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Summary:

In this entry, Mitrokhin describes how on November 1, 1979 KGB operatives arrested
dissident Tatiana Mikhailova Velikanova. Mitrokhin relates that since Velikanova’s name
was widely known outside Soviet borders, the KGB warned its resident agents abroad to
adopt certain procedures in case of an emergency. 

 Tatiana Mikhailova Velikanova (b.1932) was a highly-educated Russian and a mother of
three. Beginning in the late 1960s, Velikanova actively participated in public anti-state
demonstrations—particularly at the Pushkin Square in Moscow. Drawing upon KGB files,
Mitrokhin mentions that in 1969, Velikanova became a member of the Initiative Group
for the Defense of Human Rights, a club which according to the KGB, boasted Tatar
autonomists, extreme nationalists, religious fanatics, and secessionists amongst its
ranks. For more than ten years, Velikanova and her associates were producing
anti-Soviet and politically harmful material, distributed to foreign publishing houses and
radio stations. Under Velikanova’s initiative, The Chronicles of Current Events, a
samizdat publication was issued in Moscow in 1974. The Chronicles described topics
such as arrests, judiciary procedures, the pursuit of dissidents, and other aspects of
political life in the Soviet Union. The periodical shed negative light on the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU). 

 By Mitrokhin’s account, although Velikanova had been officially sanctioned by the state
with regards to continuing her work, she paid no heed to the warnings. In essence,
Velikanova remained largely unmoved by the searches and interrogations subsequently
conducted by the State Prosecutor’s Office. The KGB file stated that the West had
helped Velikanova by supplying her with financial resources. Velikanova further received
assistance from the Fund for Aiding Political Nonconformists. Velikanova’s file stated
that she was being investigated by the KGB in accordance with the wishes of the
Prosecutor’s Office. 
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