitz ne fué shunciazds oor
el emda}-dor de 1ls URSS en Cuba compsfiero 4le>elev, ya cue sel
gin me informb, Hikoyén tenfas deseos de szludsrme en unidn de

-
{

Fensé se tratxos de unkd visits de ours cortesia, desido a
T 71 presencia en 1z URSS ccmo emdwj~dor de Cubs, le co-
s encontramcs innumersoles veces y Aande ademas hice-

1st#d con su hljd Serglo, pers illkoydn Sronto pssd » -
3 z nosicidn de 1z URSS ressecto & la Aecisidn toma

oroblema cubuno,

(o comencé 2 nsolir sobre su vieje 5 53Ntizi0 y su resresc
I
Ae hac{s 2penas una nors, pnerc inmedlsztazinente saltd =1 teme en
cuestiién,

Hizc mrimero uns largs exposicibn que 21 terminsrle le
indlnué va covocer, sor los @onformes de lous compsfierns del Se-
. ' N
PPN ar ] el tampién nobfs conocido nu

©aTros

Inmedistamente se desarrolld un diflozo, cuys esencias y lo
expueshoc por Mikoysn Drimersmante le informo a continuscidn:

PO3SICICKN DE LA UR33 CGCKk BESPECTC & CUBA.- "Lz humsnidsd habi{s=
sido librada de una guerrs cat®xtrofics y Cub? de su total 1i-
quidacidn, Hay que enteder que para Cuba 1z situscidn hz me-
Jorado. Los cohetes cumpbleron su cometido. Bensemos en sels
meses atras, entonces Cubs no tenf{s cohetes y hab{s el peli-
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gro de una 1lnminente:tnvasidn. La cuestién ers parar a los agre-
sores, y eso se ha logrado con el compromiso de Kennedz de no in-
vadir s Cuba, H3y que creer en este compromiso. Adem&s, en las

préximas elecciones €1l serda reelecto sin dudas y tendrd que mante-

ner es? palabra. Por eso conslidersamos que Cuba no tendra proble-
mas en urnios cilnco o sels afios!

"3S1i Cuba es agredida en otra forma, se debe entender que 1la
URSS rivostard en otros puntos del mundo en que los smericanos es-
t4n muy interesados, y cuyos puntos estdn mds préximos s la URSS.
Cuba estd leWos de la URSS y cercs de los Estados Unidos., Pero e-
sos otros puntos importsntes del mundo estén cerca de 13 URSS y le-
Jos de Estados Unidos. Digemos Laos, Berlin!

"En Rerl{n estén en una ratonera, los tenemos en un pufio, So-
lo con 21lyuns artillerfa y unos cuantos tznques los aplastamos. Si
no tener los cohetes en Cuba dejs de ser una ventajs, (Esta respues
ta » una nreeunts mfa no quedd muy clara, a pes:r de ml insistencia
en ella. Mo se si mor culpa del tr-ductor o z que Mikoyén preferfa
que nuedara as{.) debe contarse lo gue se hs avanzado en cusnto 2
las swarant{as Ae no invadir a Cuba por psrte de Estados Unidos, y
cue 1lz URSS no neceslta de bases cerca de Lstados Unidos, pues su
fuerzs coheterll es tan poderosa y »reclsa que desde el provioc te-
rritorio de la URSS juede golpear al enemigo en.cualquler lugsr gdel
mundo. Recuérdese que Krushiov d1Jo que la exactitud de nuestra téc
nicanos nermit{a hscer blanco exacto 3 un punto situsdo én el cos-
mos. Ahora blen, cuél era 1la situacidn de es2 ventzis militar so-
bre los Tstzdos Unidos?. huestPas nases de conetes en Cubsa, habian
si4o descublertas por Estzdos Unidos y 1lrs conoc{sn nerfectamente.
Ests «ituscidn les cermitfa destruirls-s zntes de que pudieran usar-
ce. For tanto no hzof{a tal ventsja." '

Y si no se nublesen descubilerto esas vases, considera ud. que
nabr{a esa ventaja?

"SY no se hublesen descublerto, es como si no exdstieran. La si-
tuacion hublera sido distirta pues no se hublera progucido la crisis.
A1 hablar sobre este punto se puede llegar a la conclusidn, de que
Mikoyan trataba de 1ndicar que la URSS traslzdl e instald cohetes en
Cuba no pensando en su uso, sino como una maniobra polftica, Y gque pr

cedieron a su instslacidn en una forma que permitiese s los E.U. desc
brirlos.

"El womento de liquidar al imperislismo no ha llegado., La suertés
del imperislismo y del socialismo no estd en una guerra. Esto va en €9
de nuestros principlos, de todos en los que se fundamenta 1la lucha de
PCUS, La coexistencis pacifica es 1la 1{nes a segulr nara el desarrollo;
la humanidad hacla el socialismo y la derrota del imperizlismos Las 1id
del comunismo no se sostlienen sobre bayonetas, El comunismo no Fe 1mpol
a cafionazos ni con bombas nucleares, Y nuestra garantia o segurldad a
que la guerra se puede evitar, de que al lmperialismo ge' le puede dete

estd en la fortaleza militar de la URSS. Claro estd que sl nosotros 1

tuviéramos ese poderfo militar, entonces la situscién serfa distinta
.81 habrfa guerra ." '
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nNosotros tenemos grandes instalaclones coheteriles. Ellas son muy
. pues se hacen profundemente debas jo de 1ls tlerra, pero las hemos
gemcs afirmar que el inmenso territorlo de la URSS ya resulta pe-
tantas instalacliones. Agqul est?d nuestra aseguridad en lo que dec
uss del comuniszo ha salldo mas fuerte después de esta prueba".'

