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Summary:

Mitrokhin describes how the Novosibirsk KGB Directorate dissuaded a former Gulag
inmate from completing a novel based on his prison experiences during 1949-54.
Pereverzev had been sent away to a forced labor camp twice. Having completed his
prison terms, he returned to Novosibirsk and decided to write his own account of the
Soviet reality. According the KGB Directorate, such writings would be readily accepted
by bourgeois publishers. They became intent on putting an end to Pereverzev’s literary
pursuits The KGB Directorate in Novosibirsk discovered that Pereverzev corresponded
with citizens from capitalistic countries, visited the GDR on two occasions, and attended
the American exhibition in Novosibirsk entitled “Public education in the USA.”
Pereverzev was taken under closer surveillance.

Agents “Gorin” and “Sorokin” obtained 1,100 typewritten pages of Pereverzev’s novel
that depicted his imprisonment. Agent Sorokin, being a professional writer himself,
judged the novel as a composition of high quality. Sorokin, however, was instructed to
convince Pereverzev that the style and content of his writing were good-for-nothing.
Sorokin pointed out flaws in the composition and advised Pereverzev to consult a
publisher and ask for an official review from a respected local journal. The KGB
Directorate arranged for both sources to give Pereverzev negative evaluation. Having
received criticism from authoritative institutions, he began to despair of his abilities and
gave up on finishing the novel.
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