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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

26 October 1962

 I delivered N.S. Khrushchev's response to U Thant's second message (at 13:00 local
time).  

 U Thant expressed satisfaction with the fact that once again his proposal had been
approved. After this, U Thant told us that tonight he had received a response to his
second message from Kennedy as well, and at our insistence he provided us with the
text of that response (after he had submitted this disclosure to the approval of the
USA legation, and after receiving our consent to his disclosing to the USA legation the
content of our own response).  

 We are communicating the text of Kennedy's response as a separate telegram.  

 U Thant presented us with the possibility of his immediate publication of both his
messages to N.S. Khrushchev and to Kennedy, and of both responses given to those
messages by the USSR and the USA. He led us to understand that a comparison of
both responses would show the world community that the Soviet Union, unlike the
USA, was continuing to aim for support of peace and the prevention of war.  

 We responded to the effect that we were not yet authorized to agree to the
publication of N.S. Khrushchev's response, and would give him an answer later.  

 We believe it would be expedient to give our consent to the publication of the
documents mentioned.  

 Today at 16:00 there will be a meeting between Stevenson and U Thant. At 18:00
Eastern Standard Time we are once again meeting with U Thant, and if we do not
receive other instructions by that time, we will give our consent to the publication of
N. S. Khrushchev's second response.

 26.X.62 V. ZORIN