. - "El desenlace de 1a crisls de Cuba ayudarf a los movimlentos
‘de liberacidn. Nuestra l{nea por la coexistencla pac{fica es correcta., Antes,
0s hombres de la URSS no podf:n 1r 2 Africa. Pero hoy tiene relacliones con
muchos de esos palses, y nuestros tecnicos y diplomaticos se encuentran alll.

hors mismo hay sovieticos en Cuba. Pod{a algulen haber calculado esto?"

o , en“ .
Esto es/gensral lp dicho por Mikoysn durante hora y medla de conversa-
cidn, y recogldo en todo lo que nuestra memoria hays podido precisar..

Fraternalﬁente, PATB§ﬁ78:M¥E? E, YENCEREHOS%




Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Havana, 25 November 1962
YEAR OF PLANNING

Commander Fidel Castro Ruz, First Secretary General of the ORI [Integrated
Revolutionary Organization], [Havana] City.

Comrade Fidel:

Here | will inform you about the conversation with comrade Mikoyan last night when
he paid a visit to my house. This visit was announced to me by the USSR's
ambassador to Cuba, comrade [Alexander] Alexeiev [Alexeyev], who told me that
Mikoyan wished to greet me in the presence of my family.

| thought this was a visit for pure reasons of courtesy, because by way of my
presence in the USSR as the Cuban ambassador, | met him and we got together
countless times, and | befriended his son Sergo, but Mikoyan quickly began to talk
about the USSR's position with respect to the decision taken on the Cuban problem.

| began to talk about his trip to Santiago [de Cuba] and his return that was barely an
hour later, but he immediately jumped to the topic of discussion.

First, he made a long statement, and upon finishing, | indicated to him that | already
knew, through reports of the comrades in the Secretariat and by those which he too
had learned our points of view. [several lines excised]

Immediately a dialogue developed, the essence of which - and what Mikoyan
primarily expressed - are the following:

Position of the USSR with respect to Cuba: "Humanity has been freed from a
catastrophic war, and Cuba from its complete liquidation. It must be understood that
the situation has improved for Cuba. The missiles accomplished their task. We
thought about six months beforehand; then Cuba had no missiles and there was the
danger of an immediate invasion. The problem was stopping the aggressors, and this
has been accomplished in Kennedy's promise not to invade Cuba. We must believe
this promise. Besides, in the next election, he will doubtlessly be reelected and will
need to keep his word. So we think Cuba will not have problems for the next five or
six years."

"If Cuba is assaulted in another way, it must be understood that the USSR will
retaliate in other parts of the world in which the Americans are very interested, and
other points closer to the USSR. Cuba is far from the USSR and close to the USA. But
those other important parts of the world are close to the USSR and far from the
United States, say, Laos or Berlin."

"In Berlin they are in a mousetrap; we have them in a fist. With just some artillery and
a few tanks, we will crush them. If not having the missiles in Cuba ceases to be an
advantage, (this answer to one of my questions remained unclear, despite my
insistence on it. | don't know if the translator is at fault or if Mikoyan preferred leaving
it this way.) we must tally what has been achieved regarding the guarantees not to
invade Cuba from the United States. And the USSR does not need bases near the
United States, as its missile forces are powerful and precise enough to strike the
enemy in any place in the world from within the USSR's own territory. Recall that
Khrushchev said that the precision of our technology permits us to hit a bull's-eye on
a point situated out in the cosmos. However, what was the situation of that military
advantage over the United States? Our missile bases in Cuba, having been
discovered by the USA and become perfectly known to them. This situation allowed
them to destroy the missile bases before they could be used. Therefore, there was



not such an advantage."
And if they had not discovered those bases, do you think that advantage would exist?

"If they had not been discovered, it would be as if they did not exist. The situation
would have been different as it would not have produced the crisis. Talking about this
point, one can reach the conclusion that Mikoyan tried to indicate that the USSR
transferred and installed missiles in Cuba thinking not of using them, but rather as a
political maneuver. And that they proceeded to install them in a way that allowed the
US to discover them."

"The moment of liquidating imperialism has not come. The fate of imperialism and
socialism is not tied up in a war. This goes against our principles, against all those on
which the Communist Party of the Soviet Union bases its fight. Peaceful coexistence
is the path to follow for the development of humanity toward socialism and the defeat
of imperialism. The ideas of communism are not carried on bayonets. Communism is
not imposed by cannon fire or nuclear bombs. Our guarantee or assurance that war
can be avoided, that imperialism can be stopped, is in our military strength. It is clear
that if we did not have that military power, the situation would be different and we
would have war instead."

"We have large missile installations. They are very costly, because they are made
deep under the ground, but we have already made them. We can affirm that the
immense territory of the USSR ends up being inappropriate for such installations.
Here is our assurance in what we say. The cause of communism has emerged
stronger after this proof."

[Approximately 27 lines excised]

[14 characters excised] - "The outcome of the crisis in Cuba will help the movements
of liberation. Our line for peaceful coexistence is correct. Before, the men of the USSR
could not go to Africa. But today it has relations with many of these countries, and
one encounters our technicians and diplomats there. Right now there are Soviets in
Cuba. Could anyone have imagined this?"

[Approximately 11 lines excised]

This is in general what was said by Mikoyan during an hour and a half of conversation
and brought together here to the extent that our memory could recall.

COUNTRY OR DEATH, WE WILL WIN!

[signed:] F Chomén



